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ADVERTISEMENT. 

• • • _ • 

TH E follQwing Letters ^re 
undoubtedly genuine ^ and 
^XQi now firft publifbed from th^ 
Oi:igii>aJLs, by Mr. Johh Hodgetts, 
g£ Hagfey^ in Worcefterfbire, Exe:-. 
QUtor to' the late WjtLhiAu SheNjt 
axoNE^ Eiquixe. The Writer qf 
them was (o well known ^ that tp 
iay any thing concerning her oi^ 
this occafion, would be as fuper-, 
fluous as it would be to attempt 
to giw SL chatacSter of the Letters. 
They muft fpeak for themfelves, 
Yet it may not be improper to 
inform the Reader, that in the 
original Manufcript Volume of thefe 

Letters, 



( iv ) 

Letters, which had been bound 
together by Mr. Shenftone, in the 
firfl leaf he had written with his 
own hand, as follows ; 



« 



" Letters from the Right Ho-' 
nourable Lady Luxborough ; 
** written with abundant Eafe, Po- 
•* litenefs, and Vivacity 5 in which 
** fhe was fcarce equalled by any 
** woman of her time. They com- 
*' menced in the year 1739, and 
** were continued to the year of 
*• her death (1756), with fome few 
** intermiffions. 

"Will. Shenstqn^," 



LADY 



LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

L E T T E R S. 

LETTER I. 

SIR, Barrells, November 27th, 1739. 

WITHOUT the affiftance of your pen, 
it will be impofliblc for me to return 
Mr. Shenftone fufficicnt thanks for the honour 
he does me, and my humble habitation; and for 
the agreeable entertainment his verfes afford 
me : to you. Sir, I owe the pleafure of hav- 
ing enjoyed that gentleman's converfation a 
few moments ; to you I owe the advantage 
of being reprefcnted to him in the moft flat- 
tering light; and to you I defire to owe the 
favour of fpeaking my gratitude for his gen- 
teel compliment, and my admiration of all he 

B writes: 
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writes : his ofFended Mufe will I fear repent her 
r»eady aid, if he beftows fuch fine thou^ts and 
flowing lines on fuch trifling ajid unworthy fub- 
jefts, as in his copy of verfes infcribed to a per- 
Ibn m^b has' no other pretence to merit, or to 
tafl:e, but that of diftinguifliing his. As you. 
Sir, have the art to defcribe the mofl: fimple 
things with the nicefl: elegance (as appears bjr 
your Paflioral) I mufl: once more intreat you to 
make known to your friend, the fincerity of my 
heart in fhe approbation it gives to his works i 
to which it pays jufl: praife, though my words 
could no more exprefs it (without doing wrong 
to my f^fitiments) dian they could Utter the 
real efleem, and friendly regard, with which I 
^m^ Sky 

Your obliged humble iervant, 

H. KNrcHrr. 
To the Rcrd. Mr, Jago, j^jn, 
at tienfcy . 



LETTER n. 

MR. John Rjeyxialds k«s this moissQat 
brought mie your poem, for which I 
would not defer rettiiriiing thaslos 9 a$ I chink 

myfelf 



LETTERS. 3 

^rnyfelf gteadjr ol?liged to you for fendUng xx^ 
what has already given me much pleafure, ancl 
' iwi^l do fo a^ oftco a$ I read it : that jmark of 
your re;mem.braoce, and the honour you do me 
in counting my approbation as any thing, gives 
a real fatisfaftion to. Sir, 

Your obliged humble fervant, 
H. Knight. 
To WiUiam SJienftone, Ef^i 
at Mr. Wintle's, Perfumer, 
^hear Tcnpple-Si^r, jLonqJon. 



LETTER IIL 

^ I R» Barrells^ M^y zgth, 1742* 

NQ T U IN G but an uncommon hurry c^f 
bvifippfs and company, ^ycr fincethe mq- 
p^mt I.r€t<?eiy?d ypur poem, could have prevented 
jfvy r^uraifig ithaoks for the favpur you do nie 
jn .jhMili;,ipg ipe worthy to judge of the beauties 
<9f jits it )vas wjth pleafure I read it, and I ad,- 
mired it on nfiore accounts than merely the no- 
.vpltyi:)f;d?je.fjjbj€a:. 

The piping Faunus having his pipe in his 

hands when he came to ^ne, I fupppfe Rack- 

^It;^ had d(9^wed your advice (which was 

^ftht) ,b§feiip ;he finifl^ed ^^][ic figure^ which I 

B 2 think 
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think a genteel one, but too fmall to -fet otit 
of doors. 

If you do me juftice, you will believe that I 
am glad of every opportunity of afluring you, 
that I am. Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H. Knight. 



L E T T E R IV. 

DEAR SIR, Barrclls, July 28th, 1747. 

I AM glad of an opportunity to let you know, 
that if it fliould happen to be convenient to 
you, (as you was fo kind to give Lady Luxbo- 
rough an invitation 'to your Hermitage) that her 
Ladyfliip will do herfelf the pleafure to take a 
profpeft of the Leafowes before the leaf falls ; 
and will take that opportunity on Tuffday next, 
Auguft the 4th, tOibreakfaft with you^sand dine 
with you; and return at night with^thfe two 
fcribes, who all join in compliments. 

Crosse Outing, his niark V. 
J. Reynalds. 

P. S. My fecretaries being fonriewhat idle after 
dinner, have wrote iii fuch an odd manner, that 

I think 
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I think myfelf obliged to fubfcribe to the truth 
of what they fay : — and at the fame time I afTurc 
you I am. Sir, 

With great efteem, 

Your obliged humble fer^ant, 

H» LuXBOROUGH. 



LETTER V. 

SIR, Barrells, Auguil nth, 1747. 

IF my doing barely juftice, in commending 
the beauty of your fituation, and the ele- 
gance of your tafte, can make you vain, you 
muft not admit of any company, if you will be- 
come a rigid hermit; nor Ihould I have ventured 
a vifit to the Leafowes, where the more one fees, 
the more one admires, and that admiration leads 
towards envy, which, as an hermitefs, I ought 
to (hun. 

I return thanks, not only for the agreeable 
reception you gave me, but alfo for your kind 
enquiry now. I got home fafe, but haci one 
downfal, a little beyond Birmingham, which 
however did no hurt to Mr. Outing nor me-, 
nor was it any difhonour to my poftillion, as the 
night was very dark, and the moon down, or 
at leaft clouded over: but we met with very 
B 3 unhof- 
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unhofpitable trcatmenft at Shirlcy-ftrcet, t^here 
they refafed to receive us at the Saracen^s Head, 
though it was but eleven o'clock, ai^d we la\t^ a 
good fire in the kitchen j and a maid, who was 
fittiifg by it, took her candle and went to bed, 
v^hilft we were at the door intreating, knocking, 
and at laft threatening, but all in vain : the ftars 
took pity of us, and appeared juft as our hofteft 
difappeared, and guided us in a friendly man- 
ner to Barrells, where we arrived at paft one 
o^clock, and the next day regaled ourfelvcS With 
the bcft pinc-applel evcr^^t ; -fince which tirhe^ 
I have talked 6f nothing but the beauty ef 
Virgil's grove, and the meahnefs of tny own j 
which ufed to give me fome pleafure, but is fo 
much leflened in my eftcem, by comparing it 
with yours, that I could alnnoft wifh I had not 
feen the latter.. The only amends fov can tnake 
me for the pleafurc you have deprived mfe of^ h 
to give me your company foon at Barrells j which 
will always be acceptable ta. Sir,* 

Tour obliged huiiibfe fcrvant^ 

H. LuJcBokoiTGH, 

I b^ my beft compliments to Mifs DoloKUiji 
md Mu Qwting dcfircs his to you. 



LETTER 



i. £ T T E R S. 



LETTER VI. 

SIR, Barrclk, February 2d» I747*?» 

MR. Outing, who left this place on Satur- 
day lafl, defired the inclofcd might be 
conveyed to you ; and I take the fame opportu- 
Bity of conveying my excuies for the incivility 
you muft think me guilty of, in not rifing the 
day you left BarrcUs, to wifh you a good journey, 
and to thank you for the favour of your com- 
pany. The not doing fo, carried an appear- 
ance even pf ingratitude, as your vifit had given 
me fo much pleafure ; nor can your own good na- 
ture have been my advocate farther, than by low- 
ering my crime, in calling it lazinefs ; to which I 
would plead guilty, biit that, in fad, my inten- 
tion was to get up when the fervant came, in to 
light my fire,, but was prevented, by her telling 
me you was in bed, and, (he believed, was not 
to go away that day ; this good news indulged 
me ; and I, with the tranquillity fatisfadlion 
gives, took another nap -, but waking, found it 
only an agreeable dream ; for you was gone. 
Mr. Outing, the inftant I came down ftairs, 
prefented me with a fong, which he faid he 
found upon your table •, and 1 read it eagerly, 
B 4 fooa 
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foon finding it to be your ftilc. It is not nccef- 
fary to add, that I thought it extremely pretty, 
and very poetical ; but if it had been in profe, I 
fhould have been tempted to afk who was that 
AsTERiA that could make her hearths cheerful 
to you in the rigid feafon, when I, who had fo 
lately been favoured with your company, was 
too fenfiblc 'twas not in my power to make 
mine fo, though nobody could wifti it more> 
but want of fun and want of genius is ill fup- 
plied by a coal-fire, which was all I had to give ; . 
and n\y ill health unluckily at that time added to 
my ftupidity, when I moft wilhed for fpirits to 
entertain my agreeable company : and now 
that I have entirely recovered my health, I have 
loft my company. Such are the chequered 
chances of this life ! fo that my bermitefs and I 
have entire poffeffion of my little wood, without 
either fear or hope of being interrupted in our 
contemplations. I contentedly fubfcribe to what 
flie has wrote upon her old tree ; 

** The world forgetting, by the world forgot:" 

but would not include in that world the friends 
I efteem, and whofe converfation I admire : nor 
can ever any of the difagreeable events in Life 
make me wifh it to become unfociablc whilft it 
lafts i but cities (no more than forefts) do not 

afford 



LETTERS. 9 

afford fociety •, it is the converfation of a chofen 
few that fmooths the rugged road of life : fuch 
as yours ftrews it with flowers ';. but as tbtf foon 
fade, fo did you vanifh, and all the company 
that furroundcd my hearth ; which, though aban- 
doned, will afford me fuch converfation as the 
pen can fupply, whilft I have the pleafure of 
reading your thoughts -, which pleafure I hope 
you will not deny me, but rather fend me any 
thing they may happen to add to the coUeftion 
I have ; than which nothing can be more 
cfteemed by, Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

vH. LuXBOROUCH. 

P. S. If I miftake not, I heard you fay, you 
wanted a receipt to make fealing wax 5 I tran- 
fcribe one that was given me, but fear you can- 
not read that, nor this letter, as I write in hafte. 
—Lady Hertford writes me word, fhe is charmed 
with your retreat : as flic has only had the de- 
fcription of it from me, judge what flie*d be 
if flie faw it, at leaft if Mr. Thompfon de- 
fcribed it to hen 



LETTER 
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I, E T T E R VII. 

8tRf Berrtlls» March sad, 1747-^ 

THE apprehcrtfion that the farmer who car- 
ried Inigo Jones's defigns, and a letter in 
the book from me to yoki, may have delivered 
ihem to* a wrong perfon at Birmingham, is the 
bccaflon of my troubling you with this, to let you 
know that I did not fail to fend it the very firft 
market day after I received the favour of yours; 
and he fays he delivered it to a man at the 
poft-houfe, but the poft-miftrefs (who, they tell 
me, is not the mildeft nor moft obliging dame) 
afltired Parfon Holyoak, fhe received no fuch 
thing ; and upon his alking her, if fhe hap- 
pened to have any letter fince, direfted for me, 
fht faid. No! neither did fhe know me, or 
would trouble Kerfelf about it. Which I men- 
tion, that in cafe you write, you will be pleafed 
to fend youths to Matter Franky Holyoak, at 
Mr. Bokorfs, wholefale Toymaker, upon Snow- 
Hill, in Birmingham* This (if you did not re- 
ceive the book) will ferve, I hope, to convince 
you. Sir, that I did my part, being incapable of 
neglefting to do what my friends defire, 

I ac-* 
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I iequainted jou in rriy laft that I was UmCi 
but I am no^ much better, and always 

Vour obliged hun\ble fervant, 

H, LuXBOROUOAi 



LETTER VIIL 

S I R, Barr^lls^ Eafter Si^nUji I74t« 

IT is ra?thcr to oblige the ambulatory old 
gentlewoman who delivers you your letters 
with fo much alacrity, than it is to oblige hef 
i^eji maftir^ that I write agaih fo fo^n •, fot I am 
too fenfible n^ letters will but ill reptfjr the plea^ 
fure I receive frorh bis ; ft) that I ought to make 
a lotigcr paufcj and hot interrupt ffly frrthd^ lA 
keticr cmpan^^ htter thoughts^ and ietiet Svir/tons^ 
as Swift expfrefles h. If that confidetation waS 
juft, which made him paufe a few weeks betwixt 
his letters, I ought to patife years, or iiat!ier 
never ^.ritfe at all ; that wdtild be tntrt polite \ 
but it would make me fancy myfclf ungrateful, 
and confeqtrently make me hate riiyfelf. It is 
therefore felf-loue which urges mt to take this 
tarly opfTortynity of returning thanks for your 

Uft 
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laft letter, wrote on Lady-Day, However de- 
preffed your fpirits might be when you wrote it, 
it revived mine -, for it is not in the power even of 
the north-eaft wind to deprefs your genius j and to 
tba^ we owe thoughts which muft pleafe, how- 
ever negligently they may be drefled : — the 
ftifFen-bodied gown would not add charms, I 
believe, to a beautiful woman, no more than 
Voiture's laboured turns of exprcffion add to his 
(tile : and friendfhip undoubtedly fhews itfelf in 
the beft light, when lead adorned by art. There- 
fore I hope you will never deprive me of the 
pleafure your letters give me, nor defer it, be- 
caufe your fpirits may not juft then allow you to 
fend them out in their beft apparel ; it is fuffi- 
cient you can do fo ; and they'll always be as 
welcome to me in their common garb, which is 
yet richer than you feero to imagine^ I follow 
the rule I give, and write what comes upper- 
moft i but it \sinme z fault, as I am not pri- 
vileged to do fo by any of the gifts of nature, 
except artlcfs fincerity be one. 

I read your four fonnets with much pleafure ; 
and am obliged to you for the trouble of 
tranfcribing them : they are truly poetical, yet 
have an eafe as well as delicacy in the turn of 
thought and expreffion, which muft, I believe, 
be agreeable to all, whether good judges by their 

IkiH 
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(kill and learnings or only judges of good fcnfe 
and nature. If Dodfley giv^s a fccond edition 
of his well-chofen colleftion, I hope you will 
not let your School-miftrefs be unaccompanied 
by all her parent's offspring. Now that the 
boifterous baneful month of March is over, and 
that the fun refumes his power, I hope, and (hall 
expcft to fee the produftions of your imagina- 
tion, as much as I ftiall expeft to fee thofe of 
my parterre, my (hrubbery, or grove ; and if 
joined to that fatisfadion I have your company 
here, I fhall give double praifes to the returning 
Ipring. Mr. Whiftler, or any friend of yours, 
will be perfedly welcome; but remember, 
that though I Ihall be a great gainer by bis con- 
verfation, I fhall alfo be a lofer by his hearing 
mne^ and his feeing this poor hermitage; of 
both which he may perchance have formed an 
advantageous idea, by your partial account of 
them ; and tbat idea will inflantly be deflroyed, 
unlefs you have been as filent as Mr. Outing was 
about the Leafowes, before I had feen it : his 
caution was well judged, but wrong placed; 
But to ftiew you that I do not prefer fame (cfpc- 
cially unmerited fame) to pleafure and improve-, 
hient, I defire you to bring him, though at the 
expence of his being undeceived. I have read 
over his Shuttlecock feveral times, and each 

time 
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tine wkh tpd^ntik^ fLtj^uft. 'Tis certainly 4 
)»69utj|i4 ppcm ; I ^wn ii^fi^ a Tcry iadi&renc 
ju4g^ ^t k plfafes me^ J[t i$ an uncommoii 
pcr^niiaiif:^^ gnd whtf ma^ older ^d more 

faints li^qe inpy i)e la it^ but, i think^ the au* 
{hot's fovfh inay rather be 4%;i^arked by the 
great fyirii ^^d vw^udxy of Jiis thoughts, than 
by ^y errors in hh ^udgmeipt ^ but if any fuch 
there be^ yoa ^re Jiis friend, >|ipd wiU have a yery 
c»ly taflc m your critic;ifm, if you ihould objed 
to ^ few weeds, in or^er to let it appear pcrfedk 
to die worlds if our prefent world is elc^n^. 
enough tp be worthy of it. • Its n^une, and part 
of its character, had reached my ears before I 
{mt it, but xiot &Qm you. J thiidc bis iimilies 
^cee^i^g^t^and jjusdigreffionsjijift and jiyely: 
if fy ^gbt a fMfbje^ at fo early an ^ige^ could 
be worked up to well, h^ certainly is capable of 
raiiiQg tbe incrinlic v^lue of any nopre weighty t 
or nnpre loSfj fubjed he \indertakes. 

Your remark upon Fitzolbome's LfCtters is 
nopft juft.; f9r4etn^ chat ;ire, or eyen feem to 
he, wrote for ibeprrfs^ never pleafe Ijike ojdiers : 
yet they are, I .thinjc, wrote in good langu^;e^ 
god ihew, \ b^Ueve, polite }GmfV^ and judg* 
mienti and the Me wo^ld be jpoCTc^tionablc, 
I fancy, in ^^s\ httt familiar kt^ei^ require ^ 
lo more 
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more famiHar iwidrefe, I fyn^ feverd more are 
ppomifod, if t3ic& fucceed. I wi£b ibme Uboii- 
«>us f>en mxf not be writaog inth^ tame of tjb^pt 
iiuthor, iuid ovcvvfiaclm us mith his fi^pefid kft- 
itcrs : diefe, iiovvrvcr^ auoe g^nine, as I fuppofe^ 
dbuough I newr hoard of diat g^ndesaan ^ and 
am obliged to you for youc orpknajtion of tfap 
character of Mcdeatius ; jthat^ in particulai:, 
might prevent the real names bei^g publiflied : 
•they would have made th^ bodic infinit^ely more 
intereftk^g ; but if that could not be, I don'ji; 
l&now whether feigned but c;ommoQ modem 
names, mighf not jiiave pleafe4 bettei:, as they 
myould have feemed red. ^ 

You are welcome to Inigo Jones's delignsi, as 
;long as they can be of fervice to you ; and in 
Feturn, I b^ the favour of yo(u to &nd me the 
height and diicknefs of your .wall that has arches 
funk in it, and the depth, breadth, and height 
•of thofe arches 5 and let mclpiow whether they 
are piaiftered on the infide, and if any ornament 
is on the tx^^ or only a coping : it is to build 
in iSunHner a .bit of wall (as you advifcd) to 
ikreen. m? ^9) the oottage that is xoAtjguous 
*> my gardw* in lieu of .the ^gs^rden-feat which 
•you and we iill thought dicj Aot anfwer the hopes 
J had of it. if i do build that ftat, it (hall hie 
to terminate fome walk or view. 

The 
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The chimney in my ftudy was not cxaftly in 
the middle of the room 5 which has occafioncd 
my moving it twelve inches, and confequently 
moving Pope*s bxtft to be in the center. The 
lines wrote over it are put up again, (which^ you 
know, are Out of Virgil) but the ftucco at the 
back of it muft be new done, and the flat 
pieces of wainfcot that make the margins of it, 
were never ornamented. Perhaps you would 
invent fome more elegant ornament, if you 
would beftow a thought upon it •, or the ftucca 
might be juft as before, only fome foliage or 
other carving, to drop down the fides. Mifs 
Merediths write word, that the prefent fafhion at 
London, is all lead carving, which ladies do 
themfelves, by cutting Ihdia, or other thin lead 
with fciflbrs, and ftiaping it into flowers, knots, 
&c. and fixing it to a wire, which is afterwards 
nailed on in the form defigned ; and the carving 
is either gilt, or elfe painted the colour of the 
ftucco or wainrcot, according as fuits the place. 

I fend this to the Birmingham poft-office, (as 
you ordered) by a chance perfon. If you write 
ananfwer foon, pray diredt it to Mr. Iron- 
monger, Mafter of the Caftle-Inh, to be for- 
warded to me, (for Franky Holyoak is at 
home) and there is no poft nor certain convey- 
ance 
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giftc? froni JBirminghaqi to Hc^Jey yrhcrc yo}J 
^iU dire^ it tg l?e kft for nae. 

Sir, 

I have left myfdf no room, and the perfon 

who carries this, leaves me no time, but juft to 

affurc you in the cover pf my letter, that I am, 

(though not cerempnioufly, jret vfcrv fincerely) 

/Sir, 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LVXBOROUCH.' 

P. §. I have writ a line to Mr. Ironmonger,' 
to defire he*il fend your letter, if iany comes, to 
the Henley Poft-houfe for me, by fome fafc 
conveyance. 



LETTER IX^ 

S I R, B|frell5t April tf^thj ly^^ 

TWO of your letters lie before me j of 
which I am not a little proud : I am alfo 
' well pleafcd with myfclf for having refrained 
• from troubling you with an anfwer to the firil. 
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till I had received the fecond ; i;^hich was not 
till laft night. You will allow this to be fbme 
merit ; at Icaft, you would allow it, if you knew 
how great is my propenfity to write to you ; it 
being always with the felfilh view of procurbg 
in return fome compofition of yours. My fclf- 
denial this time has been great, but it is well 
rev/arded by the favour of your laft letter, and 
Mr. Whiftler's Flower-Piecc ; the moral of 
which is pcrfcftly juft, and the thought very 
genteel and elegant. In this, as well as in his 
other Poem which you fent me, I think one 
may obferve a great delicacy of imaginadon: 
the words altered with a pencil feem to be 
much for the better, efpecially the firft line. As 
for his fcntiment on enjoying things by reflec- 
tion, I am not yet a convert to it, but am rather 
of your mind, that *' an abfent pleafure is equi- 
*' valent to a prefent pain," For inftance, if I 
was fond of London and its amufements, or had 
a tafte for public places, I feel that it would 
give me pain to fee St. James's, Vauxhall, Ra- 
nelagh, &c..&c. reprefented in fo lively a man- 
ner as I fee them throu^ an optical glafs whi^ 
I have lately purchafcd, now that I am abfenj 
from them : but as I never was fond of a crowds 
I enjoy thofe places as much as I defire in this 
^fieded way, without wifhing myfclf at them ; 

and 
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ftnd 1 can look on the buildings and gardens of 
Stowe in the fame manner, and with pleafure, 
bccaufe I never was there* But were you to 
prefeht mp with the Views of the Leafowes, t 
own I fhould not put theni into my ihow-box 
without pain, iior fee them well reprefent^d 
without regret ; as it would remind me of the 
agreeable day I fpent there, and my loft plea*^ 
furCi 

Your friend Mr. Graves*s Lamentation is 
Very pretty and pathetic, and feems to come 
from the heart t he muft, I thinks be very (in* 
cercly ^nd very ftrongly in love % and yet I can-^ 
jiot but think fiat very inconfiftcnt with his 
parting voluntarily from his Lucy, and with 
his fending her to London, without any jea- 
Ibufy : and I confefs I alfo think it inconfiftent 
thajt a rtan, who may be fuppofed to defpife the 
Opinion of the world, (fince he marries fo much 
below himfclf, and what the world woul4 re* 
commerid; fhould part from her he fo dearly 
loves, only to give her an education proper to 
pleafe that world which he feems tp d.efpife^ 
for it is plain, Ihe pleafcs him without that edu- 
cation. How does he know, but that by lofmg 
her rural innocent air, however fhe may im* 
prove in her dancing-mafter's opinion, fhe may 
lefl^n in bis^ and her acquired charms may not 
C ^ . |Jlcaf« 
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pleafe him as her native charms did the town ? 
Perhaps I judge wrong, and yet I think it 
feems to be a natural way of judging. How- 
ever, as he is your friend, I wifli him happy, 
and hope flie will not have the fate you threaten 
youF rofe-bud, and I threaten my bull-finch 
with; which laft (fince I have happened to 
mention it) I muft tell you, is a little foolifli 
impromptu I wrote in a letter to our friend 
Outing, whofe anfwer was, that notwithftanding 
the moral of my fong, he went the night he 
received it to the Oratorio of Judas Maccabacus, 
where he was highly entertained ; and he fpeaks 
with fuch ecftafy of the mufic, as I confefs I 
cannot conceive any one can feel who under- 
ftands no more of mufic than myfelf ; which I 
take to be his cafe. But I fuppofe he fets his 
judgment true to that of the multitude ; for if 
his ear is not nice enough to diilinguifli the 
harmony, it ferves to hear what the multitude 
fay of it. He would be ofiended, if he Ihould 
know that I think his finging much upon a 
par with my poetry ; and you wgbt to be of- 
fended that I fend you fuch foolifli lines : but 
he might have happened to mention them to 
you, and as they are not worth the trouble of 
aiking for, I prevent you, by (ending them, and 
hope you will throw them in the fire when you 

have 
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have read them : for they are not worth (hewing 
to any, but one who, like you, is capable of ex- 
culing all faults in a friend, and who will not 
account it one in nie, that I am no Poetefs ; 
which reproachful name I would avoid, even if 
I were capable of acquiring it ; for which rea- 
fon I hope you will throw the Epiftle the Bof- 
tangy has fent you into the flames, with the 
Song, and forget I ever wrote in verfe my real 
opinion in profeof theLeafowes' beauties.. 

I am impatient for your Eflay, efpecially as 
you tell me there is in it a refemblance 
of yotirfelf. I hope you will give me rules 
for o&cbnomy 5 . nobody wants them more : but 
I fufpcft you will not give me fuch as I 
might learn between Temple-Bar and the 
Stones End. In fhort, I have no great opinion . 
of your rudiments in this fcience, though per- 
haps you may know the theory better than the 
praftice of it: and you may be a good Ipecu-r 
lative oBConomift for what I know 5 but I ne- 
ver met with a praftical one in a foul where 
generofity and benevolence .had a place, or to 
which a bright genius wais joined. 

I lament with you the lofs of Lady Lyttelton, 

though I had not the honour of being perfonally 

acquainted 'with her; but her charafter wa$ 

known, and all fociety muft mourn fo good a 

C 3 member 
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member of it, and all the poor fo good a bene* 
faftrefs. * 

Your advice about my chimney pleafed me 
greatly ; but forced oeconomy forbids my fol- 
lowing it : befides that good carving is too 
fine for my humble roof. The room, confider, is 
only hung with fixpenny paper,- and is fo low 
that I have but five inches between Pope's 
Head and the Motto over it : To that I can 
neither have a compartment for that, nor an 
architrave, as is at Houghton. The contraft 
between that place and Barrells is fo great, that 
it is ludicrous to name them together : and yet 
I allow with you, that the chimney in the din- 
ing-room there, might give one a hint for my 
little one \ but I have not height enough for it. 
Upon th^ whole, as your thought was too good 
to rejedt, I have employed my friend Williams 
(in New-ftrept, Birmingham) to paint the orna- 
ments you would have had carved, in ftone- 
colours, pretty ftroiigly fhaded to appear to rife 
like carving ; and I fent him one of the two 
Iketches you fent me, that he might the better 
comprehend what ornaments he was to intro- 
duce* When ipy brother Bolingbfoke built 
Dawle]^^ which he chofe to Call a Farm, he had 
his hall painted in ftone-colours, with all the 
implements of hyfbaindry placed in the manner 

one? 
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one fees or might fee arms and trophies in fome 
General's hall j and it had an effeft that plcafcd 
every body. I believe Pope mentions it in one 
of his letters to Swift,— Mr. Williams is going 
to paint two ceilings for Mr. Anfon (elder bro- 
ther to my Lord Anfon) in StafFordfliire ; one 
pf them is for the Chinefe room : I believe he 
has iketched them out at Birmingham, but is to 
go to paint them as foon as the Parliament rifts. 
— ^Mr. Outing writes that he has fent you a bull 
of Ppp^ 4Qne to Jpok like marble, and thaf 
Rackftrow is doing four in that manner for my 
brother Sir John.— I fhould like to fee your 
ftandifh. 

Nothing can be more juft than the criticifin 
upon the Play in the Magasiqp.r-rlf you read 
French, I could fend you a play juft a^ed at 
Paris ; Lady Jojingbrokp ftnt it ipe : the chi?f 
charafter is a mm \yhQ Vf^^^fs; it his fple bufi- 
nefs and his fole pl^afyrc t@ ipafee mifchicf, 
even where he can get nothing by it : it is very 
well drawn, and I wilji ox\p di^ pot; (eg fq many 
people like it. 

, If ever I have the pleafure of feeing your 
compofitions all together, I could ydik ^ h^vf 
them ornamented in ^the manner of Pjne'^s Hot 
race, by yourfelf ; where you would Ihew your 
t4ftc in a double capacity, as poet and painter 
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But you will fay I am too unreafonable, and Jo I 
am -, for I beg 6f ybU t6 fcontinile to fend me 
gold for glafi, which 1 think is bur ufual traf- 
fick, and conftqucntly ydU 4fe tod generous 
to. Sir, • 

Yqur faithful and obliged fervant, 

tl* LUXBOROUGH. 
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$ I %p Bamlls^ May 28th, if^Z* 

THIS is th* firft ojpf)ortunity I haVe hid 
of fending you the Frenth Comedy you 
defire, ahd of anfivering your query abbut your 
ftandilh. My advice i^ not worth siflcitig in fuch 
matters ; but finte you do me the favour to afk 
it, it i^ this : 

You have forty ounWs <Jf old plate, which, 
at five (hillings and fixpence per ounce, amovlftts 
to eleven pounds. Yoii have an inclinatioh to 
indulge your fancy without much expenct : y6ij 
may then make your ftahdiik to weigh oilly 
thirty ounces, which, ^t eight Shillings, (which 
is, I find, the ^rice demanded) Will come t6 

twelve 
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twelve pounds : fo that it will cbft yotir pocktt 
but twenty killings, and I am perfuaded will 
Weigh enough for a ftandifh, if the dirHehfioti^ 
you intended to make It of are fo hrge that 
thirty ounces will make the filver too thin, t 
fuppofe there will be no hurt ift making it left 
in fize, as the tafte will be equally IhtWn; and I 
imagine the ufe will be much the fame : but of 
thiis I cannot judge, bfccaulb I never faw your 
draught. 

The inclofed I received from Lady Hertford, 
to whom I had fent your Ballad of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, knowing it would fuit her tafte, artd be-' 
lieving you W6uld pardon me, as I fent it upon 
the footing of a trifle ;* but 1 will not fend more 
6f your compcrfitions without your permilBon i 
I therefore beg yxm will fend me back her letter 
by the very firft opportunity, (afe I wait for thai 
to anfwer it) and fay which of the thihg^ I havfe 
of yours you permit me or ibrbid me to fend ; 
for I Ihall religioufly obferve your direftions 
about that, as well as about Daw/on's' Ditty ^ 
which I fhall like to fee in print, and to keej) 
filehce. I have heard that fung which he madfe 
juft before hi^ e^cecution, and which Was hot 
made for him. Ifour JGi moves compaflion ; but 
it is comfort to think (as you obferve) how 
many evib it would have dofce, if it had lived tb 

be 
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be old ; and maoy i( aUb mlgbt have received*. 
Do not imagiiie what you write can be tniddUt^ \ 
if ever you Ibould ceafe to write ^eU^ you wiU 
certainly write iU; fpr I am fure you never com- 
fnmfed with Apollo, whatever your friend 
Greaves may do with the w<^ld. 

The Duke of Newcaftle Pantin charms me, 
and I don't doubt but it made the peace, I am 
in doubt, when I hear of this polite fafhion^ 
whether it is a mark that the world is returned 
to its infancy, (as old people grow childifh) or 
whether it be not fome coquettifli invention, that 
Mr- Pantin may fay in dumb fhow what the 
l4ady who wears him cannot fay for herfclf. If 
this fupppQtion fl^ould be thought fevere upon 
their reputations, at leafl; it favcs them from the 
imputation of folly and chitdifhnefs. 

Had Shakcfpeare been ufcd to gather rents, 
lie would not have faid 

<« f Mr wke fe firm, tbftt cannot be feduc'd ?'* 

Cnce your half day in endeavouring to feduce 
your tenant into paying you for half ^ year was 
hueffiSmk ^nd as my labour^ ^hat ¥fay arc ^ 
vain. My fuccefs in receiving money ij ycry 
fimilar to yours -, and if what you fay aboyt tly; 
tntter-dijb and tht Jkdce is true as to you, it is no 
k& fo as to me. The parallel between us may 

be 
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be carried yet farther ; for I am as backward as 
you at wringing from the bard hands of peafanti 
their vile trafb ; nor could I ever be forced, even 
by experience, into a proper veneration for Jhc^ 
pencey or have the forefight to nurfe Fortune ; 
but however, to eat one's cake when one is ar 
hungered^ is moft fweet.— The late King George 
was fond of peaches ftewed in brandy in a par* 
ticular manner, which he had tailed at my fa^- 
ther*Si and ever after, till his death, my mamma 
furniftied him with a fufficient quantity to laft 
the year round {he eating two every night). This 
little prefent he took kindly: but one ieaibn 
proved fatal to fruit-trees, and ihe could prefent 
his Majefty but with half the ufual quantity^ 
defiring him to ufe oeconomy, for they would 
barely ferve him the year at one each night. 
Being thus forced by neccflity to, retrench, he 
faid he would then eat two every other night ; 
and valued himfelf upon having mortified him- 
fclf lefs, than if he had yielded to their regula- 
tion of one each night •, which, I fuppofe, may 
be called a compromife between ceconomy and 
epicurifm ; but I leave it to your dccifion. 
• As little as I love money, and as well as I 
iove Lady Hertford and admire her judgment, 
I grudge fix (hillings for Hervey*s Meditations, 
l^ecaufe you fay they are fometimes affe£led^ and 
9 that 
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je6l toight have depreffed my lowered fpiritt|^ 
and have made nervous cordials of no efieftw 
My band dill trembles a little, as perhaps you 
will perceive, which will make me fhorten thi^ 
letter •, and Parfon Hall's converfation whilft 1 
write, is another motive to nly fhortening it; fo 
I haftett^ Siti to tell you that 1 arii very hap|5y 
in the thought of feeing you foon at Batrells^ 
and mueh obliged to Mlfs Dolman fol' her inf- 
tended vifit. Every friend of yours is welcomfe 
here; therefote Ihe W6uld be fo, had I never 
feen her : but having had the pleafbre of enjoy- 
ing her company at your houfe, I fliould have 
*a very bad tafte not to be defirous of enjoying 
more of it. Here I naturally ihould fay, the 
iboner you come the better ; but I will tell you 
Jincerely, that I am at prefent afliamed of my 
llovenly garden, which cannot be weeded^ hot 
in the leafl' fpruced up, till my hay ial all in j 
which employs all my fervants^ and all the 
hai\ds i can get this bufy time, Mn Outing 
writes me word, that in a fortnight he fliall be 
at Somerviles-Afton, and that a few days after 
he will come to BarrellS; by which time I 
reckon my hay-making will be at an end, and 
my garden put into fomewhat better order i and 
as t know he will be greatly pleafed to meet you 
here, I hope about that time to fee you, and 
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that you will iidt make fo fliort a ftay here as 
you mjention. ; . 

Your pen grvts ttie a very clear idea 6( Mf« 
Lyttelton^s caftle, and I beKcve I know the fp^C 
on which it is fituated • but the propofal ydU 
itiake of my feeing it in fo agreeable a manner 
as by going to Mr, Dolmari^s, makes me UA- 
Villing tocofnteht myfelf with viewing it only \ti 
your letter. • • ' : 

i fliali be ready to contribute to any- encou- 
ragement you fhall think fit to give to Mr* 
; Smith's Defighs 5 and am glad Virgil's Grove 
y\\\ have a place among them. 

I return thanks for your compliment about 
my Son^ who is as dear to me as he is dutiful^ 
and, I flatter myfelf, defervifig: he is returned 
from Italy to Spa, and is going to pay his duty 
to the King at Hanover. My Daughter is lately 
married. — I hope your Brother is perfeftly re- 
covered, and that you will pardon this ftiipid 
letter, which I am fure is nbt fraught with the 
leaft fpirit ; but in its Iqwly way is very fincere, 
particularly when it aflures you of the perfcdt 
cftcem, with which I am. 
Sir, 
Your much obliged 

and very humble fervant, 

H. LVXB0R0U«H» 
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l^Qurkttier, xboi\gh datqd.thp i^« did opt 
reach me till laft nighc 

^ ]aft I apa ^ t^ iaShitm^ apd iiave got a 
JPandn. Mifs P^tty Meredith writes me wond, 
.^tflfieieads ipe^i Pantinofthe neweft fort, a^d 
that the .wotoan who fold it aflured her it wjfis 
juft arrived in England, and v^ xeckonod jto 
tn^c ;as geatQ^l a curtfy a$ ai^ Monfie;ir 
Pandp in Europe. She adds; that though this 
jjave^tipa muft he owned tp be a great impiove- 
mf^t to the diveijfion of the town, there is an- 
plher 9f la;er date that i$ worthy of ^idmiratioo ; 
for there is a par^ of gendemen ^d ladies of 
^aS^ofi w|ip^enjt9tain .the company gt Vauidiali 
with the 4^qft x:barmi|ig hannopy: the l^bdies 
crow .like cocks, and if any gjeatlecnen of the 
P^ffty are withui bearing, they anfwer them by 
braying like .an fSk : That pne Mrs. Woolafton 
has arrived to the ^ve^teft perfeftion, and has 
the ihonour of b^ing called the head of the 
jF^rty for her ^csU^ce in this art. 
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SIR, Bafrells# Wednefilayt Jaly 20th» 174s. 

AS my laft letter might poffibly prevent my 
having fehc pleafufc of your company f6 
fooii as you intended to give it me, I take th^ 
firft -opportunity of acquainting, you, that the 
obftacles are removed j for my hay-mafcing it 
over, and my healtfi is better. As to Mr. 
Outing's meeting you, indeed I cannot abfo^^ 
lutely anfwer ; but I know he left London laft 
Monday was fevennight, with his coufin Walfltf 
and they were to come to Oxford in the ftage-» 
coach, ftay there a day, and proceed to Jacky 
Reynalds's on horfcback $ from whence I under- 
ftopd Mr. Walfti would goto drink Cheltenham 
waters, and Mr. Outing would, in a very 
Ihort time after his arrival in Gloucefterfhire^ 
make me a vifit at Barnells ; and was muck 
concerned he could not meet you aiid Mift 
Dolman here ^ for , I fuppofe he compre-* 
hended you were comii^ immediately, and 
his letter was, writ, the 5th inftant. I expeA 
every day to hear from hjm, and I imagine he 
will tfc here wxt. week-, .but whether he is or 
. ,. D no. 
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no, I fhall hope to fee you. Sir, with Mifs Dol- 
man, her brother, or any friend you choofb 
to bring. If you write to me on Saturday, and 
dircft it to be left with Mr. Williams, Painter, 
in New-ftreet, Birmingham, I have defired him 
to forward it ; and as his brothers live in Henky, 
he has more frequent opportunities of fending 
thither than Mr. Ironmonger. He has finifiied 
fliy chiipincy-piecc ; which he hopes will not be 
difapproved by you. Sir, to whom I owe the 
idea of it. 

I am iaihamed to Own that I have not yet an* 
fwertd Lady Hertford's letter, nor read the 
books (he recomn^ended : in Ihort, I might as 
jwU have been a mole and lived under ground, 
or a dormoufe and flept inceflantly, as the in-* 
fignificant animal I have been for fome time. 
Two or three days indeed I was kept awake by 
a vifit from Mr. Meredith, who entertained me 
with the many gay entertainments he had been a 
partaker of at London laft Spring ; but when he 
was gone, I was left alone with Monfieur Pantin» 
whom, I confefs, I have not wit enough to amufe 
myfelf with ; fo that I feldom let him make his 
appearance, but when Parfon Hall comes ; jfor 
jhey fhew each other to great advantage: 
• I have not fccn Mrs. Pilkington's Memoirs, 
{except the fpec]x)[»en in the Magazine) not 

Con* 
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Con. Philipps's Apology. I will fet about get- 
ting fome of thefe modern books, to enable 
me to bcftfafhare ii^ th^ co^vcrfatio!^ of, and 
correfpondence with, my friends ; which I am 
fenfible I am incapable of at prefent : and a^ I 
fhould leaft choofe to write to you of any .of 
them, whilft in my ftate of ftupidity and igno- 
rance^ I abridge my letter all I can, and haffen 
to affure you that l! am, with great cfteem. 

Sir, 

Your moft obliged hinnble fervant, 

H. LUXB0R0U0»1«' 

I fhall hope to hear the beginning of neirt 
week, which day I may cxpedt you, if you wfke 
on Saturday. — I write to-day to Mr. Outing, by 
the Evefixam gsurdeners, ta fay I hope ta Ice 
him by the end of n^t week, if not before* I 
do not know whether they will find him out. 
-**I think you promifed me the Poemupon Sick* 
neis to read, and I hope for Ibmething upoa 
aqmmg \ which will be very wholefome for me j 
and yet I am perfuaded a very agreeable medi^ 
cincy as it will be made up by fuch good and 
iHilfole'hamk 
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LETTER Xm. 

SIR, 

I Always refpedted your man Tom for his 
honefty and fidelity to his matter; but at 
prefent I refpeft him for the good tidings he 
brtf^eibj which make my heart full glad. It 
is plain your thoughts and mine correfpond ; for 
I have been all the laft week confidering which 
day I ihould fix foi; going to the Leafowes, or 
^whether I fhould not firft defire your company 
at Barrells. — ^Mr. Meredith came hither laft 
Tuefday, and went for London on Thurfday. 
We talked of your charming fituation; but 
more of your agreeable company : both which 
Ke wifhes to be acquainted with ; and I ofiered 
to carry him to wait on you, as on Monday next, 
and faid he might go on from thence to Chcfhirc; 
which he hearkened to with pleafurc, but told 
me he was obliged to get there by Saturday, and 
that he intended coming here again next Friday, 
in his way thither; fb would not let me write 
you word, for fear of difappointing you. I lent 
however to Mr. Hall (as I don*t love to jumble 
in a poft-chaife alone) to afk him to go with me 

on 
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on Monday or Tuefday next ; but he was ; 
pofting away to preach the aflize fermon yefter-^^ 
day -at Warwick, and from thence to go to' 
Rugby the latter end of this week -, where he ex- • 
peSrs t6 receive his final anfwer about the Hiving' 
of Harbbrough; and in cafe he fuccecds, will' 
be obligtd to ride about the country ftill farther- • 
biK if not, will return to Henley next Saturd^^,-* 
and wait upon you with me, as he writes me ' 
wbrd. In this uncertain ftate, corifufed by alfl 
thefe ■ half engagements, your trufty -'fquire '^ 
found me, and fcemed come ta my relifef, by.' 
bringing me word you was ^-eady to make me^J 
happy' in your . coiiipany, and Mr. . and ^ Mifil 
Dolman*s and your brother^s, at my cell. Now^ 
the'beft way I can think of to decide of this' 
affair" is, that I fttbuld go, at all events, to th6^ 
L^afowes!on Nibhday to dinner; and that ye^ 
all rfeturn with itt^,^or immediately after me, to; 
Bafi'elkj^as' beft fuits you; by which mdans I^ 
fhall have more of your company, and T may 
atSend -Mr; 'Meredith to. a place he ife fo defirous' 
to ^e rf he^cari put <rfF his journey to that day • ' 
which I ani iapt to think he may eafily do, as' 
Bfrminghafh is iri his way hoitierfo he will* 
. only dine at the'^L^afow^s, wherq I propofe, 
with jour leave," to take a night's lodging ; as 
you was fo kind to'defire : By which means I* 
D 3 IhaU 
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ihall have tnorie of your cotnpaoy, tod flia}l 
fee your improvenjcnts more at Icifure j fuid ymir 
woo4s wUl afibr4 ^ difierent fcenery^ when thef 
are embrowned by the ihade of the evening, pr 
when tttje moon glimmers thnough th^ir leaves: 
whereas I haye never yet feen them but in fuH 
fun-ihine, and when wall^i«g (had it been in any 
other place) -had been a tpi}. If you do no): 
write me a line to the cofttrary^ by Thurfday*j| 
ppft, yop wiil % me next Monday^ the 7th in- 
iUnt, ^t yopr Fcnfte^^nep: and I hope to bring 
you on the p^\ to my Ferme negligee -^ for that 
y<>u will li^d it. Having had fo much com-* 
pany in my. hqufe, and the hfiy-harveft having 
employed my.fervants, diff g^dens were ne? 
j^e£ted j^jft wjien they Ojijglit tQ have been pikt 
in order \ and tl^c dry time hffi prevented thp 
new-laid tUff from joining j and tny paviltion, 
>yhen almoft finiflied, was pulled down agaisp^ 
i« part, to add to it a. flarijie for Venus : fo that 
it is ftill uncovered ; and the rofes, &c. arc all 
f^ded, and give an ugly ^ipeft to my (hrubr. 
hery \ which waits your direftions* to be new 
modelled : But in this imperfed condition, i!^, 
it affords ever fo little pleafurc to Mr. Dolmapj^ 
it will have dpne part of what I wifh it to do : 
and though I cannot treat him fo elegantly as I. 
treated you with truj^es ^nd CaiTadi^breadi he 

will 
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will be heartily welcome t6 the bc^ns and bacon 
my Farm produce^, and to the chedc of my owtt 
dairy.*— I do not Wofidcr your neighbours vifit 
you frequently ; but I wifti they do not envy you, 
and endeavour to fpy fonnc fault, I am per- 
fyaded I fhall like your Imall Gothic building 
better than their huge 6ne.--<-I am proud of 
Jiaving mentioned the carpet pavement. I be- 
lieve the Duchcfs of Somerfet*s is not famous 
enough to have giyen occafion to the words 
fpoken by the ladies that vifited yours. I am 
alio proud of having fhewn my approbation o£ 
your place, and of the manner of your improv* 
ing it, even in its infancy ; fince it is now uni^ 
verfally admired by aU who have any juft pre-?" 
lu^nfions to tafte, 

I ihould have begun my letter with con*'* 
dolence upon your late illnefs^ and (ongratula« 
tions upon your recovery •, but as it would have 
done you no good^ you wiU excufe my ncgjefi:, 
and be fo juit as to believe, that, tliough it is 
mentioned laft in my letter, my good wiflies for 
your health and happinefs are ever uppermoft 
in my mind, however derangi the manner of 
fxpreffing them in my letters may be : for what 
jhey want in form, they have in fincerity ; which 
P 4 I am 
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I. am apt to think jrou cfteem better than form. 
So I Ihall only call .myfelf 

Sincerely yours, 

H. LuXBOROUGH,' 

The clergyman, who has troubled the prefs 
with his Lamentations over Polyanthos's, and 
has prefixed my name to his performance, is one 
Mr. Perks, of Coughton, whom I never faw 
but twice •, and he had never fe(?n Barrells when 
he wrote it, but came to fee it^ in order to make 
his Dedication in praife of it, But I think he 
forms his fuppolitipn of my taking delight in 
fipweris (not from my Shrubbery, but) from the 
art, with which hie fays I have adorned my 
apartments. Parfpn Allen, who does not pre-' 
tend to be a poet, has made a Dedication in 
imitation of the other j but, I think, better. 

Second Postscript •, or, Mort Laft JFords. 

My Daughter owes me a grudge for not 
carrying her to the Leafowes, and I reproach 
myfelf for it : but the day we were at Birmipg-* 
bam, it never ceafed rainipg. 
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OF A 

PASTORAL ELEGY 

' HUMBLY IMITATED, 



(Mr, Perks's Dedication to Lady Luxbohouch, 
cQxrtSted by Parfon Allbn.) 

HErc fmgrant flow'rs rcfrcfli the mufihg fair,^ 
Whilft 2sq>hyrs waft their odours. thro* the 

air. , , 
Lujjuriant flwots, with one united blow. 
Rival the colours of the various bow. 
The warbling foiigfters jon the bloflbm'd thorn - 
Sjxdcch; their melodious throats, and wake the 

mom* 
The bee laborious hums around the bower, 
And fips the balmy fwcets of cv'ry flower. 
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*Tis thus the varied fcenc treats every fenfc % 
Pifplays the charms of youth and innocence* 

Within, new objeAs ilfike the wondering eye. 
And ftrokes of fculpturc M5Jth the pencil vye. 
Hcfc breadungil}adofrs each apartment gr^cc^ 
AikI meagps buftos ftcw their marble face. 
The robed peer, full drawn, majeftic ftands. 
And mimic miniature in motley bands. 
There Nature's fports, from India's diftant (hore. 
Or d^elsM in %lii|er mofs,, or dfkl to pre! ' 
See heaps of (hells, old Ocean's glofly ftore. 
Have left their briny cells, and weep no more j 
Beneath the rolling wave no longer (leep. 
Swept from the rocks and caverns of the deep ; 
Some fkilful hand the pleafing taflc purfue. 
And add new Itiftre to their napve hue, 
The grotto'sj^ride, when gayly interchang'd, 
They fhine, in>cgular confufion rang'd. 
Plot O ! the lovelieft fight is yet concealed. 
By. human art Aever to be excell'd. 
Here cv'ry flow'r, that decks th'enamcU'd meads. 
Or thro' die gjtovc its vernal beauty fpreads. 
In lively tints fo natural, £> true, 
A piece moce pc^eft Titian never diew. 
Thus Tafte polite^ and Judgment nuire refia'd^ 
Feaft the admiring eye, and cultivate the i^iqd* 



1.1TTER 



|ifT.T:^;^S,: • 41. 



t E r ryE/K , xiv. 

S I Rt EarreUSf Wedn^af , July sf^ 

IH A V E juft time to tell you, riiat J 
receive yow mo^ ^igr^Abje and obliging 
letter yefterday i and ikall bt igl^ of youf 
qompany and ywr Brother'^ j^c^;neact W&Jnefi 
day, being to dine at Mrs, Chcfter^s on.Tucfday, 
•ii— Outing writes word that if his coufin return$ 
to London, as he intends, next Monday, he will 
come for two or three days to Barrells ; an4 
hopes to meet you and Mifs Dolman.— A re- 
port prevails at Henley which would give, m^ 
great concern, but that your letter being dated 
lafl Sunday makos^me think it aln^ft ioipoffible 
to be true : yet it fhocked me a good deal to 
hear, the manyxkcuaiftasicef repeated belonging 
to this fuppofed fatal accident ^ which is^- th^ 
Mr. Ddtnw was drowned kft Thurfday, being 
a fifhing in Grove Field, near Warwick j and 
that his corpfe was brought to Litchfield on 
Ft\ddY^ and on Saturday two genjtkmen fet out 
feparate roads for Oxford to get his fcholarihqp.^ 
one of which bi^ught this news to the Swan^ 
and told it to Mn Hall and jMr. Holyoak^ and 

another 
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another Oxford fcholar whom Mr. Hall is ac- 
quainted with, came the next day to Henley 
and confirmed the fame, -expt^ng- gr^t con- 
cern. They added, that Mr. Welch's fon, of 
Grove Park, was fifliing with Mr. Dolman, but 
could not fa\ne him ^- and that his eftate'cohies 
to his fiftcr. How-to recojlcije idl this with 
your fending me his compliments in your letter 
on Sunday, fome OEdipus itiuft determine* 
I will hope it is vas falfe asii is true that 1 
am. Sir, 

Your n^ofl: obligcfi humble fervant, ^ - 

rt.^'Lty>C]6okouGH.' ] 



L E T T E R XV. 

f. Barrcil^Tucfday nightjAuguft 23d, 1748. 

IT is well r am in im/alid-y hm even that I 
fear will not be an excufe fufficient for my 
delaying thanks^ fo greatly due to you. Sir, to 
Mifs Dolman, and to your Brother, for the 
friendly vifit you ^ade me at-Barrells ; which I 
finccrely alfiire:-you gave me^bbth health and 
plcafwre : for- 1 look upon tbsfe two as infepa* 

rablc 
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rablc companions : and I am certain the ragged 
walk to TJlenhall-Ghapel (however conducive 
to beahbj according to the Phyfician, orto bap-' 
pinefsj according to the Divine) would never 
have inclined me to undertake it^ had not the 
company I was with fmoothed the road^ and 
levelled the ruts -, for fuch was the effed it 
had at leaft upon my imagination. But the 
roads are as rough as ever,, and I as lazy ; /which 
Ihews that we bermits are . to blame, droning 
away our time in our cells. For my part, I had 
a fever, and kept my bed.yefterday: I am not 
very ftrong to-day j but to reftore my ftrength 
and health, (at leaft to give me pleafure) \ pro- 
pofe to wait on Mifs Dolman at Bromf ncx( 
Monday (the 29th) to breakfaft and dinner^ 
and to return to Barrells after: viewing tht Giants 
Caftle at Hagley. I will then deliver to you 
the books you lent me, as alfo the green manu- 
fcript which* 1 fo much valued myfelf upon 
having ftole from your pocket. Nothing could 
make me releafe it biit your promife in your 
laft letter of giving it mc with Additions. Tbofe 
I fhall. always covet 5 and amendments I Ihall 
never require. 

I have not yet been well enough to anfwer 
Lady Hertford's letter-, fo.have. not fent her 
any thing more of yours. Queen Elizabeth 

you 
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you know fhe has.; and as Jbe pleafed her as 
well as myfelf in her firft drefs^ I have not fent 
her in the other. 

Mr. Outing (notwithftanding the fyllabubs) 
iarrived here about two days after you left War- 
wickfliire. He tells me nothing about maids 
or widows ; but does not fecm very ready to 
make new fyllabubs, nor to forget old friends : 
but I confefs that his negle&ing the opportunity 
of telling them fo, does not fet his friendftiip off 
to the beft advantage. Perhaps he leaves thofe 
marks of it in the dark, to let them appear in 
the more refplendent manner when he has held 
out the lantern of truth to enlighten theni, as 
to his late feemingly remifs conduft. And upon 
this afiair he is now I believe employed, having 
tSkxA for ihk and paper. 
' I think I faw a locuft on Sunday laft : Mr. 
Bradley found it in his corn fingly. If it is onc^ 
one might call it a flying grajhopper \ for it is ex- 
a£tly like the grafhopper, only two inches and a 
half long, and has a. brown complexion, and fix 
itet and four wings ; and eats leaves. 
- Smith's Defigns would undoubtedly (if well 
coloured) be delightful objeds, as I fuppofe 
diem all drawn in perfpcftive : and for the co* 
louring, you need be in no fear of either error 

or 
6 
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or expehce, as you can do them h well your- 
fclf. 

f My niches are as hollow as when you left 
them* The maibn I have not feen ; and the in- 
tended aitseration I had almoft forgot, for want 
of feeing the place. Such indolence is Inexcu- 
iable ; yet it does not make me in the finalleft 
degree forgetful of what regards my friends, 
nor of their advice; which I am ever fateful 
for, and wifh only I had fpirits good enough to 
kaften the execution of the workmen. 

My paper allows me only to fay, diat I 
am. 

Your faithful fervant, 

H. LVXBOROVGH. 



LETTER XVL 

W Barrelb, Monday night, Sept. s^» t74it 
SIR* 

IT is with great pleafure I learn withm thefe 
few hours, that Barrells is eight miles nearer 
to the Lealbwes than I have hitherto thought it; 
and that the deep ruts I had formed an idea 
of) are kvtlkd down to bowling-greens, j^ 

is 
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. is the itccount txtf ftiend Johnfbn gives ; who 
ferves me with coals; lives at Noithfield> is 
acquainted with Haks Oweny the Gran^e^ and 
with the LeafiweSy where he fays lives one Mr. 
^henftone. He, by my defire, puts my poftil- 
lion into that lucky road to-morrow to carry 
_you this letter ; by which I acquaint you of the 
pleafure I propofe from it : for in cafe it proves 
as be fays ; and tha.t you are hot otherwife en- 
gaged, you will fee me at the Leafowes any 
day you pleafe to name, either of this week or 
the next after Wednefday. Mr. Outing and 
Mr. Hall will accompany me : and we propofe 
going early in the morning and returning at 
night to Barrells.— You fee. Sir, what an agree-, 
able place, adorned with tafte, and more agree- 
able converfation, fubjedts you to : yet you 
might for this feafon have efcaped the trouble 
of our company, had it not been for your neigh- 
bour Johnfon's good rtport ; who, had he been 
a divine, might perhaps have conducted more 
pilgrims to heaven by this favourable account, 
than others have done by the merit they pro- 
pofe to them, in reward for labouring through 
thorns, and ilruggling with dangers \ and might 
by the fame rule have freed you from the inter- 
^liption our vifit may give to eremitical retire- 
ment; if, like other more pious divines, he 
- 7 had 
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had left your roads as rugged and perilous as 
they appeared to us before he traced them out. 

I write a line to Mifs Dolman, (whom I hope 

i to meet at your houfe) and return her J^ilking- 

ton's Memoirs, which entertained me agreeably. 

I find, upon reading them over, that the per- 

fon fo often mentioned and diftinguilhed by 

the letters J. W le, is Mr. Worfdale the 

Painter. 

I fuppofe Saturday or Monday next will not 
be difagreeable to you for our vifit : but leave 
it to your choice. 

Pardon this fcrawl, wrote after midnight; 

and be fo kind as either to fend my fervant to 

Broom with my meffage to Mifs Dolman, and 

. the book y or elfe to take charge of them for 

her. 

My compliments to Mr. Jofeph Shenftone. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 

Bamlls, Stpu iitkp 1748. 

YOUR bcncvokncc. Sir, to- your friends 
does not leave them at your gate, but 
accompanies them home ; and, left it fliould not 
remain in their memory, is refieflxed by. new 
marks c^ it. As fuch I look upon your mefl&ge 
and letter to-day ; and have the pleafure to af- 
furc you, in anfwer to your kind enquiry, that I 
am fo far from bodily fuffcrmg, that I am better 
in health than I have been for fome time paft i 
and my mind is greatly regaled by the ideas 
your charming fituation and more charming 
improvements have indulged it with. I muft 
in particular commend your laft alteration ; for 
I never faw a more advantageous one than th^ 
clew you have given to lead to your wood, &c. 

Your apologies in point of lodging, fuppofe 
me to have negleded your invitation, for fear 
of not meeting with fo good a one at the Lea- 
fcwes as in the ruts of the Port-way, or fome 
dirty lane nearer home ; which might have been 
pur lot, as it was dark« But I hope you wil) do 

me 
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ttic more juftice than to fuppofe I would have 
feeen fo unkind to myfelf as to have quitted a 
place where I was fo preffingly invited, and 
lb agreeably entertained, had I not been obliged 
to return home that njght. But left you (hould 
think this a compKment, I promife faithfully 
(and as it is for my own fake, you may believe 
me) to ftay, next time I gQ to the Leafowes, all 
that night,, and as far of the next day as you 
Ihall think reafonable and fafe for travelling. 
This promife, or rather threat, you may depend 
Upon: ib beware. 

I was glad of the honour of meeting Lord 
Dudley and his Sifter at your houfe •, and hope 
for that of feeing them at mine. The reft of 
the company which happened to come to you 
were extremely agreeable ; and I regretted no- 
thing but want of day-light which deprived mc 
of fo many pleafures at once. 

As to Parfon Hall, I never thought there was 
any offence given him : if there was, / gave it 
firft J but being unconfcious of it, I never made 
him an excufe ; but, on the contrary, reproached 
him for leaving my chaife a quarter of a mile 
from home ; where, when I came, I found him 
very good-humoured, and he lay here. How- 
ever, when I received your letter this afternoon, 
I fent it to him to Henley to read : he returned 
E 2 it 
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it immediately, with the inclofed anfwer ; and I 
believe him fo fincerc, that he never once ima- 
gined any perlbn could take any thing that was 
faid but as a joke : and I confefs myfclf not only 
fo Jincerey but alfo fo ftupid^ that I did not con- 
ceive it could be fuppofed otherwife ; or that 
what was faid was capable of admitting of any 
other interpretation, till your letter reminded 
me, that perhaps before ftrAngers it might not 
be proper : but if fuch is the cafe, before 
ftrangcrs one muft few up one's mouth, and 
be exceeding bid company, left they fhould 
imagine one wants common humanity to one's 
own friend ; which would here be the cafe, as 
I look upon Mr. Hall as mine. 

In the hurry yefterday of pleafure and fatigue, 
1 forgot to return thanks for a fine greyhound 
I received from the Leafowes by my fcrvant 
the laft time I fent. He has catched me a hare ; 
and feems of a race to catch many.-»-I beg my 
bcft compliments to Mr. Jofeph Shenftone, 
whofe obliging temper is to be liked by all, and 
is much regarded by me, 

I fuppofe Mifs Dolman is returned to Broom ; 
but hope you will make my compliments to her 
and her Brother in the moft friendly manner^ 
and wifh fo many miles and rugged ways did 
not part us. I begin' to envy the ants, v/ho are 

hid 
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hid from the world, and the world from them, 
till the fummer fun returns to enlivep it- This 
you will fay is a fad profpeft I have propofed 
to my view ; perhaps more really ferious than 
Mr. Hervey's of the Tombs ! But true however 
it is, that winter in the country is too folemn 
to give pleafure, though it may give awe y and 
I love if as much as a child does a rigid parent, 
put to put off the evil day, I hope you will affift 
by lengthfning ppt the autumn as long as pof- 
fible, by yoyr company here and your Brother*s, 
and by your agreeable letters when I do not fee 
you. — I dafe not name the Qreen Book now, 
tho]jgh precious to me ; for you have paid great 
intereft for the loan of it, by the fix lines you 
fent me to-day, wHich ape delightfully pretty ; 
and which Lord Dudley and myfelf ought 
to think ourfelves honoured by: but yet, the 
int&eft paid, the principal is ftill due, and the 
Green Book is ftill my objedt:. Whatever 
you write, or defign, is fo ; therefore it is faying 
no more than you have heard me fay before 5 
and which I am hopeful you will believe, 
knowing that I dcferve by my fin?erity to be 
efteemcd 

Your moft faithful fervant,^. 

_ , E 3 H. LuXBOROUGH* 
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P. S, Mr. Sanders fpeaking of the diimn* 
Bon of his Optic Glaflfes yefterday, put me in 
mind of meafuring mine. It is near three inches 
and a half diameter, convex on one fide, and fiat 
on the other; in which latter account it rc- 
fembles his : but I hope you will have fome 
further inflru&ions from him about it, as he 
ieems to be very ingenious and curious, and I 
may glean after you. 



LETTER XVIII. 

8 1 R» BaiTclls, Sunday, Oaober i6th» ij^t. 

THE impatience with which I waited for 
the pleafure of hearing from you, in an- 
fwer to my lafi, I looked upon as a proof that 
nothing I could read was fo agreeable to me as 
what you wrote : and had I been doubtful in 
my opinion, your letter and Autumn verfes 
would have confirmed it. This is no compli- 
ment, nor am I guilty of flattery. I fpeak my 
mind •, fo that if I am guilty of an error, it muft 
be in judgment : and I do not believe it pof- 
fible, even for all your modefl:y, to pack a jury 
that would find me fo in ibis cafe : yttjuft as I 
' ^ ' ' am 
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im to your writings, I am partial to the autumn 
fcafon :— perhaps you will become fo whea 
grown fomewhat older ; and not exclaim againft 
thatj^^i;^ feafon (as you call it) which, if it 
does not afibrd all the gaieties of fprii^ and 
fummcr, is however attended with fewer difap- 
pointments. Would you in fpring enjoy the 
beauty of your parterre, a fudden fhower drives 
you home ; in fummer you are obliged to fliut 
out the delicious profpcdt of the ripened grain 
and the various labours of the peafant, leil^ 
like him, you Ihould be fcorched by the fun- 
beams, which your fpreading waters refledt the 
more ftrongly, or be catched, though under the 
fhelter of an oak, bf the mercilefe lightning : 
wli^ereas in autumn, though more languid, the 
fun has ftill power to chear, and its gentle 
heat caufes no pain ; it ftill ferves to ripen 
fruits, which are to be your confolation in win- 
ter ; and though the days are fhort, every hour 
of them may be enjoyed in meads and groves, 
where indeed the trees lofe their verdure •, but 
it is no more than changing their drefs (as fomc 
lowly nymphs have done of late) from a plain 
green gown to a rich brocade mixed with ten 
thoufand Ihades : and as it is wove by the hand 
of Nature, fliould ftill pleafe in its variety, 
though not equally as in its bloom j nor Ihould 
E 4 its 
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its more folemn and decent appearance antici- 
pate by refledkion the rigours of winter. Too 
foon flie will make her fhivering naked appear- 
ance, and make us wilh ourfclves buried with 
the ant, till fpring returns, unlefs Ibme fociai 
friends aflemble (as at Barrells in 1747) to 
fupply with their converfation . the abfence of 
the fun.-^I cannot perfuadc Mr. Outing to 
allow of my indulgence to autumn •, though, to 
favour my argument. Nature has been fo re- 
markably Idnd this lafl Oftober to adorn my , 
Shrubbery with the flowers that ufually blow 
at Whitfuntide, and deck my apple-trees with 
bloflbms, which we faw upon two of the trees 
three days ago, and have now primrof^s and 
polyanthufes growing. Perhaps it is not fo at 
the Leafowes j for though the fame fun lights 
us, it may be cloudpd over there, and your 
flowers withered all when Thomfon died. — Na- 
ture indeed fhould mourn for one who fung fo 
well her praifes j but that debt paid, and hi? 
urn placed in your grove, (fo worthy of its re- 
ception) flie will no longer weep her Poet, but 
adopt you her favourite to fucceed him. — His 
Caftle of Indolence I have* read at laft, and ad- 
mire feveral parts of it. He makes the Wi- 
-zard's Song mofl: engaging: but, as Lady Hert- 
ford obferves, it is no wonder ; for 

*' tic needs no Mufe who diftates from the Heart;" 
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and Thomfon's heart was ever devoted to that 
Archimage. Do not copy him too nearly in 
that; it would be cruel to your frieiids, if^ 
like him, 

<c ■ your ditty fweet 

*.^ You loathed much to write, nor cared to repeat.** 

I {hall bp glad to fee the model of your urn ; 
but more glad to fee tl>e urn itfelf in your 
grove, and its fhadow trembling in your trans- 
parent ftream. I hope it will be well executed, 
^ it will give you a penfive pleafure, and to all 
who fee and read how you have celebrated the 
memory of one who ' fo well deferved it. Fu- 
ture urns no doubt will be raifed to you, but 
long may they remain unneceffary i though, 
according to your propofing to end your labours 
(which is ending your pleafures) as foon as two 
more things are erefted, I fhould look upon 
your deaph ?is very near, and that you imagine ' 
he is to fnatch you to his arms juft as you arc 
laying the laft white brick of the fecbnd garden- 
feat : for no lefs a monarph than he could flop 
t:he courfe of your elegant improvements. If I 
guefs right, the moft rapid curre^it, or (what 
js yet ftronger) the moft afpiring ambition might 
as well be ftopped as your inclination ceafe 
'^hich forces you to adorn your villa, or ever 

, your 
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your taftc defcend to the vulgar rule of leaviitg 
things as yop found them. I often wifli I had 
had that fame ufeful vulgar prudence ; and yet 
how afbamed fhould*! have been of ity when 
friends of tafte had fecn me enjoy the tbiftles 
an4 nestles that adorned this iavagc place^ as 
contentedly as the afs that feeds on them ! 

If your expoftulations with Mr. Lyttelton were 
frufyues^ his vifit was as much fo ; and upon 
fucH occafipns I never |ov? to be behind-hand 
;pith greal people. 

Xhe eldeft fon of Archimage, and thq little 
jrpund fat oily Man of God, talk of making you 
a vifit the week that is now coming in ; and 
for that I waited xo write : biit unlefs ^reather^ 
yoads, and all convenience^ confpirCj^ t tell the 
former, I am fure he V7ill not f^t out, Bijt he 
fays i clo not form a right notion of |ijm ; fo I 
leav? it to him to prove. I^ the meaq timc» 
they define their compliments to you j I fup- 
pofe I need not fayl mean Mr, Outing and Mr. 
Hall.— I will fend DodHey's three volumes by 
them.*— As to your thought about improving 
the Show-box, I do not defpife it for believing 
you took it from the thing called Londorj 
Cries, which children play with ; for. the grea; 
Handel has told me that the hints of his very 
bcft fongs have feveral of them- been owipg to 

the 



i 
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^ founds in hi$ ears of c^rks in the ftreet : anc^ 
why may your eyes not take a hint frpni ;hc 
manner in which they ai:e e^^hibjited in thp fore* 
mentioned little machine ? but I queftion if it 
can be fo well performed in fo large a thing as 
thefe machines ' we have. Ifhe paper would 
rumple if not fattened to pafteboard^ and if 
faftened, would be too ftifF to roll round the 
rollers; yet 1 do not know whether, as you 
obfcrve, fome fort of canyas niight not do. It 
would be a good amufemcnt in. the Wizard's 
Caftle ; for by this means it would give no 
trouble to bring all the beautiful gardens and 
palaces of the world to your view, as his chry- 
ftal globe by turning fliewed him the varioiss 
turns of man. For my part, I propofe to have 
at my Caftle of Barrells -ffiolus's Harp ; a mufic 
which will never ceafe here as long as the winds 
maintain their power. 

I do not complain of your punftuality as to 
paying Intereft for the Green Book ; but I am 
ftill as impatient for the principal, as if you 
|iad allowed me nothing to live on. I am alfo 
jealous of the Red Book, who robs me I fear of 
your tinae. Mr. Outing's anxiety is for the 
Red one 5 fo I expeft no compaffion from him : 
all I defire is, that, whether green or red, you 
will let mc hAvtfime of your fFcrks to fubfift 

upon 
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\xvon this winter: and if I did not fear ta 
make too many demands at once, I would alfor 
beg for fame c£ your company* 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H. LincBOROuaH« 



LETTER XIX. 

SIR, ^arrells. November 2d, 1748. 

IN th& l^ft letter I wrote you (which I hope 
yop received) I prqmiied to fend you 
DodOey's MifceUany by Mr. Outing and Mr. 
flail Uie week following; but finding they 
have not yet fixed a day for their journey, I am 
fefolved to yentur? fpndipg the books by your 
faithful poftwoman, (to whom Mr, Bradley will 
deliver them) rather than to wait any longer for 
mcflTepgers whq may perhaps n^ver perform 
their promife : fqr the beauties of aptumn will 
foon decay, though they are nqt decayed yet 5 
the roads grow bad, and the days, which ar? 
already ihoft, will be fhortpr ; aqd Mr. Outing's 
l^ufinefs, whiph obliges him to be ii> Londq^ 

before 
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before this month is out, may all ferve as rea- 
fons perhaps for their not going to the Lea- 
fowes this ye^r, and may be the caufe of my 
feeming to negled: what you defire of me ; which 
I am incapable of: and therefore, in juftice to 
myfelf, I fend the books another way ; but in 
juftice to' Mr. Outing, (whom I often accufe of 
indolence) I muft fay that his inclination and 
fricndfhip in this cafe got the better of his lazi- 
nefs, and of every dragon that might fall in his 
way to obftrud his journey ; but not caring to go 
alone fo far, and Mr. Hall being bent upon the 
fame vifit, they agreed to go together ; and the 
latter, after fixing feveral days, and being pre- 
vented by his Father's illnefs once, and various 
things at othpr times, tells Mr. Outing now 
that he has no horfe, and ha^ rather defer going 
till fpring ; fo that I forefee Mr. Outing will 
be deprived of the pleafure he propofed for the 
prefent, unlefs you will be fo good as to come 
to Barrells, where you would not only fee him, 
but give me the pleafure of your company, 
which you did promife me when I faw you laft ; 
and which will make me very happy: fince I 
value it greatly in the blooming feafon of the 
year, you may judge what a cordial it will be 
in the frozen folitary feafon that approaches. I 
ought not indeed to invite you at fuch a time, 

but 
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but it is a proof that I am fenfible of your good 
nature, which takes pleafure in nothing fo mucii 
as in obliging ; and I have for that reafon ven- 
tured to point out the way in )*hich you arc 
fure of obliging greatly. 

Sir, 

Your faithful humble fehrant; 

H. LUXBOROUCH. 

P. S. Could you lend me the SbtUtkcock ? It 
is for Mr. Allen to read once more. 

Mr. Outing begs his compliments to you,' 
and hopes you will be convinced (and I hope the 
fame) that, notwithitanding my joke about his 
lazinefs in my former letter, he Was ready and 
^lirous to perform this journey % and he now 
repents waiting for Mr. Hall ; fo that you can- 
not fcruple favouring him with your company 
here ; or if you fhould be fo ceremonious as 
that, /might yet claim a vifit from you. 

My beft compliments, pray, at Broom, and 
to your Brother, whom I hope to lee here.— I 
am impatient for the Green Book.— Mr. Outing 
and I are gathering flower-feeds proper for your 
grove ; which I will fend you to fow in ipring, 
with fome Star of Bethlehem and fome Layers of 
Paffion Flowers for your Hermit, and to make 

your 
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youT Hermitage more proper for the reception 
of Mr. James Hervey, if he fliould travel your 
way. 
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Barrellsy Sunday Eventng» Nov. I3t1h 174S.' 
SIR, 

TH E uncertainty of my receiving an an- 
fWer from you in due time, according to 
the date, and alfo my prefent uncertainty as to 
which day of this month I -am moft likely to 
have the pleafure of your company at Barrells, 
and, above all, the fear of being by fome ac- 
cident deprived of it, or by my abfence feem 
andefervmg of it, are all reafons which oblige 
me without the leaft delay to acquaint you, 
that, before I received your laft welcome letter, 
I had yielded to Mr. and Mrs. Reynalds's ftrong 
invitation to Somervile*s-Afton -, where, had I 
refufcd to go, yet Mr. Outing mull have gone, 
having part of his wardrobe there (as his firft 
vifit from London was to them) ; as alfo, fome 
bufihels which he fays he muftgo to finilh, even 
if I fliould again be prevented from going where 
I have been fo long expeded : and I dare fay 
9 you 
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you would be forry to find him gone fron^ 
Barrells ; and more fo, to have a fecond time 
reafon to think his friendfliip rcmifs in its duty. 
Therefore, Sir, thcfe confideratioris weighed, I 
determine to fend a meflenger tc^ the Leafowcs 
to-morrow with this, and my compliments to 
you and Mr. Jofeph Shenftone-, and to ac- 
quaint you, that our day of march from Bar- 
rells to Afton is fixed for Friday next, the 1 8th 
inftant ; and that of our return for the Friday 
following, the 25th : and we (hall depend upon 
feeing you the firft moment your bufinefs or 
inclination permits. How readily would my 
pen and wifhes fix the 26th9 that being the 
carliefl: moment ; but you obfervc in your let- 
ter to Mr. Outing, that fixing days is an en- 
croachment upon liberty ; therefore I am filent, 
and fubmit to the time which fuits your con- 
venicncy. And as I do not intend to make any 
more excurfions till fpring returns, and do not 
expeft any company here, I fear no interrup- 
tions from this fide the Uckee^ (how do you 
fpell it ?) and flatter myfelf there will be none 
on the other: then fhall I fee you arrive per- 
haps through fnow or rain, which will heighten 
my gratitude, but moderate my joy. The 
Green Book will add greatly to my pleafure, 
and your converfation will make me prefer 

winter 
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^inteJ* to my favourite autumn, though I have 
fefufed that preference to fpriiig : but to fay 
the truthi no feafbn can be difagrecable in com- 
jfJany one likes ; nor none agreeable with the 
infipid or Unfeciable, the unfriendly, or the un- 
itieaning; the defigning, the tale-bearing, the 
pedantic, or the ignorant, &c. &c. from all 
ivhic^h may the Divine Powers deliver us •, and 
may I foon enjoy the reverfe company in my 
chimney corner ! then fhall I be agreeably en- 
tertained ; Rdr. Outing be eafcd from his fears 
^f not feeing you before he leaves the fcountry ; 
and Mr. Hall be enabled to make his own excu- 
fes to you, and in particular to Mr. Jofcph Shen- 
ftdne for not performing his promife. He feems 
peiiitent, and I galled him a little, though with 
your gentle and kind reproaches, which he felt, 
notwithftanding at that inllant he was wrapt in 
ecftacies of joy and admiration *, for he had pur- 
chafed an incomparable horfe the day before. 
I'he beauty of novelty is great with him -, but it 
will fee decayed farfore this month is out, and -he 
will then have the more time to give you marks 
df his friendfhip ; which I dare fay is alw^s fin- 
cere^ and not tranfient, as his paffion for his 
horfe may be.-^Now I have anfwcred for him, 
F permit 
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permit mc to fay for myfclf, that I am moft 
ftcadily. Sir, 

Your fincere and obliged 

humble fervant, 

H« LUXBOROUCH* 

If it fuitcd you to go with us to Somerviles- 
Afton, I can anfwer for your welcome there, 
as well as for the additional pleafure it will be 
to me and to Mr. Outing ; who would tell 
you fo himfelf, but the meflenger who is tb 
carry the letter cannot wait \ and he experts to 
fee you fo foon, that my pen only Ipeaks for 
him now. 

Lord Dudley gave me hppes of coming to Bar* 
rells, which would do me honour and pleafure. 
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WoQton^ Sunday Evening, Nov. 20tby I749* 
SIR, 

TH E inclofed, of ancient date, will inform 
you of the dilemma I have been in.— -Hav- 
ing a kind of hofpital erf* fick fervants was no 

agreeable 
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agreeable circumilance ; and the fear of difo- 
bliging my friends at Someryiles-Afton, or of 
miffing of the pleafurc of your company at 
Barrells, had you come whilft I was there, 
were reafons that diminiihed the happinefs I 
propofed by both thofe rifits ; mine to them, 
and yours to me. To prevent thefc misfor- 
tunes, I was fending a meflenger to the Lea- 
fowes with the inclofed, when my houfekeeper 
was taken dangeroufly ill, and obliged me to 
fend my meflenger to Afton, inftead of the Lea- 
fowes, to acquaint them I could not go thither, 
according to my promife: but he met Mr. 
Rcynalds on the road coming to fetch me. H« 
ftayed with me from Tuefday till Thurfday, 
every moment expefting you ; and the more 
fo, as he found by me, that your defign was to 
come whilft Mr. Outing's bufinefs permitted 
him to ftay in Warwickftiire, which was not to 
exceed this month. In (hort, Mr. Reynalda ^ 
left me on Thurfday, but infifted upon my 
promifing to go to Afton on Wednefday next, 
and you with me (for he concluded you would 
be at Barrells now, becaufe it wants but ten 
days of the end of the month).— My fervant is 
got pretty well. — ^Mr. Outing is ftill here, 
though he expefts every day or hour to receive 
a fummons to go ta London 5 and Mr. Rey- 
I^ 2 nalds 
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nalds has fcnt his fervant purpofely to-day with 
a letter to dcfire us not to fail to go on 
WedncCJay, and that he will come again to 
fetch me ; and alfo an invitation to you to go 
with us : already he has contrived to keep room 
for you, therefore you will not ftay away upon 
a fuppofition of any inconvenience to him. ! 
fliall return home on Wednefday, the 30th inft. 
and fliall hope you will return with me, and 
enliven this melancholy feafon by your agreeable 
company.-— Mr. Outing defpairs of feeing you, 
unlefs you come to Afton with 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH* 
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SIR» Barrellsy December 12th, 1748. 

METHINKS I fee you by your chimney- 
fide, your pen in your hand, and the 
Red or Green Book before you, juft going to 
exprefs with poetical elegance fome refined or 
fublime thought, which might have afforded 
pleafure and improvement to prefent and future 
ages ; when you are interrupted by your old 
poftwoman, who prefents you my infipid letter ; 
you frown a juft diflike to the interruption, re^ 

venge 
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venge yourfelf with yovr heel on the ifinocent 
plaifter of your roora^ and then you begin to 
confxder ferioully what can lia^ve dfawn upon 
you the plague of an cpiftolary correfpondencc^ 
to which you had esMkavoured to put a &c^ by 
not anfwering my two laft letters : and you will 
not guefs at the reafon> unlefs I tell you that I 
write now chiefly for other people's hufuiefs. 
In the firft place. Lady Hertford, at ray recom* 
piendation^ (thinking it would be agreeable to 
.you) cpjf^fents to fubfcribe to Mr. Smith's Draw-, 
ings J ^hich you will be pleafed to acquaint 
him of: ^nd | \Yas willing to let you fee the 
fuccefs g£ my recommendation as foon as I 
fould. You feemcd to efpoufe the map's int€> 
reft, and tQ approve of the Vic\vs he is going 
to publifli i and I could have wiflx^d to fervc 
more eflentially any perfpn recommended by 
yovi.— I am next^ Sir, to return Mr. Allen's 
thanks and his compliments to you, wi^h Mr. 
WhKller's Poem,. Mf. Reynalds^s devoirs I 
^m alfo defired to pay you, and thpfe of Mrt 
Outing I who were both forry you did not ac- 
cept of the invitation to Spmcyiles-Afton. -rr 
tiere ends my embafly. 

Before I conclude, rmuft tell you, that I wenj 
to Afton on the day I wrote you word I fhould 
go, and returned hither on Thurfday, the firfl; 
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of this month : which was only one day later 
than I intended, .and that was becaufe of the 
death and burial of one of the invalid fervants, 
which (as I wrote you word) made an hofpital 
of my houle at that time.— Mr. Outing returned 
with me, hoping to find you .here, and did 
not leave me till laft Thurfday. I am now 
fllone, and the feafon not inviting to travellers ; 
but the weather and roads are godd ; and as 
you find fewer horrors in Winter than in Au- 
tumn, I will hope that you will once more en* 
liven it with your company : my hearths will 
blaze the brighter, and Eolus will fet his harp 
to fofter mufic, or feem to do fo, if you are 
here ; and focial Winter will vie not only with 
fruitful Autumn, but alfo with flowery Spring, 
and be fure of fuccefs, if you favour my Her- 
mitage with your company. 

I fend you Lady Hertford's (or rather the 
Duchefs cf Somerfet's) Letter to perufe, and 
dcfire you will return it as foon as poflible, 
for I have not anfwered it. — If you have the 
Peruvian Letters, I flaall be glad to fee them. 

Mr. Hall ftays for this fcrawl, and only 
allows me time to fay that 

I am. Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, and 

Conjiant CcrrefpGndent ; 
I wifti 
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I wiih I could fay, in the ftyle of the weekly 
News-papers, 

" Tour cmfiant Rcader^^ 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

My compliments at Broom ; and I hope to 
fee Mr. Jofeph Shenftone here. 
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'SIR, Barrells, Siuiday, Decem1>er 18th, I748» 

THOUGH there were not in the reproofs 
I took the liberty to give you, the fame 
delicacy as in thofe the Duchefs of Somerfct 
gave me, I may venture to fay they arofe from 
the fame motive; which I am proud of, and 
will, I hope, produce the fame efFeft ; which 
will give m% great pleafure. Her's have already 
obliged me to be more than punctual ; for I 
have wrote to her Grace twice in eight days, to 
atone for having wrote but once in eight 
months : and you. Sir, have already atoned 
for all the remiflhefs I accufed you of, by the 
very obliging ktter I have received this even- 
F 4 ingi 
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ing ; and by reviving my hopes of feeing yqq 
foon at BarrcUs. It is fufficicnt, that your not 
coming or writing fooner, was no way owing 
to your want of frienjdfhip : tbal enfures your 
pardon ; and I find myfelf now become the 
penitent finner, but expeft the fame pardon ; 
for I «im fenfible I was too fevere (though 
meant in raillery) when I reprimanded you 
for not coming or writing into Warwickfliire ; 
whereas I ought to have ccnfidered I was ii\ 
another county nine or ten days, and that you 
could not guefs I had left orders to be fcnt for 
if you came, or to have yotir letters brought 
me if you wrote.— After my return, indeed, Mr. 
Outing's expedations of feeing you were raifed 
by our not hearing from you -, which- he attri- 
buted to your defign of coming here before 
his return to London ; and his cxpefkations 
raifed my hopes •, fo- that the laft fix days 
(which was the fufl tinre he could allow hin)- 
felf to fojourn here) fecmcd fo many yeairs tq 
him, and made me think the time the long- 
er, though I had not equal rcafon tx) grieve 
at the difappointment, being fuftained by hope, 
whilft he has ca«(e to defpak perhaps fof: 
many months to come. But really, as he was 
the aggreflbr laft year, the affair feems to me 
to be ahtady compromifed between you, with- 
out 
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put the leaft occafiori of reference to a third 
perforu 

Mr. Allen was here h& week^ but is gone v fo* 
that I cannot make your compliments to hina., 
pow, but I can anfwer that he will be gla4 
to make hi& to you in perfon^ asi he has a grcai; 
efteem for you. He thinks fo well of Mrv 
Whiftler's Poeov and. is fo ple^fed with moft 
of the thoughts, that he wilhes them, new 
dreffed, or rathfr the whole thing reyifed by 
fome good poet qf age voovq ipature than that 
^nilemani's then was^ and imagines it wcothy 
of jtbcircarc. 

Permit me tek interrupt vrhat I am faying 
vrith a eiM^ie agaiaaft crow»-pens». |f I wa« to ad4 
to the curies in. the Scrvic;;c for Afhwedncfday^ 
the crows would be loaded with them-, or ra* 
ther, the men \yhq invented potting their quilU 
to this ufe, which at prefent gives me into- 
lerable fatigue, and will prevent my faying 
half of what I would fay to you :-?^How much 
more friendly are the geefc ! Mine were all 
rfptired to reft before I returned from my de- 
votions at Henley ; and I never once thought 
pr imagined that turkies co«ld proidiice a quill 
capable of writing, fo good a Iiand' as your let* 
fer is wrote in. Surely the bird you kilkd for 
Lord Dudley, and with whofe quill you wrote 

to 
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to me, muft have been a phcenix in difguifc t 
How Y could wc have been both fo el^ntly 
feafted by anjr common bird ! If my turkies 
carried fo much wit in their quills, they fhould 
not live till morning, but Ihould be facrificed 
to you. But if, on the contrary, they can only 
convey my wit^ let them live, and let me be 
filcnt for your fake.— Your want of gilt paper 
was no more to be regarded than your want of 
a coronet or crown. My want of a pen and 
ink is really want of common necefiaries, 
bread of water : yet the fad is fo, that I can 
come at neither that will make what I write 
intelligible. All I can do for you is, to make 
my letter the Ihorter. But I muft firft commend 
your intended alterations in your houfe, though 
they prolong the time of your abfence. The 
room you defcribe, is of a good dimenfion, as 
well as elegant : the library will be tlte fame, 
and will be a lafting pleafure to you. It is now 
only in embrio : the improving it to the per- 
feftion you propofe, will be a daily amufe- 
ment. Your fine profpe6ts and waters will aflift 
you in making every thing round it enchant- 
ing : but if you fhould be as fenfible of the 
beauties of the Leafowes as your friends arc, 
they would never be able to get you from it; 
and as I Ihould be one of the grcateft fuffcrcrs, 

I will 
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1 will not encourage you to like it too much. 
Yet I may venture to fay, that I think the 
building you fend me the fketch of, will be a 
fine ornament to one of your woods, and your 
urn a very proper and friendly addition to the 
other. You fay nothing of either of the 
Sketches, fo that I do not know which you have 
fixed upon : I think thofe I have niarked with 

2 and 3, are too common a fhape, and would 
do better in a church than a grove ; that you 
have wrote the infcription upon, is a better 
fhape in my eye ; but I think the top-ornament 
not very pretty, though better than the flame 
in the fecond. The garland of flowers mends 
the Ihape of the third : but I imagine you have 
fixed on the firft, and think it will be very 
handfome. I do not think the pipe, &c. on 
the fourth would be ugly if hung by a rib- 
band to the knot which joins the foliage ; but I 
do not fo well like the bafe of the urn : but I 
fpeak. with great ignorance, and confequently 
with great fu'bmiflion, which you will fay is 
not always a confequence of ignorance ; but it 
ought to be fo, and is fo where the ignorant are 
not by nature fools : apropos to which, permit me 
to fay, that I muft be a great one, if I think my- 
felf capable of criticifing upon your writings of 
any fort.— The elegies you have the goodnefs to 

intruft 
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intrufl; io me, Hull be as ii^urc a& if thejr were 
a treaiure locked up io ^ iron chei)^ an4 
ilcrewed to the floor. I will indulge mjfc^ 
wbilA tt^y are » my pofliefliQa, with looking 
$bem over) but am iocs^xable of afllikingjaff^ 
by giving my judgment upoa theor: without 
sq>pearing t€K> humble^ I viay iay this, even 
without eenfuriog Nature ^ for tihere m^ft bo 
Ibme lesuraing a$ well as common lenfe^ to be 
^bk ta correi^ works of thsrt kitnd ; howerer^ 
if you witl do as I have heard ibme gfeat poet: 
did, (I thioJ^ ^)oliere) who read his Works tq 
his ignorant footman before h^ pubU0>ed Uiem ^ 
fudging that what appeared wrong to him was 
wrong, becauie it muft be unnatural^ I maji 
be qf about as much ufe and no more* 

Mr. and Mrs. Reynards wiihed your com- 
pany at Afton, when I ya& there, for a double 
region :«<r- their own plear\)];«y and the pkaiure 
fhey take ia entertaining all their gucfts with 
what is moft agreeable to their fcveral taj^sy 
m^ they knew your compaay would be agree-, 
nble to miiH^ Tbey do not talk of coming to 
lUrrells at Chriftmas, nor before the winter is 
<yver 3, but I am perfuadcd Mr. Reynalds him- 
felf would come with fpeed, if I could let him 
know when you would be here. .It is a jour- 
^Y of only three hours on horfchack.— I return 

thanka 
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thanks for the Flower Piece, and will read it 
with pleafure, as you recommend it. 

My head-fervants are recovered. She who 
died was a young houfcmaid. I am obliged to 
you. Sir, for enquiring. — My five cows continue 
weli, though every body's cows die round them. 
I look upon it as a peculiar blefling to me, 
wtho am indebted to them for perfefl: health. 
I eat iieartiiy, grow too fat, and have not tafted 
wine, beer, nor cyder, thefe two months or 
more.— I am now bufy in planting the lane 
that joins the coppice, and Jiave chofen my trees 
according to my years. The abele is what I 
plant ; which in four years time will produce 
multitudes of fetts, and grow to be a good 
fliade. Sir Robert Cocks has fent me an hun- 
dred or two of them as a prefent. 

My compliments attend Mr. Shenftohe and 
the family at Broon>e : Mr* Hall's attend yoU| 
•—and I am inviolably 

Your fincere friend and fervant, 

JEi. L, 
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Barrells, Janoafy 4th, 1748-9, Nine at Night. 
SIR, 

IR E C E I VE D your letter of the 30th ulc. 
this evening, in my bed i to which I was 
confined by a nervous fever. I could not even 
read it ; for I had not feen day-light fince the 
fun fet, the evening before 5 which tedious time 
was not once indulged with fweet repofe. I am 
now up, and think it fhould be morning ; but 
as yet, there appears to me as much irregularity 
in time as there is in my pulfe, and as you are 
fure to find in my letter ; efpecially as it is wrote 
under thefe circumftances, I imagined I could 
not hold a pen, and I fiad it only poffible by in- 
tervals. I have however remembered the late 
rough notes of my croaking crow enough to reject 
the afliftance of his quill, and have recourfe to 
the goofe to return the compliments you make 
me, imagining the quill of that bird would fa- 
vour me as it did you : but I am difappointed ; 
fhe is ftill ftupidj and her fifter, who ferved 
you fo well, muft have, been bred at Paris, if 
7 one 
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one judges by her politencfs : and if you have 
ever employed her in the Poetical Pieces you 
have fent me, I fhall think (he has ftudied at 
Parnaflus. — ^Why muft the filly look of the 
goofe entitle her to be the emblem of nothing 
but ftupldjty, when the more filly gravity of 
the owl allows him to be the emblem of wif"- 
dom ? Henceforward I (hall prefer geefe to 
all other of the feathered kind : at leaft, the 
geefe of the Leafowes. 

I am glad your parlour wants no n^ore to 
finilh it than ftucco. ♦ Mr. Wright of Worcef- 
ter ftucco'd my Summer-houfe ; which is well 
done, as to workmanfhip. Where more ele- 
gance is required, he emplpys an Italian under 
him. They did the new work at Warwick 
Caftle, at the Priory, and the infidc of the Tem- 
ple at Lord Archer's. 

Mr. Smith's letter to you. Sir, is exceeding 
polite-, and I rejoice that he looks upon the 
Leafowes in the light that place appears to me : 
my vanity is indulged by it, as is my conftant 
defire to perform what is agreeable to you, 
fmce he feems fo well pleafed that the Duchefs 
of Somerfet's name fhould be added to his lift, 
and that I have had the good fortune to prp^ 
cure it. Her Grace has been very ill^ and is far 
from being recovered, though fhe did me the 

honoOT 
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iionour <6 write me a compliment of coridd* 
^ence upon the death of Lord St. John, my 
Brother (at Naples) which flie fays flie didi 
knowing that I ever write benefits on a rock^ but 
injuries on fand. I have, indeed, in this verj^ 
inftarice, felt that flie does me jaftice -, for the 
news of hi$ deaths, which my Brother Boling- 
broke wrote laft Monday fevennight^ was the 
firft taufe of my diforder.— ^I have been difabled 
fi-om reading over your Elegies with the atten- 
tion / could wifh and they do merit ; but I ani 
well perfuaiied, they willpleafe better judges^ 
ks they do me ; and that they want but little 
of the affiftance of thofe judges to make theni 
as perfeft as yourfelf and your frierids can de-^ 
lire. I confefs, the length of the Preface gave 
ine fome pain^ left the impatience of many rea- 
ders might make them lay dowii the book 
before they got to what that is meant to intro- 
duce therti to: and in fome perfons it may 
raife fcruples as to the propriety of the Elegiesi 
which they would not ever have thought of 
objcftirig to, as it is a kind of diflertation upon 
that fpecies of poetry^ and might perhaps (if 
neceflary at all) be better printed as fuch after 
the Elegies: The many tedidus and bad pre- 
faces that have fatigued the world, may have 
perhaps eaufed a diftike to fuch introducliori§, 
9 howevci* 
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"however perfect they may be, and made tkem 
be condemtted by numbering the pages, rather 
thin by reading them ; and' whether they are 
right or wrong in. doing fo, I believe -ali writeiri 
are under a fort of necelSty of fubmitting to 
the faihioij of the times^ or of renouncing ap* 
plaufe, even when they beft deferve It: &nd 
that tbaf fhould be your cafe^ who deferve fo 
much, would be a concern to all your friends, 
and to none more than to me* I confefs, I was 
doubtful if I ought to objeft to this preface 
to yourielf, though I thought as I now w#ite 
gbout it ;: bvit was diffident of my judgmenc, 
till you mentioned an intention of.curtailing.it 
at leaft. The feventh Elegy I like as wdl as* 
any I have had time to look over, and was the 
Inore inclined to read it^ as you had Lord Beau- 
ihamp in view irt the latter part; but I am' 
apt to think the Duchefs would rather be burf 
than pkafui at the appHeaticMi of it, bccaufe the*' 
kte Duke was fo barbarous as to fay that ftie 
fent her y«» over to kill him.— Might not the 
intention and the fenfe of the Elegy end as 
properly at the fourteenth ftanza " the beauties 
* of Britannia's mind ?*' Perhaps I talk very 
foolilfely; for my fmall genius (if ever I had 
jkny) is grown rufty for want of opportunities of 
ufing, and of brightening it, by convcrfetion : 
G and 
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and my imagination has been robbed of every 
fpark of fire by the fever, to kindle a flame in 
my blood and fcorch my body, whilft my 
thoughts freeze: yet it has left in my heart 
enough warmth to keep friendihip alive as long 
as I exift. And as long as that is, you will 
be fure. Sir, of having 

A moft fincere friend 

and humble lervant in 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

I depend upon your promife of coming loon 

to Barrells ; for the fymptoms of my illnels 

are not fuch as threaten its duration, or my 

death. 

Saturdajr. 

P. S, Mr. John Reynalds has lain here one 
night (ince you wrote to me ; and fays he will 
fly from Aflion to Barrells at your call. Mr. 
^Hall will have equal pleafure in feeing you, and 
lefs way to come. Mr. Allen has been im- 
mured in minced pies, (as I fuppofe) and has 
devoutly paid his homage to bis god fflnfi 
fo long, that his devotion (like that of other bi- 
gots) has made him forget his friends, and 
every worldly duty, beyond the limits of his 
parifli : fo that I have not feen him, but am. 
pcrfuadcd he is not yet fo hardened in his ido- 
latry 
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Btry^ but he will be recalled the moment you 
tome to convert him ; which I the more Rea- 
dily anfwer for, ^s the twelve days are now 
over. 

You are to remark, that though my letter 
was wrote on tlie 4th inftant, my Poftfcript is 
not wrote till the 7tK at night : arid I have thfe 
pleafure to tell you, I am recovered from my 
indifpofition, and wait impatiently for your 
company, arid will keep the Elegies fafe till 
then. 

You had rio nedd to matke an excufe for groups 
ing many fubjefts in the laft Ihort page of your 
letter j for a good maflier knows how to put 
every objeft in its moft advantageous light, 
though they were ever fo nunieroiis, and td 
place them ifo, that tjie more clofely conneded, 
the more pleafmg the groupe, and the moire 
is the judgment of the artiff admired, who with 
his pencil cannot exceed your quilL 
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BtrreHs, Aih-Wednefibf . 

IT is true. Sir, Ufe is chequered^ and with 
great exadnefs too. I have often thought 
it, and now experience it : for your letter was 
delivered to me lafl: Friday at noon, and gave 
me exquifite pleafure ; and that fame evening 
I was feized with exquifite . pain in my right 
foot, which for three days continued raging^ 
and would make me rave, if I did not think 
it JFuftice Divine : for to me to be denied the 
|)ow:er to walk^ is as great a punilhment as it 
if to fome (Outing for inftance) to be obliged 
to nif. Many perhaps in my cafe would 
vainly hlanne the Powers above \ but I al)ow 
their difpenfation to be juft: for a more mo- 
derate pain would not have been adequate to 
the pleafure your letter, and the Verfcs inclofed, 
afforded me. Do not think this a poetical 
fancy ; for if fuch in profe^ it would deferve 
the name of impertinent aflfeftation, — the thing 
1 moft defpife : but ferioijfly, I am quite lame ; 
and though the pain is gone off, the fwelling 
remains ib as to oblige me to Wear a man's 

ihoe. 
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flioe, and confequently the confinement re- 
mains, which is lefs fupportable to me than 
the piin •, for I am fo unknowing in the fcience 
of amufing myfclf without talking about, that 
I can fcarcely write a line when my ftandifli 
is brought me, bccaufe I did not fetch it 
myfclf: — Such is habit! but fuch alfo is the 
order of Providence-, and I fubmit without 
repining.— Hope aflifts me greatly upon this 
occafion ; for as you promife to fend me foon 
.fome more of your poetical performances, I 
already fancy my pain turned into pleafure.— 
Had I been a lover of money rather than an 
admirer of wit, I ihould have founded my 
hopes upon the notion fome of my neighbours 
have, that my lamenefs is the gout, that dif- 
temper being as it is faid generally accom- 
panied with riches -, but I neither believe nor 
wilh them to be in the right. I am fure I am 
not rich, nor fhould I be if Peru was mine ; 
and I am as fure, I would not willingly fuffer 
an hour of pain to become fo; yet I would 
fuffer many fuch without murmuring, to hear 
the converfation or read the fentiments of thofe 
I efteem, and who exprefs their thoughts with 
elegance. 

Now I leave my gout arid my morals, to 

hobble into my ftudy for Ware's Bookof Inigo 

G 3 Jones's 
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Jones's Deiigns \ and Ihall be glad to fee wjiac 
you will execute from the ideas they may giyc; 
you. And when- every body admires i^, I (hall 
perhaps boafl that I helped you (though at th^ 
third or fourth hand) to that idea, by lend- 
ing you the book j aS you might boaft of 
helping me to a found foot if you Ihould 
fend me a crutch. May I never want crutches 
till you want bright ideas, is the felf-inte- 
refted wilh of, 

Sir^ 

Your obliged 

and moft humble fervant^ 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

All I can fay in excufe for Parfon Hall, is, 
that, notwithftanding his garb, he is rather for- 
getful than revengeful.— I fent the letter you 
vrrote him about your bufts inclofed to Mr, 
Outing. 

Have you fcen what Dodfley has lately 
publiflied ? viz. Bolingbroke's Trafts, Fitz- 
olborne's Letters, and three volumes of Poeti- 
cal Mifcellanies : I think he calls it a Collec- 
tion of Poems ; fome are old, fome middle- 
aged, and none I believe quite newj, but are 
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all fuch as deferve to be diftinguifhed and 
prefervcd. Your School-miftrefs is among 
them. The Trafts you have read often in 
fingle pamphlets of flying flieets. Fitz- 
ofborne's Letters I never faw before, nor ever 
heard of the gentleman ; but they are exceed- 
ing pretty, in my mind. 
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§ l^f Barrells, March z^df 1748-9. 

Yp y I?, grje^t punftuality in returning the 
l^ool^5 h^s prevented my fending a fer- 
yant to thank you for your vifit ; which I 
may do yjrith infifjitejy ipore juftice than you 
can thaiil^ nie for my reception^ which was far 
froiT^ dpferyiqg to hayp thje wprd elegant joined, 
to it : the word hearty is the ptmoft it could 
claim, anfi that I may venture to infure for 
as long as my lifp laft$ ; for till fkaf ceafes, 
my finceripy will npt ceafe-, and my efteem 
for you. Sir, in particular, I am certain never 
will. But I always wilh fo enliven th^t i^eavy 
idea which the word hearty conveys, by fome 
entertainment agreeable tq your taft^^ when- 
G ^ eyer 
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ever you favour me with a viiit: but, slas!. I 
have had as many difappointments in my wUkes 
as any perfon ever had, during leveral years 
of my life, I alfo find one io this laft defire ; 
for the weather, or my fpirits, or both, are 
generally deprefled when I wiih them gayefti 
and my folitude is commonly more ftrift when 
I wiih it to be varied, by the arrival of fome 
merry companion or other to entertain me 
and my friends : yet I might live at leaft five 
hundred years in this place before one quarter 
of the incidents happened which are related 
in any one of the fix volumes of Tom Jones. 
I have not yet read the two laft ; but I think 
as you do, that no one character yet is near fo 
ftriking as Adams's in the author's other com- 
pofition, and the plan fecms far-fetched ; but 
in the adventures that happen, I think he pro* 
duces pcrfonages but too like thofc one meets 
with in the world ; and even among thofe 
people to whom he gives good charafters, he 
ihews them as in a concave glafs, which dif- 
covers blemiflies that would not have ap- 
peared to the common eye, and may make 
every modeft reader fear to look in fuch a 
glafs, as fome do who have been beauties, 
and would choofc to fancy themfelves fo ftill. 
The Beauty hcrfclf might fhun it equally -, for 

that 
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that liMt of glaft wouH net flatter, and dcfefti 
would appear, as there » no perfeAion in u^ 
mortals.-^If Mr. Fielding and Mr. Hogarth 
eould abate the vanity of th€f world by (hew- 
ing it* faults (o^ plainly, they would do more 
than the greaiteft divines have yet been capable 
of: But human nature will ftill be the fame, 
and would, I am afraid, furn^fh them, if they 
lived till the world ended, with fuch imperfedfc 
obgefts to rcprefent. 

I thank you. Sir, for Irene, and as much 
for giving me your opinion, which I look upon 
as a fure guide with which I may travel through 
it with lafety and profit. I hear it is nor 
much liked at London ; but though the Pub- 
lic arc far from being in general unjuft judges, 
they are apt to condemn or commend too fud- 
denly ; and, if one thing difpleafes, to be dit 
pleafed with the whole; and the fame, when 
one thing happens to pleaie ^ their praife and 
their condemnation being in extremes-: aod' 
they often damn a play for one fingle fault, or 
extol it for a fingle beauty. 

I fend you a book for your bookbinders 
pattern : but as to your wax, you arc (for the 
firft time in your life) a litrie ungenerous in 
challenging me to match its colour ; you might 
its well bid me match the vermeilk of the rofe^ 

or 
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or the vermHttd of ond of the French Cbakoin^s 
ebeeksj fuch as Boileau was ii^ w^U acquaintect 
with. Is not the wax of your (creating i 

There want« no novelty to make the Liear; 
ibwes agreeabk. If you ceaied abfblut^ly tQ 
add to it, it would ftill be new ; Nature would 
furniih it with never-dying charms; but I know 
you cannot help ailifting it, fo that I fhall dii^ 
cover fome unconfefled beauty which you will 
ieem careful to hide, when I next pay my 
annual vifit and acknowledgments to you.-«-If 
any thing is done here, it will be owing to the 
advice you are fo kind to give me.— I doubt 
whether I rightly underftand in what manner 
you would have the Hermitage become part of the 
Jbrubhery^ hy means of about three yards ofjhrubbery 
m the outfide ofnrf Ume-walk? I fhould be glad 
to make this conneftion; but will -it not lay 
my garden open to the field through which 
pa(]^ a foot- road to Henley ? and yet, accor^ 
ding to your advice, might I not plant that 
ftraight walk, which is now gravelled, full of 
ihrubs, and not let it lead to the Hermitage^ 
Init return in a ferpcntine manner one of my 
crooked fand- walks beyond the Ha! Ha! fo as ta 
ijieet the walk which is bordered by fcrvi^e-.- 
trees and fenced with railsy and does lead in a 
ojrye tq the Hermitage ; in which walk might 
g alfo 
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alio be ihrubs and a ferpentine fand-paflage ? 
This could be done, but 1 queftion if it is your 
meaning. The caufe of my doubt is your 
faying behind the Lime-walk ; whereas I havij 
no limes but from the Pheafant Yards to the 
White Gate that leads to the Field ; and behind 
thofe limes is only the lane which is much 
below the garden, and is lately planted with 
abeles : the walk in the field which immediately 
leads to the Shrubbery is planted yrithfervice^treeSn 
Set me right when I hear from you nexf.— *I 
cannot venture to put up my pavillion this fum- 
mer, unlefs you extend your kindnefs fo for 
as to come over in the warm feafon for a few 
days, to inftrudt me and my workmen j for I 
^m perfuaded they will err, thougl^ Mr. Hands 
fhe Joiner will perform his part well, in laying 
oui the ground as he has done in the wood^ 
work ; but the Mafons I Ihall never manage, 
nor be able even to inftryft^ and as to {he 
pj^nti|ig roupd, I think to differ that till the 
latter feafon, but in the mean time make the 
ftort Ha! H^! on the green, and plant the tw<^ 
elms on each fide the walk before the houfc;; 
gfte, which I will do. 

Mr. Holyoak went laft Sunday to preach 
for Mr. Allen, and found him furprizingly 
batten I will give him the pleafure of know- 
ing 
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lAg you enquired after him.— I wrote Mr. Hall 
word that you did him the fame favour ; and I 
fnclofe what he writes me in a poftfcript. 

The north-caft wind has prevented my walk- 
ihg out till this day» when a falfe report of its 
being changed hurried me out ; but I had too 
much courage to retreat, and I do not per- 
ceive any ill effects from it,— The Spring fhews 
at Icaft the beauties of childhood ; for there are 
plenty of fnowdrops, primrofes, polyanthufes, 
and evert violets, which promife more fweets. 
1 hope you will fniell them before the hated 
Autumn robs them of their perfume. 

I am 
Your ever faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH* 

P, S. As to Mr. Hall's affair, he had a 
laudable ambition to have you write an in- 
fcription to perpetuate his Father's memory. 
You faid you knew him fo little, you defined I 
would give you fome hints to guide you ; but 
I knew him not at all, nor ever faw him in my 
life. The general charafter I have heard, was 
that of an honcft man, a faithful ftcward, and 
7 ^ withal' 
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withal knowing ; fo that his advice was often 
ijlked and followed with fucccfs; and he was 
careful of his family and prudent. More I 
know hot ; but once read a letter of his writ- 
ing ' upon an accidental affair, which was a 
tittle intricate, and obferved in it much pru- 
dence,, judgment, calmnefs, yet not unfeeling 
calpfiaeli, , and much- delicacy of fentiment ; 
from which letter I judged the better of his 
heart and head j yet it was written in the evening 
of his life, and when a private misfortuae had 
ruffled him and lowered his fpirits. Since that,^ 
I have only heard that he was lamented by 
many; and you know how much his fon wa^ 
affedted with it ; and his zeal and afFeftion for his 
father makes him wifli more fiiould be faid of 
him than barely that he lived and died, anrf 
with fomethirig more elegance than the common 
form of what the fexton writes* on a gravr- 
ftone ; biit he doe^ not defire flattery or flou^ 
fifhes: According to this, and to obey your 
commands, I have wrote dowii a kind of fpeci- 
men, which I beg you to perufe, and rejedf 
or alter, or amend, as you fliall fee proper. Asr 
to thefirrf line, I am' dubious if I fhould have it 
or not to begin, '* Here lie," &c. which may be 
too common and dry 5 and yet thc.other may for 

what 
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What I know appear too flourifhing* If it was 
to be fet up in Wcftminftcr Abbey, I thmk t 
ihould venture it ; but to the readers iii Tan-» 
worth Church-yard, perhaps it will dot appear 
that the Reverence here meant is only as to 
an honeft man. 

I caii only add my excufes for pretending to 
j>ut my hints into any method, which I fhould 
Jiave left to you ; but I conlidcrcd the Grceii 
Book might be at a (land, whilfl: your thoughts 
were employed on this Epitaph.-^— Thus fclf- 
love works even] oh the moil difinterefted^ which 
I thought / was ; but find myfelf miiiaken 
when intereft points to me a method of oIk 
tuning any of your' Works ; which in this 
cafe I do at the expence of my friend Mr. Hall^ 
who will have me, inftead of you, to plan his 
fiither's monament; and I am quite unequal 
to the talk. Pray burn it or mend it ; and for 
liis i&ke write another, or add a few lines to this. 

Pray write an anfwer for Thurfday next.—* 
Pity my hurry, and excufe my fcrawl.— Com-* 
pliments to your Brother. 

Praiy do not forget the Green Book. 
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I HAVE no more' than time to let you know 
that I had your book firft and your letter 
after, very fafe ^ . and to thank you for youp 
little flcetch pf alterations in my Shrubbery. In 
order '.to follow it, I have begun by taking 
dowa the ftyles, that no foot-road may prevent 
the execution of what we propofe ; and am 
ungravelling the lime-walk and laying mold on 
it; which is the whole that can :jbe done till 
the planting feafon. In the mean time, I have 
finifhed my lower garden, by turning the feven 
grafs-plats that were in the Ihape of Lord 
Mayor's Cuftards,; into one large one; and 
have widened the gravel-walk raund from five 
feet and. a half to twelve feet and a half .broad. 
As to the court, the pallifades are removed, the 
end- walls built, the turf taken away, the flc^s 
made more gentle, the pillars reraotvcd to ^thc 
extremities of the paHifkdes, and. the fun-dial 
is fet in the middle, and the court levelled, 
raifed, and gravelled j . the two gates are mak- 
ing. The upper garden is ungravcllcd, and 
'. is 
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IS making into a bowling-green ; the pavillioit 
will be fet up next, and the white pales taken 
away from the wall-lide of the ftable-court to 
enlarge that in autumn ^ the w«y to the Cop- 
pice will be altered according to your direc- 
tiMS ; and I hope then you will be fo kind 
as to aifift use ; for it is impofl&le for you at 
s diftattce to jtidge fo well 2:g on xhc plaGe.--4 
do iiot knom if you would have the little gates 
kit or no at each end of the Serrke Walk, 
though they ave co be hid widi flirubs. I pro^ 
pok comjiig ittto the Coppice fcom the Servke^ 
Walk at the farther end bettiweefi the Chairs 
diat Qfverlook the Pit, and tfie &rdier corner 
of the Wood beyond what anfwers to the t<^ 
of die Hermitage Pit. 

i wilh for Mr. Hall's fake you would make 
a new Epkaph; for mine is fcarcely worth 
your retoudujBg. There is one line ia par- 
ticular I do not like : I chink it is, 

«< As a friendly Couilellor he gain'd Afi«aipn." 

The word £Jieim I believe is not uled in the 
wkfflc; thongh I lealiy forget: but in ihort, 
I fkc none of that Une^ and very little of any 
part of die thing. 

Mr. Williams has been daikoiing die ground 
of his performance in my library, ib that I 

muft 
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muft jfcrawl this over in a ftrange manner, to 
give him time to return I^ome. Excu(e mc 
therefore, and believe me to be 

Your ever obh'ged, humble fervant, 

H* LuXBORQUGH. 



LETTER XXVIIL 

Barrells^ Sonday^ Jane 4th, 1749. 
SIR, From my Ckimney-corncr, 

YOUR approbation rewards' amply the 
pains I have taken lately in following 
rny workmen, and adds a relifti to the pleafure 
I take in endeavouring to improve the environs 
of my cotuge. My pavilion is finifhed all to 
tiling and flooring. I believe I Ihall be obliged 
to pen it in with pales to keep off bcafts of all 
l^inds J thofe in human fhapc chiefly : but the 
fence will be hid in time with a hedge, and the 
building fhaded behind with trees, and on the 
fides by flirubs. ThicHa! Ha! is digging.— The 
court has been honoured with Mrs. Kendairs 
coach and fix, which found room fufHcient. 
H The 
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The bowling-green begins to look tolerably 
green fince this late rain, which I hope will 
join the turfs perfeftly. The Abele Walk, and 
that which was gravel, will be filled in the 
planting feafon, and the Serpentines altered to 
4ead to the Coppice ; but the manner of it I 
fliall leave to your direftion, hoping to fee you 
long before that time here, efpecially as Mr. 
Dolman does me the favour to propofe making 
me a vifit whilft my Shrubbery is in beauty; 
which ought to be now : but it is ftill winter here ! 
It is true, there are various fhrubs well blown, 
but it is fo cold, and wet, one cannot walk to 
fee them ; and on the dry days the winds are 
fo high, that it is equally difagreeable, and the 
flowers droop towards the ground when fcarcely 
full blown.— You feem deftined never to fee 
the embroidery Nature bellows upon my Cop- 
pice in Spring ; where we had even this year 
great variety of cowflips, primrofes, ragged- 
robins, wild hyacinths both white and ^blue, 
violets, &c. &c. In thcv Shrubbery, I think the 
fined ornament is the large bufhes of Whitfun- 
rofes, which are ftill in blow, and give one an 
idea of fnow-balls thi^ cold weather. The 
lilac is already over, and has given place to 
the fyringa ; of which I have enough to per- 
fume the place with the help of the fweet- 

briar; 
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iSnar ; and feveral 6f my i'ofes are in blow. If 
this -and the next week fhould prove more like 
fiimmer than the laft, I fliall wilh you and Mr; 
Dolman Vi^ould come.— -Mrs; Reyrialds from 
Glpuceftcrlhire ii ndw with mc^ and defires hef 
Icompliments to you, and will be glad to fee 
you here. Her hufband is to come on Tuefday to 
ftay herfe the reft of . this week. She will ftay 
here during the next week alfo •, but the week 
after that, I expedt Mrs. Meredith from Lon- 
don ; arid how many Ihe may briiig with hei' 
i cannot tell.— ^Outing will either be at Jacky 
Reynalds's next week; and come here at your 
call i or elfe he will come here with D^rs. Mc^- 
]redith for a few days, and go from hence to 
jacky Reyhaldi's, where he will be all fummer^ 
fexcept when he is here.-^Parfori Allen is well^ 
and will m;eet you iat any time.— Mr. Hall is 
happ^ in the hopes you give of touching th6 
Epitaph; and I am proud that^you think it 
^orth your attention* enough to mend fome 
parts of it;— *I am glad your bookfcUer has 
improved upori mirie. In France^ when they 
gild the edges, (which they do better than us) 
they marble that gildirig with faint colours, 
which looks very pretty .-^Thofe perfons who 
cannot find pleafure in trifles, are generally 
wife in their own opinions^ arid fools in the 
' H 2 opinion 
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opinion of the wife, as they neglcft the oppor- . 
tunities of amufement, withopt which the ru^e^ 
road of life would be infupportably tedioys* 
I think the French are the beft philofophcps^ 
who make the moft they can of the pleafures^ 
and the Icaft they can of the pajqs of life ; ^4 
are ever firewing flowers among the thorns aU 
mortals are obliged to walk through ; whereas, 
by much refle&ion, the Englifh contrive t^ 
fee and feel the thorns doubl^^ and never (p^ 
the flowers at all, but to defpife them j expeftr 
ing their happinefs from things more folid an4 
-durable, as they, imagine : but how fcldom do 
ihey find them ! One meets indeed with difapr 
pointments in trifle^ ^ but they are e^ier borne : 
yet I confefs I was much concerned lafl: week 
at the difafter which befel iny poultry, ao4 
found myfelf puniftied for my prefumptiop i|i 
daring all my neighbours to produce fuch fine 
turkics as mine, of which I bad thirty-feven, 
and fix of them were fit to eat.; whereas a polcr 
cat fetched away twenty in one night, and eight 
at three in the afternoon next day, and fuckc4 
the eggs of the turkies, ducks, and chickens^ 
and (what vexed me more uppn your account^ 
of the Guinea Hens. 

Mr. Hall tells me that Lord Archer afkc4 

him at London, ten days ago, (though he w^ 

10 but 
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but an hour i^vith htm) what you and I thou^t 
o^ his obdilk? — My? ^ bricklayer promifes to 
alter the Niches this week. My ftonc-mafon 
miilook the breadth of the twa fteps up to 
the pavilion exaftly half, fo that I have been 
obliged to have them pieced, which is ugly.— 
Mr. Wil}ian)s has darkesi^ -the ground of the 
chimney-piece, but cannot alter the Ihades 
without new doing the whblte.-^l k&ep 'Langi 
ley's Book till you come to pick out fome fer- 
pcfttine- walks. I wifh hi^ ideas had been more 
confined, or my territories lefs fo. Is it not 
the fame Langley who |)ublilhed very pretty 
Defigns for Pavement? Mr. Belfon got fome 
executed with a fiiade of black, white» and 
brown fitiall pebbles.— The Duchefs of Someir- 
fet has a Boor to 3 pavilion in all coloured 
fHiall pebbles, placed fo as to look like a Per- 
0an carpet.'— Somebody in Hampfliire has a 
dead fawn or deer reprefent^d in pebbles at th(^ 
door of a grotto in a park 5 but I-ranglcy*$ are 
only regular geometrical figures. 

The thunder interru|>t9 me, artd it is churfch*- 
time 5 fo I halten to rekafe you, I hope yon 
will ahfwer this by word Of mduth^ and believe 
jpc to be, Sir> 

Your ever faithful fervant, 

H 3 H. LUXBOKOUGH. 
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I fend one of your books,— As the prifboci^ 
ia gaol repeat " Pray remember the poor ;*• fo{ 
I do '* Pray remember the Green Rook.** rrz 
Compliments to your Brother, and your |ricnd|& 

at Broom. 
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Bairelby June Z4tb, I749» pafl Eleven at Night* 
SIR. 

I OUGHT to have thanked you fooner for 
yours, of the 3d, which, asi I fuppofe, 
crofled mine upop the road: but in mine I 
told you I hoped for your aefwer, by lyord of 
mouth, to view my Shrubbery with Mr. Dol- 
man';, after which enfued the inoft ftormy 
weather I ever knew., which deftroyed all iny 
Summer fchemes, and left me no comfort but 
the hopes of converting yoq to my opinion of 
giving to Autumn the preference oy^r Summer, 
-—As to Spring'i X\\^ beauties of it are entirely 
fcnifhed our . hcmifpher? ; ^d you will be 
obliged to owe tp rpy favourite feafon every 
ray of fun unftiaded by a cloud, or impending 
Ihower, that you have enjoyed this feafon. That . 
is alfo a feafon which gives me one annual 

day 
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day of pleafure at Icaft, as it invites me to the ; 
Leafowes, or rather, as I naturally point to it, 
and you are fo kind to receive me, and give 
the Nereids (your Maids of Honour) orders to 
dp it in the moft elegant manner 5 and no cona- 
njaads were ever better obeyed. I have no 
fuch fervants s^s thofe aquatic , nymphs 5 and 
evm my terreftrial flaves fcorn to obey me: • 
n?yt I fe^r I am not even heard by the aerial 
bpii^gs^ fmce they fo feldom. favour me with a 
fmile, Th^ rains have made my rofes droop 
before tfceir time j but feveral forts have made 
tjieir iippearanfc, and have, died in their prime : . 
others are coming on •, but I fear my Shrub.-* . 
bery muft lofe more than' it is poffiblc to gain 
by the enfuing feafon, hpweyer fine the wea*-^ 
ther may be. . 

I have been obliged to put off the vifit de- 
figned m^by Mrs. Meredith and two of her 
daughters next week, and pur friend Outing? 
with them, becaufe 1 expedt my own daugh- 
ter and Mr. Wymondefold (her hulband), and 
do not know but their attendants may be nu- 
merous ; and my houfe is not adapted to re- 
ceive' numbers of people. It is true, one might . 
be fuppofed to make free .with a daughter j but 
ipy cafe is peculiar. She is now nineteen years 
^Id, and I never lay under the fame roof with 
H 4 her 
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her fince flie was only fix ; and her hufband I 
norer faw in my life, and have only heard 
chat he is an exceeding good-natured man, 
arid have fcen that he writes very fenfible let- 
ters to me -, but further of his charafber I do 
not know. He is ufed to very fine feats, &c, 
of his father's, and here he will meet a cottag^ 
in companion. What ftay they make I knoW 
not; but will acquaint you when I know; 
hoping then for your company, Mr. Dolman's, 
and Outing*s.~^rs. Reynalds fpcnt a fort- 
night with me, and flattered herfclf you would 
come at the fame time. 7^^^ ^^ P^^ ^^ ^^* 
time here. 

I had a letter laft poft from the Duchefi 
of Sornerfet, which being lefs than ufual in 
the rural flyle, I (hould not fend you, but 
that I think you will like the defign (he men^ 
tions of aftove in the Chapel-,, fo I fend her 
letter, which you will return. — ^Twenty or 
thirty thoufand pounds laid out at Northum- 
berland Houfe, will be a kind of Roman va» 
nity, and contribute tp the beauty of that part 
of the city of London, and to the conveniency 
of the populace in particular, if the Strand is 
^dened. 

I faw to-day in the London Evening Poft a 
Jcttcri which rcicfts upon my Brother B-F-«^ke, 
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in rbgtrd to Mr- P**-^pe's treachety tb hi* i in 
ythiuh the blatn€ feettis to bd IhrdWn from 
him upon my Brother, i have not yet fefttt 
afiy one thing inore that has been publiflied 
c^ttcerning it, fexcipt a Prfeface iti i MagaiinC 
in hh favour^ the trtath of Whifch I could dtteftj 
and have often wonder^ he £ou1d to Itihg 
itffle the abominsible ufage he ttiet with ft^m 
^^-^^ in printing his Work, li^hich he had 
ifotrufted to him to review, ifif ending that ft 
Ihould not be publifhed till aft^r his own diatfii 
The letters between P~pe atid the Printer, 
bifgiining for the price^ Were fourid by Lord 
Marchmont, whofe bufinefs it waSj by P-^-pe^s 
laft Wilh to look over his papers jointly with 
liord Bol-^--^ke : but as to the fubjefl of the 
bttdcj I know ftOthirig of if ; nor is that to 
th« purpofe, aS to , P«— pe's bifehfefs to the 
btft of friends ; without Whom hfe had iicver 
fhOne in the Effay on Man. 

I like ejctremely your Weekly V^rfes^ arid 
ihould value greatly a coltedtiori of them. Pray 
favour me once a week with the lines of the 
day.— ^As to the pltfervation of your flOW^rs, 
J fear thofe you fent me will riot keep the peo- 
ple that read -them from gathering as riiany as 
pfual, unfefs it Jlibuld make them dread the 
jfef(^tment: of Fairies and HobgobUnSj which 

undoubtedly 
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undoubtedly they have formed a perfeft notioii 
of) though your re^fonlng and your line^ will 
not be ynderftood by them; but if you once 
perfuade them you can conjure up fpirits by 
your pen, I think you may be fepure in your 
grott from all intruders, and fee your Shrub? 
bery profper unmolefted. 

Pardon me for differing with you in opinion,^ 
you are not the idle man of the creation. You 
may be bufied to the benefit of ibciety without 
ftirring from your feat, as much ^ the mit 
chievous fp?A with feeming idlenefs may be 
bufted in the deftry^ioo of it. You give ip- 
Docent picture to yourfelf, and inftruftioij 
as well as pleafure to others, by the amufe- 
mept^ you follow, Your pen, your pencil, 
your tafte, and your finccrp ynartful conduct in 
life (y?hich are thq things th?t m^P you appear 
i4|e) giyp fuch an gx^^jnple, as it ivere to be 
wiflied might be more generally follpvyed— few 
h^yp thp c^papity, fewer have the honefty to 
fpend their time fo yfcfully, a$ wpll a; yn* 
tjlamcfbly. ^ 

your little Gothic Bench I admire, I hope 
you will execyte it at the low price you men^ 
tion, with your own timber; and properly 
placed, it will be a far more pcrfeft thing than 
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piir femous reftorer of the, Gothic ftjrlc u| 

jbuilding (Mr. Miller) has yet given us. 

I. am to dine at Lord Archer's next Tucfi 
(day, when I ftiall fee the Obeliik, and be « 
better judge how it appears from the falooa 
/it is leen from: Mr. Hall^ you. know, think* 
it appears from thence too taper. Talking o£ 
Mr. HaJl, I muft tell you that he dcfires hi) 
beft ' compliments, hdk thanks, &:c. &:c. »n4 
acknowledges he ought to have wrote to you, 
and would do 'it; now, but, he has been, and 
ftill is^ very much out of order. He rode in 
one fortnight fevcn or eight hundred miles ^ 
to Bath one day; to London two days after ^ 
lay there but one night, and away to Rugby ; 
upon feveral Roflnantes who plunged him ia 
the waters or on the fharp ftones : his view, 
was a good living : he was the ninth compe* 
^itor, and fince that has two more that follow 
him in their hopes or pretenctes. I do npt 
find it is decided who. Ihall have it ; but one 
thing is certain, that riding fo hard, and ia 
bad roads and bad weather, heated his blood» 
threw him into a high fever, and he is now 
inoving about in a more limited fphere, but 
flogged with half a fever at leaft. . Jn this con- 
^ition he was unable to conhder of the lines 
you wercr fa kind to .ftnd} byt juft read %hs 

three 
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three Epictphs ovetv commeifded in gcllend^ 
and was thankful fbr yodr kiild UtAftibn, tlka. 
retired to his phyiic, &c« hoping to regain 
more equal fpiiits Ihad his atfe at prdeAt^ and 
a more fieaJtf pulfe, which I fell hiih may 
make his head more jteaJtf \ and he hopes 
ai much, that he may be id>le to ulk orer 
diis little afiadr with you^ Sir, and me at Bal*^ 
itlb. If bis purfuit after tr^fb (which he 
Uftilelf d^fpifes) fliould caufe him Tery ill 
heakh, how mi^ you hug yourfelf in y<Hir 
idleneis !«-^ut to return to his Father's £pi« 
XM^ (though I diink it would be our beft 
w^ to make his firft) I am perfuaded I have 
wrale what wants much amendment \ and 
fhews your i^aiimu (as you politely call 
them) to be very juft. A^ to the fecond liBe, 
I bdieve Mr. Jcihn Hall may afford a betc^ 
cadence ; but I rather thought the fimple name 
(as you do) more el^;ant ; and I find my 
Brother Boling^iroke*s Epic^h for Daniel Pul- 
teney is the fame in that particular, there 
being neither Mr. nor Efjlmt. In die faiae 
Epita^ is alfo 

^ Tlie Lois of fo mnch Private Virtoe 
•* Uz PaUit Calafldtjr.** 

Tour i»ori Exltiffif/€^ fubfiitttttd m the place 

of 
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of Large', i? umm\y better, I belifve thf 
jingje qf L0gf And ^is!^ cia^fet me ; 4nd I 
alfo believe " renders his isatV^ would be 
better: but whether fo much exaftncfs in 
grarpm^r i$ expefted in this kind of writing 
as in plain profe, you are the beft judge. The 
word Example^ in the^ 13 th line, was Experience 
in the copy I kept at home, and was a flip <tf 
mr pfift in trswifcribing. iV^«r< m4 Judgmmt 
may not be altogether proper to be contra- 
diftinguiftied ; but I do not know how to 
mend it to pleafe me : Temper is not more to 
be diftinguifhed from Nature; and in fhort, 
thefe three lines puzrfe me. Biffufed may be 
put to advantage, I think, (as you obferve) 
inftead of Difperfed^ in the fourteenth line. 
S^kill and Prudence^ as you fay, may be under- 
ftood as not enough oppofite^ though I think 
they are a good deal fb :.— might not one fay 

«« Skill tciual tahisdifinterefted Fidelity." 

In the nintceoth line, E/iee» infl^ad of lUfpi^j 
we boch agree in. I 69 vm well kngi^sr ^s jp 
the doubt you mfkt^ whfrtber they are p^ujiy 
enough IP j^gcjb, but am ^ain ^t a (land % 
pords to i:hsng9 thofc for. -As to the tw^- 
tvf^ twen|y-£irft» and twenty-fecond lines, Mf- 
:H4U di^fired vf^^ fow after I lent you tho 

copy, ^ 
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fcdj>y; to katc them out cntirdy: I ftioul^ 
fchoofe to leave out, as you obferve^ " The RtcB 
^kfs*d:'* might it not be 

The Poor bleft, the Opprcffor feared him ; 
if or ^id thofe who invy^i prefuae to ceniUre his Rej^Hi 
tatlon : 

br elfe^ 
Kdr did tnrjH BreatK prefaaie to cenfure liis RepntitidS; 

Becaufe if I faid, ihofe who envfd^ it might im-2 
ply that fomebody did ; which I do not know. 
Zeal being placed after AffeHiotij is certainly 
better, for the reafon you obferve ; and muft bef 
lb, if ufed at all. But upon the whole, I woulii 
have Mr. Hall take one of the three copies entire^ 
as you was fo kind to fend ; and I fuppofe he 
irill, when he is reftored to his healthy fenfe,' 
and judgment ; before which,' or then at leaft^ 
I hope we Ihall talk it over in one of xny cells,' 
or under my hew pavilion, which he callsf 
tco low. If it had bttn higher, it muft haVe 
been in proportion too broad for the ^alk,' 
and muft have coft me a great deal by a lead 
covering ; and my houfe would have appeared 
lower thail my pavilion. It is, to be fure,' 
• final!, but the plan in the book is not abovfe' 
fcven inches deeper j and the front is the feme 

^9 k'^g^ 
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length as in the book.— I keep your Book 
of Serpentines ; for I long for your contriving; 
the entrance into, my grotto. In the meaa 
time, I keep off all the intruders from their 
old way to Henley, and have given them a 
better, which fhuts their mouths ; and none 
clamber over the hedges but thofc who are 
not y€;t apprized gf the alteration. Sir Robert 
Cocks has as many hundred abeles ready for 
me as I can wilh, againft the bufy month of 
Oftober next. 

It is juft come into my mind. Sir, that you 
love good writing, good imprcflions to feals, 
and alt other proper decorations of a letter : I 
ought therefore to fecrete mine, and neither 
fend it, nor ever let you know that I was ca- 
pable of intending to fend fuch a fcrawl : but 
1 confider this muft go or none; for I never 
made a copy of a letter in my life, and my 
hand and pen being upon the gallop, will ftum- 
blc fometimes. If this excufe will not do, 
you fhall have the next as prim as Lord 
S ■ d *s cravat (fo celebrated) ; but it will 
not be half a quarter fo long. Let me know 
your tafte againft the next, and believe that 
(thoujgh I fcrawl it over in a flovenly manner) 
my paper conveys the moft friendly fentiments, 
iand thofc 6f cft^m and value, which I muft 

have 
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1»yf whilft I liye for you, Sir, who 4c(ervif 
(hem fo wen. 

H. LtrxseROi7CH« 



LETTER XXX. 

S I R» Snndftjt Aii|iifl letb, ijifjl* 

AS I bclievjc you fincerc in the impatience 
you exprefe to vifit me at Barrclls, I hope 
you will be fo juft as to believe me equally 
impatient to receive you here, and doubly dif- 
appointed that a continuation of your difqrder 
Ihould occ^fion our not meeting at the times 
appointed. — For God's fake, do not veoture a 
journey too foon ; yet come as foon as you 
can. The nature of your illnefs gives me pain ; 
your frequent relapfes increafe it j but the 
ftrength of your conftitution, the opinion of 
your faithful fcrvant Tom, and the Ipirlt I 
perceive in your letters, give me pleafure, and 
encourage me to hope a fpeedy as well as 
certain cure ; and confequently that the neatt 
week will be as favourable to me as I ima* 
gined, and was perfpaded this would |iave 

bccjj. 
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been. M^« Outing's heiag here added to my 
defire it flioyld happen fb. I put nobody off 
upon your, account^ fo be csrfy. My houfc^ 
though frnaU, will never deny nre a place for 
you and your friends, whom I look upon at 
mine.— I beg my compliments to Mr. and Mifs 
Dolman; and need not add, that their com* 
pany wiU be always agreeable to me, asi well ^ 
your Brother**. 

How ple^fed ihould I be if I could help you 
to a propcjT Motijo for your Gothic Buildings 
which even Spenfer has denied you in your 
prefent fearchl Yoq could eafily fupply ki^ 
deficiency, and I dare fay you would do it tQ 
advant^ in his own language. You have 
ihewn yourfelf capable of Skaf already: fo^ 
without putting him or me to the blufh, make 
an old Engliih Motto as you' have made a 
Gothic Buildings and you will be approved 
by the moderns, and envied by the ancients. 

As to the lines you defire me to write in 
my own hand upon one of your flcreens, I 
am ready to do itj for I fear not the cenfure 
of thofc who may read them, let the multitude . 
be ever fo great, flnce you have read them, 
and; hive not dlfapprgved : but I never yet 
was fo puzzled in making my judgment and 
your» trfly. I conceive them to be hdyhut 
I you 
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you (ay they zrc good -^ therefore I etTj and per- 
haps /^rr in faying that 'the fourth line, filled 
with monofyllables, is an exceeding bad one. 
I fhall fubmit the moment you fpeak ; but in 
the mean time imagine, that 

<< Preferving ftill tkeir Farenu beaateoas Pace/* 

might be as well as wliat I wrote before^ if 
not better. All I wilh about it is, that you 
will believe me fincere, even in rhime; and 
that I long for an opportunity of fcrawling 
over your feat at th^ Leafowes with my pen- 
cil, and of (hewing you (as well as Mr. and 
Mifs Dolman, and Mr. Jofeph Shenftone) at 
Barrells, that I am, fans ceremonies but with 
the greater truth. 

Yours fincerely, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

P. S. I (hould not be grateful for the civili- 
ties I received from my JLord Dudley, parti- 
jcularly for his invitation to me to lie at the 
Grange *when you was ill, and his invitation 
to me to dine there when you was well again ; 
if I neglefted fending my compliments to him : 
and hope you will permit me to do fo here. 

I (aw Mr. Hall and Mn Allen laft night, 

who 
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who enquired after you, I heard the former 
preach to-day, but did not fpeak to him i. fo 
could not make your complimtints. 
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&arrells,Adgaft 29th, 1749* 
S-IR, Tuefday Night. 

YESTERDAY;and To-day have been 
fpent by Mr. Outing and myfelf in 
looking out to fpy you coming towards us : - 
but we looked in vain *, and oui* flattering 
hlDpes begin to give place to unwelcome de- 
fpair, .which is aggravated by the apprehenfions 
of a frefh relapfe of yoUr illncfs, and is the 
caufe of my fending a fervant to enquire after 
your health ; of which I hope to hear a good 
account j but rather wifti to fee it ih your 
perfon^ and tp hear it from your own mouth. 

Mr. Hall came yefterday in the evening 
to kifs your hands, but found Outing and 
me lamenting your abfence -, one feated on a turf, 
the other on a ftone at the Hermitefs*s door, 
who has acquired a new bed, which may hold 
not pnly you, if your colic fhould oblige 
I 2 ^ you 
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you to lie down» but alio all tl^e agreeable 
coQfipany I hope to fee with you. It is the 
Bed of Ware, the vulgar fay : our friend Out- 
ing fays it is only a fociable bed for two 
hermits and two hermitefies : but I am not 
in the humour to joke whilft I fuppofe you 
ilL Relieve me pray from my pain, and be* 
tieve me to be faithfully and inviolably 

Ypuf mq|t obliged 

H. LUXBOROUCH. 

Compliments from us to Mr. Jofeph Shea- 
ftone, and Mr. and Mifs Dolman* 

Mr« John Reynalds was coming here from 
Afton to meet you, bujt being difabled by 4 
£iU from his horfe, hopes (as he writes word 
to Outing) to fee you there, 

P. S. I (end you (as a (ick man) fix Guinea^ 
hcn*s ^gs for your fupper, out of about as^ 
many more which I could have fent you, and 
would, but th^t the learned aflure me they 
will come to nothing if fet fo late in the year j- 
wha^as the few remaining in the neft may 
Entice the hen to lay more for your fuppera 
at Barrells. — For want of a proper place for 
my poultry, or rather for want of a carefuH 

Mrs. 



LETTERS. xry 

MVi^. Arnold^ I fcivi Toarefl but one fingte 
Oamea-^Ghfck dris yeir.-*-^if i htd fuch a 
iiorhmahd of own ktf± of watdr a^ you hav*, 
.1 fl^uld be apt tb fali into the expei^ce of a 
MSnagerie^ and as Well ab I tovc pmc-applc$, 
HVbuld pi'efer it to a hot.kdufe« 

I beg my huftibk fefvice to Lord Budley, 
md Mr t Ottting ins reff>e£bs« 
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IAM 4t)tlbtFul whether I fliould wrke tfa yoU 
tto^, as I mi)r'ei^p(i£t you are upon the road 
Hther*, fot L'itdrfidd Racfes hive^ Si I im*. 
giWi left Mr, Dolfnah at Hb^rty ere this 5 
8tod your difofder his I hbpfc lift yoti frcfe tb 
Innfue ydur incl}niitio!pis, whicfc Mf^ O^iilg 
^d 1 art Viiin eri6iJgh to bdtevlt WoUld lead 
yoti hither. . If he denSai it, he wbutd n^t 
gain Cfedit, as all W^ fKend3 weH kttow be 
|iaS piit off bther teiirhies upon thaft account' j 
and if I denied it; I a!m fufe I fli^hild be uri^ 
jvift to you, \^bo fheV' fq much partial fa- 

I 3 voyp 
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Voiir tome and my habiudon. This faft 
therefore being . laid down as certain, joined 
to your not Jiaving wrote on Saturday laft, 
as you promiied^ creates in me fome fears, 
kft your ilbiefs fhould have returned upon 
you, or not haye left you long em)ugh for 
you to truft yourfelf from home. If ' this 
fliould be the cafe, I (hall be doubly difap^ 
pointed : yet I cannot blame you for chockf- 
ing to be in your own houfe, when confined 
to a houfe^and on your own bed, when con- 
ftrained to lay on one at hours when one moft 
wifhes and moft expefls to be able to con- 
verfe with;OK's fijendsj vrr. after piea^s^ which 
are the moft fociable hours in life, when one 
.is bleft with friends and health to enjoy 
them, But, Sir, (ince bla^^lfcts aiw} white- wiiip- 
whey have not cured you under jhe pare ^f 
.phyficians^ I ought not to fVEP9^ ^ coyj^ per- 
form that wift^cd-for talk ; and^ yet I will aq- 
,(wer for it, that were you at BarrcUs, yovi 
would not bcteipptq^ to tranfgrefs the rul^s 
•ppcfcribed by thofe phyficians, no piprp thiu^ 
you would. be by the Perfian Rice a^d* Shep* 
. bet yoi^ mjcntion ; and that mig|it be ope ftep 
.toward^ a cure. Ypu ^puld find no coftjjr 
vjjinds here; and as for liberty, which yoyi 
.fay" you muft have to pat what you haye nf^.^ 
:. fnin4 
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mind to, you fhould have , it ; but as for li- 
bcrty to eat What you have 2l mind to, you 
ihould not' have it : fo pcay do not think 
when you come here, that your fteps * 

« ^ to the Baxter's fav'iy Cottage tend ;•• 

for were I the uncontrouled dame that awed 
you with birchen power, you fhould not find 
that I greeted you with fuch cates, as, by in- 
dulging your tafte, might pahiper your illnefs ; 
nor fhould you walk out in unwholefome fogs 
or dews, nor have I power to walk you round 
the margin of brooks and fountains if I would : 
fo that, in, fhort, you would be here as infipidly 
fafe as ever Valetudinarian was in the clofeft 
i^etreat, ' 

The lines you lent me I Jike greatly -, but 
fince Mr. Lyttelton objefts to the two firfl 
lines of the lafl flanza, and that you do not 
feem much pleafed with them, what if you 
were to write on your Gothic Seat only the 
two firft ftanzas, which are unexceptionable? 
for though the " B^ecben Bcwly* &c. is well ex- 
prefled, and would be vaftly pretty in fome 
other place, I queftion if it is neceflary here : 
«nd the threat (if I may fo call it) in the laft 
itanza, is perhaps lefs necefTary •, as any thing 
like ^threatening is what the fimplicity of a 
I 4 rural 
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rural fwtin avoids i which charaAor you fcettx 
to afibtne iti the inicription. I had the pleafiifie 
to read the other infcription in one of yoor 
mo&-feats,< and have it aUb bjr me in a foreior 
letter of yours.**^I iee you have put Harm betUe 
inftead of /// betide : the difl^nce is of fmal) 
confequencc ; yet I am unwilling to give up 
the firft {lU betide). If you have a mind for 
a little more criticifm from fuch a No-Critic 
as myfclf, I think SpwUve Fawns may fup- 
ply the place of Rural Fawns, as they were 
jocuhr Deities, You have put Fringed CeH in- 
ftead of Md0 CeU; which Oberon at firft 
called it •, but 1 love Md0 ftill ; fo attached 
am I to the lifft of your Editions. 

That many parts of your Farm were extra- 
vagantly commended by Mr. Lyttdton, Miller, 
&c. I do not wonder at, though I cannot pK>- 
perly tefrm it Extravagantly^ becaufe if was fb 
julily and i-eafonably: and as to the Scape^ 
Coat^ (as you call your Sumifler-boufe) it has 
now fbme merit, 'and had all the merit ytrti 
required of it at the time you built it; but 
1 confefs what you have done fince muft d^- 
Ijrade it : yet I would not hav6 it qtnte dif- 
regarded^ and rather wilh it could be turned 
to fomc ufeful ornament. — Have you a dove- 
ioufe? The ncarncfs of the water would 

pleafe 
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fh^ the pigeons ; and the fight of tJitJm Wjuld 
pieafe you : Mt let the building betdmt 
Tvhat it will, if it remains tlicre, I would havfe 
it change its ^6}om from red to whire.**--Talk. 
ing of changing, I muft tell you of my changed 
^t this cottage, Mr. Oiating^ has put O FenUs 
Regina Gnidi in the new Pavilion over Venus'* 
Shrine, oppofite my houfe, infl^ead cf over the 
Settittier-houfe ddor, where it was •, from whidi 
Samnrjer-houfe I have banilhed the two motto'i 
on ^ fide-doors, as you advifcd. The Pi^ 
|Hng FhmtL i§ ftiited frotn tlie front 6f tJit 
Ayiary to his poft in the Wo©d, whtrt! ht 
ftands in the Double Oak, in lieu of the motto 
Hue ades^ &c. which being taken down, Habitd" 
runt Dii quoque Sytvas is to fupply its place.—* 
I have fbtmd a kind of natural irbor in the 
Coppke, with aft oak in it, under which 1 
have a mind to raife a bank of turf and put 
riiy Tipping Fawh upiart it to datvccj ^ith 

Gaudit ifln)ifim ptpuliffh fdffffr 
Tef ptdt' ttrrarh 

for a motto. Oi^ery^Cfays Mr, Outing) Whc- 
ther a Fawn may be fuppofed to hk, a Ditcher) 
—I think to put over my Aviary 

'* Idle Maficians of the Spring* 

'< Whofe only Care's to love and fing." 

Which 
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Which lines are Lord Rofcommon*s, and are, 
I think, more ftridlly true of my birds in* 
caged, than of the wild ones who have employ- 
ment enough to feek food for themfelves and 
their young.— Pray let me know how you 
make your Mofs-Seats^ for I want (bme fuch 
greatly in my Coppice. 

I beg my compliments to L<Mxi Dudley and 
Mn and Mifs Dolman. Mr. Outing delires 
his to you and them, and to Mr. Jofeph Shen- 
ftone; who is, I hope, perfuaded of my re* 
gard for him, and that you are as well afTured 
of my being. 

Sir, 

With the ftrifteft truth. 

Your mod obliged humble fervant, 

H. LxrXBOROUGH. 

. Laft Friday Sir Edward Boughton fent his 
fteward for Mr. Hall to go and receive his 
Preientation to the Living of Harborough; 
which he did, and is now gone for inftitution 
to the Bifliop of Litchfield and Coventry. * 
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SIR, Barrelb, September' 1 1 thy 1 749* 

THIS is IJl/Jonday 5. an4 on' Saturday laft 
I wrote you a letter of great length, 
yrhich I fent to Henley to be conveyed to the 
"Birmingham Poft-Qffice, direfted to you, to 
\bc left there v ^^^ finding your illnefs con-^ 
tinues, an^ not having heard from you fince 
'the letter in which you promifed to write to 
mp'laft Saturday! was fevpnnight^ I cannot be 
^eafy wiphput a more partjcular enquiry con- 
cerriing your health. This is the only fubjeA 
pf my preftht' meflage and letter. The laft 
letter was a medley, which if you' are ill, will 
tire you to. read, and will tire yoij^morc to 
anfwcr ; fg I , le^ve you free to make yourfelf 
eaiy about that, only beg you will let Mr. 
Qutbg and me* know how you do. As to 
piyfelf, I cxpefbed to have gone to London 
this week, i)ut my fpheme \s altered 5 nor 
Would I hav« gone if you had fent me word 
you would come/ As to l^n buting, he has 
waited tillnow, and lajt night fixed upon 
'Thurfday for 'his deparnare, delpairing of fee* 

19 * H 
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ing you j and Mrs. Meredith writes me word 
Ihe will come with her family next week : but 
if myfcnrant finds you as well «s I wiflj you, 
I hope ftill to fee you and Mr. Dolman, &c. 
ihis woek, and .will endeavour to prevail with 
Mr. Outing to difappoint Mr. Reynalds once 
mord,. and defer his jdurncy tin the bfcginiling 
of" the nejct 5 but' he fays I arifwtr fbr mbie 
than is podlble for hini to'perforih j and adds 
that ht would have gone to the Le^ow^ 
had he not expeftcd you here dkily. Such ait 
the aggravating circumftahccs of your diforder 
which, without fuch a^ravations, would have 
^ven more thah fufficient pain to your friends ; 
©f which number 1 hdpe you will believe rii^ 
natK ei the 1^ zealous } £>r 1 am. 

Sir* 

Mbttfiftc^ly, , 

Your obliged ind faithful feivant. 

Hi 1i>vkBOKfiV6tt*' 

We defirc (that Is Mr. 6utihg arid I) many 
compiimehts to ybur Brother and your friends 
at Jgroom, as Well as to Lord J^iudley; and 
at. Hall defired 1 would ^vc Ks tq yoU 
,wheh 1 wrote next, 

Pxaf 



Grove. 
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Bamllst Wedaffd^^ Scpfei^W 2^th, 17431 
SIR, 

CQULeD I fuppol^ rfiat you hid wy ftrf 6 
upon cercmoQi^l, which 15 pnJy the (tizr 
d.Qw of frien4fliip, where you are fccur^ of iwk 
fubftance, I woujd jp^ you ^any ^olomc^ 
for fending this letter by the poft, wblc^ } 
o^ght to have fmK to the Le^ipwes oi\ Monday 
by a fcrvant, who AqiUd aKq h^ve ^oe fq 
l^rooni to enqjuijre how all the agreeabk cpQii^ 
pany thaf left ParrelU oa Sunday got to theij 
refpediv^ hovjfea. The onoifiiQA of thiefe ci- 
vilities I confefs, and hppe ux be abfplvc^ 
when you conf^er that they do iiQt prpofed 
from an ui^rateful inlpd* I CQidd not hai»F 
P^f fqrm^dr them withp^t % goqd df^l qf if^cq^^ 
"wnkfiqe tc^ myfejfj ai|4 I fcoow they cqu14 
not be of 4ny CQnie^u^c^ tQ y^u : b«t yqa 
Vk^Y be affured, that your obliging vifit gave 
6 me 
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inc much pkafure, and its Ihoit duration iAu£h 
regret, howcvrr wanting I may be in exprefl^ 
ing ic 

Mr* Outing left me yefierday niomingy 
much laofienting that he did not go the day 
before, when he feemed to grudge every ray of 
fun that was ieen at Barrells, and to dread 
every drop of rain that might fall the *^ next 
day on the road to Afton. His fears fhould 
have made him confult fome (kilful almanack- 
maker; but trufting to his own obiervations, 
I believe he met with a little rain, which 
(however lightly it might fprinkle him) would 
I dare fay make him curfc the unjcjous wea- 
ther, and call himfelf an unfortunate hero more 
than once. 

I iee in the news-paper an advcrtifement of 
a Poem, dedicated to the Duchcfs of Somerfet, 
about Family Prayer, by one who leems to 
be a great admirer of Mr. Hervey. I fhould 
imagine it to be by the Chaplain fhe talks of 
in her letter ; but do not know. 
• The firft thing I did on Monday was to or- 
der the Ha! Ha! to be lowered two bricks; 
but found it not necelFary to lower it even 
one ; for the paper you (hick up is feen from 
the Hail-Dobr by lowering the earth a oonfider- 

able 
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able length of way. So mucH higher was it 
than the Ha! Ha! that it was that which ob- 
ftrudted the view totally, and not the wall. I 
alfo flaked. out the ground for the fweep of 
pallifadoes and trees at the hither end of the 
Long Walk, and I baniflied the auricuFa-pots 
from the Library-Window ; and yefterday I 
wrote to befpeak the pediment for the Pavi- 
lion. More I could not do in this fliort time; 
but will have regard to your advice about the 
Shrubbery. 

Should you^ iS you chofe to eredl in my 
Coppice an urn to the memory of a friend^ 
place it in one of the corners where the trees 
feem to form an arbour, or in the Middle- 
Walk, from whence you now fee Clavtrden ? 
As the latter place is to be fiUed with treoi, it 
might be perceived through them perhaps to 
fomc advantage from the Shrubbery and Sum- 
mer-houfe •, but if fq, it would . require to be 
higher than in the remote parts of the Wood. 
How high fhould you like the pedcftal ? and 
how high the urn ill either place ? 

I hope to hear your colic \s become a 
ftranger to you, and that you will not provoke 
it by nuts, &c. and I wifli all your improve- 
ments may profper, and gratify your own taft^ 

which 
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which is fo plealiog xq others^ and which af« 
'fords particul^ plc^fure ta^ 

Sir, 

Yout obliged humble fervant^ 

H. LUXIROROUQH. 

If Mils DoImAn h:^s Jeft the Leafowes, pray 
' be fo kind as to convey t^ indofed card to 
Broom. > 

h e T T E R XXXV- 

SIR, Tttefday, Oapber lotlu 

AS I am at pr^fent in as languid (though 
not in fo painful) a condition as you 
have lately been, I might have been excused 
by ygy, had I not wrgte till I found myfell 
better ; but I Ihould not be Qj^cyf^ by Hiyfelf. 
My own reproaches woyld be continual tor* 
ments to me, did I nqt take the e^rlieft oppor- 
tunity of returning thanks for the Ode you 
lent me^. and for the unmerited coniplimcnjf 
it makes to me^ and to nfiy little retrcj^t. Wer^ 

ftrift 
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ftfidt truth as neceflary to poefry as it Is to 
hiftory, you would be gftilty of a great fault 
in placing the fcene hefe, where the Mufea 
never come, except when yo** bring them. But 
as poetical licences are allowable, this error » may 
be fo too : and I am perfuaded no other can 
be found in your plan ; nor do I believe that 
even ym can find any thing i:n the compofition 
to amend, and yet I will not give a copy till 
you permit me, becaufe I would not willingly 
difobey any of your, commands*— ^Befides the 
pleafure your letter and verfes afford me in 
reading, and the pride they indulge in making 
me the fubjeft of them, they, give me a third 
fatisfaftion, which exceeds the . qthers, and than 
is, the looking upoi;i them as. proofs of your late 
difprder having quite left you : which I think 
I may do; for illnefs would difable your ge- 
nius from .working with that vigpiu* one may 
cbferve in thcfe produftions of it. And indeed 
the. very imprcflions which bodily pain com- 
monly leaves, would be yet too recent in a 
vulgar min4 to. allow ;t. the free yfe of itjs 
faculties : but yours is fifperior to others, 
even wl^ien it is moft oppreffed, 

Mimday* i6th. 
I was toQ much, out of ordir to conti/)ue 
my letter till to-day; but am now fo much 
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better, that I proceed to teli you that my only 
architeft (who is a. joiner at Warwick) happens 
€0 be very ill, lb that the pediment is n(^ 
finiflied : perhaps not. begun. I have ordered 
him t6 make it low, and agreeable to the Doric 
orders as the pillars of the Temple are. I men- 
tioned ^three xims: he talks of three figures. 
I do not know if three balls would not be as 
well. Lord ' Burlington ' ufes. them a good 
deal. — When I have an opportunity, 1 1 will 
enquire of the knowing which are Ithc proper 
books of Architedhire for your life -, and in the 
mein time will fend you the only one I have 
that , teaches the rudiments of that fcience; 
Worfe print or Worfe paper you ilever faw ! 
it coft me five fliillihgs at one olT Ofborne's 
fales^ thirteen years ago. Perhaps you will 
get a better printed one of the kind, if you 
like this 'Upon looking it over.**-As to the 
tim for Mr. ' Somervile, he has wrote me the 
price of a plain' one in wood, i and alfo in 
Warwick ftdrttf; but it is only twenty inches 
high at that price : which I fuppofe is not 
*alf high enough; and he feildi a frightful 
common pedeftal in the inclofed draught.— I 
have a faricy ifor an urn on a round altar, and 
have fcrawlcdiVout fuch^ a thing myfelf, and 
fcnt it to Mi^ndKVilliams to put in oil^ and 
7 to 
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to p^fit^reiea trees. round j that I may guefs at 
the cffejft it will have. The urn I drew from 
a li^jlc pair the Duchefs-of Somerfet turned 
for: me ii;i wood, from an antique urn the 
pojuntefs. of Pomfret brought her from Italy. 
It has no cover. You will fee how it is when 
Williams fends it back. In the mean- time^ 
pray think cjf a -placeto fet the urn ini for 
I cannot pieafe myfelf about it. . 

Juft at this place of my letter I, am inter- 
rupt^cl by one from Mjfs Patty Meredith, to 
defire I will lend four of niy horfes to join two 
of Mrs. Me|"edith*s to brrng them hither from 
Wolfeley-Brldge. on Friday next the 20th ; ' 
fo I will not' fend, this "epiftle till they come, 
choofing . to wait, in order to make ft more 
worth ^ yoifif reading, ' 'By fending you ' Miifs 
Patty's opinion, ^nd Mifs Harriot's, about pla- 
cing the urn. 

- I will only add here, that I am forry for the 
ufage you have met with from your Parfon : but 
hope 5^ur path goes on^. and could wifH it had 
been where you propofed, in defiance of ecclefi- ^ 
Aftical'fpite •, but fmce that is imprafticabl^, at 
ileaft flatter myfflf that: you will difappoifjt his 
.malicious intent, by making la path onycMur own 
.land, equally pretty, and out'.pf the reach of 
theii* ppv?er% who endeavoured ,tA prevent the 
K 2 dictates 
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di<5tates of youf taflre. Place it ever (o far 
from them, it is poflible their envy may reach 
it, and trace it to Jts full extent t but what 
of tliat, ir they cannot moleft it otherwife? 
And I will fancy you can have one that will 
even exceed in beauty that which you firft 
thought of, 

Wedaefd4y, Oaober 25di. 

By various accidents I have waited in vain 
for Mrs. Meredith till this dayt and have not 
yet had time to write, nor weather tofcek fof 
fituations in the Coppice. 

Friday, 27th. 

To-morrow morning a (ketch of Mifs Patty's 
will go to the Lcafowes, in hopes of faving 
the town of Birmingham ; but it is impofiible 
to find time to write a line with it. 
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S I Rf November ift, 1749. 

PRAY read the inclofed letter firft.-r- 1 
hope you received a Sketch on Saturday. 
—This beginning will fecm abrupt: more (o 
than Mr. Whiftlci's! but my reafon for it 

is 
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Is the fame a^ hi^. If he is pardoned after a 
iilence of fix months, perhaps I may receive 
the fame favour. My filence was not of fuch 
long duration. My crime was not fo gre^t, 
becaufe it did not deprive you of fo much 
pleafqre i and my contrition is as great as his 
can be: and if you will believe me, I blnfh as 
much as he could do ; and neither of us can 
cxprefs ihat upon papery therefore, I hope 
you will believe us both, and reflore me as well 
93 Mr, Whiftler to your friendfhip. My 
pleading for him is an a£k of fupererogation!> 
as he has pleaded fo much better for hlmfelf- 
and yet I have no other way of fliewing my 
gratitude for his mention of me. How proud 
ihould I be of what he fays of me, were I not 
at the fame time humbled, by knowing my 
merit cannot have attracted his applaufe, iince 
he never was in my company ! The fame con- 
fideration fhould make me wifh he never might 
be in it, left he Ihould be undeceived to my difad- 
Vantage. But upon the whole, weighing my loflcs 
and gains by the notion I have conceived of his 
converfation by what I have feen of his writing^, 
I think I would venture to let him difcover my 
ignorance, rather than be deprived of his com- 
pany ; which you promifed laft year to give 
me, by his accompanying you to Barrells; 
K 3 where 
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where (by the way) if you pleafc to com* 
now, 1 can offer you ftjore than I have yet 
been able to do-, which is thfe conVeriktidnof 
Mrs. Meredith and four of her daughters.—^ 
The Yellow Room which Mifs Dolman la;^ 
in, when yOu was laft here, is empty .-^I fliould 
rejoice to fee you. — The month of Oftobfcr 
calls upon you to aflift me in planting*, ancl t 
know you would riot chopfe to be remifs ih 
afts of. fri^ndftiip, I offer you an occafion 
of (hewing yours ; and unlefs you go to 'Lon- 
don to meet Mr. Whiftler, I think I may expert 
you will do^ me this favour before the nevtr ' 
moon decays. I would fain endeavour to 
wipf ofFthe prejudice you have taken againlt 
Autumn-, and .if thefe four young ladies do 
not affift me, I fear I fhall never meet with 
fuccefs ; nor cap any thing be more likely to 
enliven the melancholy alpeft you dread whe^i 
days grow fliort and leaves turn yellow* 

Wc have fearchcd cveiy corner of the Cop- 
pice, and can find no oak-tree favourable to 
our defign, unlefs it is the great double oak, 
within which Outing placed the Piping jFawi). 
The tree is unexceptionable for that ufe 5 but 
the fituation you will think, I dare fay, too 
much cxpofed, efpecially as the entrance is fb 
very near from the Abelc Walks : if that' can 

be 
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be ctovht/sdi perhaps thickcnhig that pm 
with 6ie»rand ever-greens may render if more 
proper: if not, MiTs Harriot, mff Mifi Patty^y; 
nor. I^ tait think of no place but the brink qB 
the Pi^ a little bdo^ which ftaadk^ an oak, 
diht ipreads a good deal oirer it ; againit which^ 
6ak Mifs Patty, in the indoied Sketch, pro- 
pofes to fet the urn and altar, and to (hade it 
round with yews, laurels, &c; and give up ih^ 
reft of the Pit to the open field, and alib 
to plant the Sand Walk that now leads into 
the Coppice and up to the Two Chairs, fuU 
of trees, and let the way 4ic a narrow ferperi- 
tine path through it, backward frbm the Pit; 
teading into the inward 'part of the Coppice 9 
on the right fide of winch is ah old ftiunp 
of oak, which may make a proper back to A 
root-feat, from whence you will view the urn 
in a direft line fronting fo as to be iblc Go 
r^ad the infcription.— Let us know if you 
conceive my meaning and Mifs Patty's Draw- 
ing ; and whether our idea is likely to appear 
wellwhen put in praftice. 

I received two days ago, Mr. Williams!? 
Skefcbj as he calls it, though he has made it 
a real Pifture from my Sketch, and has made 
the vpedeftal fquare inftead of round, fajing 
it is moft proper a,s the urn is round : his paini^- 
*^ 4 ing 
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ing has no regard to Tituation.— The fteps ifi' 
Mifs Patty's Sketch are, ;if you remember,' 
leading into the Pit from a corner over againft 
the great oak, and terminate by fome wilk)ws. 

Mifs Harriot fays,— ^pQuery. Would it be 
amifs, inftead of planting . the Sand-Walk, to 
throw the earth dolvn fo as to make it a turfed 
flope from the Coppice, inftead of a perpendi- 
cular fide of a Pit as it now is ? and would 
it not help to take oflF the ugly Ipok of ^ 
marlcrpit which if now has ? 

IVIifs Patty is amufing herfelf in copying 
Watts, and I in being a thief, which (he com- 
plains the more of, as the boy fhe was draw- 
ing is not ftnifhedi but I will inclofe it in 
f|>ite pf her, becaufe I am 

Your faithful friend 

^d huml?le feryant, 

H. LuXBOROUOH. 

p. S. I fen^ your letter to Outing in one 
of my own, but no anfwer, 

Mr. Hall d^fires his beft corppliments, and 
fcts out for Oxford and London next Monday. 
—As I am in a ftealing humour, I have ftole 
the original and only copy of his Affize Ser- 
mon to fend you, becaufe I heard you fay 

you 
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70U wanted to fee it. Pray ilend it back, for 
he abfolutely forbade my (hewing it, as not 
de»hing it worthy. I do not think my dif* 
obedience is a breach of fricndihip, becaiufe 
I like the fenhoh. 

Compliments to your Brother, to Lord Dud- 
ley, and to Mr. and Mifs Dolman.— Permit my 
fervant to ftay till morning.— ^rs. and Mift 
Merediths are obliged by your mention of 
them^ and defire compliments to you. 

I am forry old Emma is deprived of the 
pleafure of conveying this packet. It is largp 
enough, if its meifit was judged by its fize, 
(p fave forty fuch towns as Birmingham, 
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S J R, ' Wednefdajr* November 8th» 1 749. 

IH A V E heard of giving one guinea to a 
mufician to play, and ten to leave off. 
Thus are you, I believe, by this time inclin- 
able to reward old Emma^ and to difmifs her 
from the office of poftwoman. For her fake 
I ought to write feldomer, unlefs I could 
make my letters fuch as could repder her 

welcome 
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welcome "when fhc pttknti ycm witih tfadargor 
padcets Ihe finds at Birminigham ' from Bar<i 
idls.*^Wfiat occafions - my troubling yoii^ 
^ain ib fooil is^ that ^Mrs. Meredith and her- 
daughters, leave me t^ie beginning of nezti 
veek) and ;I ^il^ould be glad to know before 
that, what file' you would Choofe'the urn andf 
pedeilal^ fhouhi be <^: for as to the lc§Btm 
ones «it Hagley» you do not !Eoentloa their di?? 
mention; and the twenty inches Mr. Handi^ 
talked of^ ^as capfed by the miftake of a figure 
ill, my letter. The little nook which you hav^ 
forgot, is over againft ypu when you fit under, 
the great double o^k, and from it go dowa 
winding fleps which I had cut a great while ^ 
ago in the earth to lead to the bottom of the ^ 
Pit, but are fhaded by the trees which grow 
on the brink of it j and a little before you 
come' to the bottom, there is like a narrow 
landing-place, where grows a fhort row of 
willows, which forni a kind of little hedge at 
the foot of ad old oak which grows on th^ 
bank, and there is the fpot we propofed m 
fet the urn. Mifs Patty drew it wrong, when 
fhe made it of a line with the tree ; and Mifs 
Harriot's propofal is to flope off the bank 
quite from the trees on the left fide the walk 
which now is, down to the faid willows, which 

arc 



kre'^M prefeht fo^r jfeet> and a h«tf M(y^ thd 
edgeW the bank;r and I thieve ifc iritt hEVti 
a ^oioid efiea. Mifs * Patcy^ kad' fittmkd (fim 
(he can; do ndtfui^ ilrell with'<!Oinpdl&i^ tkmi 
views of an wiv yis;.. onqr^x^aj^ rt;^ end* 
views.— K^eiy,. Wjiethpr fhc harp and the 
reed& fhould be carved flit on tfaeiim, or pro- 
jea.>a»^ in If^iir ^and whether you like the 
fhape ; as alfo if this Ionic pedeftal is fuitable, 
and whether widi lor without die bly-wjhb'ath 
m the^ &{M»tf^{« the inktipAonl}mil iaevei 
iMtndftd four iy^M^ We ^td imeiid (to leant 
the lower part c£ the Pk^ t from the Willowi 
downwisn-ds, perpbiiidicular.*H[ am glad fou 
Uk^ balis^fdr^ the* pediment. Th^ fwe^ ^Ss 
formed by the palifades : rtto e^s m <«U 
ffiovqjr fin3n[i thjC Jawnon tt^p^^fqutliTAde .my 
houie, to ftop up the opening of the Coppice^ 
ck 4M esA fVom ihthce as you^ dire&sd, and 
ibtheUim^i' aft a^ckig them.- ' -f ' > * • \ : - v 
^t^ tkaftk you fer fending ^^ Gibts's book t 
whiish' I:, witt tafee care, ofr-b^tnevt^y -yfat 
could admire his tafte in Architefture. The 
monument for the late Duke of Newcaftle 
gives a fpecimen of it ; and even his genteeleit 
things he difgraces commonly with Ibme awk- 
Jtarj^ \.Oroan!)e]|t« His building at Cambridge 
i have fcen, but never could like.— Pardon me 

for 



140 LADir LUX»Qll,C>UGH's 

for givitag KOf opinion, whi^K is of no value: 
It caoaot hurt Mr, Qibb^, ;nor can it be of 
any improyement to yov* So I will leave off* 
bere, and haiien to a0u|ie you, that I am, 

VTith perftft tnidi and efleem, 

yqurfaithfiil and pbligcd fcrvant, 

H. LVXBOROUCK. 

The Ladies defiic their .eempliments, and 
return thanks for yours, and wifli to fee you 
httc^ I have hopes Outing /will come top 
fx£ore they go.— Pray write on Saturday. 

Fray g^ve me a few EnglUh words expreffive 
of Mr. Somervile's charaderi fpr I had only 
diought of putting 

•* Sacred to the Memoiy of WaUsm Somenrilp^ Bl^aire.** 

. Your Latin Motto's arc, I «n perfu!»ded, 
very well chofe. Perhaps a La^y ihould not 
put up any in an unknown tmguei but I have 
already erred that way, fo may as well go on* 
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Barrtlb, Weiliiefilaf* November tg^ 1749. 
SKR; Begun Tiiefd«7Night»s8ch. 

I DO not know whether I am making repa* 
ration for my paft oSence^ Silence^ or 
commictiiig a worfe» by BahhUhg : for I not 
only anfw?rcd your letter by your fervant, but 
wrote' 'aj^n^the very next day ; and ftill upon 
the fame fubje£t» Vrnr. I hcqiedifor an anfwer 
laft Thurfday; iiiit not having one, I now 
torment you with a third epiitie, which will 
probably draw another from you; and, was 
your politehefs out of the queftion, I fhould 
expeft it to be'an.onier for me to flop my 
pen: I think it^woiild be juftj and as the 
French ftyle (and French orery thing) is fa. 
fbiona)ile^ it mig^t be allowable ibr yOu to fay 
in ihtt languid tx> Ae^ Cela fitffii: which 
phrafe I ium: ofiBtn Jieard ufed by ^thoik who 
would be fhockdd .tP! hear in rough Englilh 
^^ Hold jtnar tm^ut'/*: though I; xhifik found 
nudcet the ditk)reHciy nB^-fenfe. Talking of 
that, who .^otlld hwje /thought a pack of 
French ftfoll^s ?c6uld erer in any fliape have 
influenced the choofing or rejediog a Member 

of 
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of the Britifh PaFliament ? and yet the advcr- 

dfements about the Weftminfter Eleftioik ihew 

chcmTlO'bc i^w^ittrfff of ; Ccpfeipenee.— ^t is 

it feans fad, that a pretty good fet o/ E^hglifli 

i^i^tsT-^wiio liitd»:an littcmpt. to iet up a ftage 

m-^¥=^tCMi^fe«t-»«ft^ tte- out-fkirts of Kahcc, 

{where^ 6^r language was a little underftoo^ 

were driven pff with the-jutmoft ipiirriUtf^ an 

yet 6ur W(7£&^ fiippoiit , their ftrollers hmv i 

ibii tjiey are, I 'hear> eftabiflicsd iii ffHte^f^l^ 

firacas^bnid^ by; the fiaUefy:^ being. welliUp^ 

ported by*<)tr JLoids, Ii«3fe9» uidi ftiHlmm 

tiy.lbiie,'c£ our'Oficerr^ wfa6 Ch9]^gh: dify ra^ 

ttwayi&bbr tJifcflFrenfch jn;.Ffandcrs^ /aw eager 

mrrfqilow rtbtm kerti, anft Co paysth^iolilb- 

iqfniqtls d^Yoics ,to. tkt^ cHitc^fbof tbeflkt*r*'^hac 

wtil <nod Bngliflimeb no«F: beac !' I <>: :i %..r,. 

r ^ Were .It pf rtmtte* tfalfind faUhlwith M-rrily, 

4 ifhbuld'isfa a(igcy) Penlez d!dt4ot'^e6»!*:tIie 

^Plbyd^'Mctcy. ' But bn 4&e <btl»er .h^nd;.!: am 

:pleii&d witK.the K«-rg^s anfwer to the Dm^ke of 

^WM-^, .^hb went tbfitt8> ctofijt lextdtihg 

titri^ jby'to inform him'df Uxe fbttunite brent 

W Sir Wiltkan'is death :**Mairt fony ibhitV 

'i(an(fwered ^his . M ' ■ *» ' ft y)o^. he taras : a wojcthy 

":*^ man, and an opeta '^flchiy*''' This' line aii- 

fwer makes one regret thacJds Min^n^s govern 

inlbead of hinx,*^Bi^ :; hbw 'hapjien^ it piay, 

i ' ^ .^ that 
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that I talk fomething tending cowards politics 
to yM ? I do not conceive what cOutd make 
it enter into my head: bot when it did do fi^ 
I can eafily conceive it would fl)i awi^ with 
my pen ; for • & negligently as I write, the 
firft ideas thatpr^fent themfelMek go off to nnry 
friends, unpolifhed anduncdndeftfed: but vtd 
others 1 givfe Only a' vcrylktl* //wwwi^y an<i lb 
conclude. ' This word< fliabkeryi. ^y6u ^ muft 
know, 'Sir, means' at^Ldndon*, fidttery iand r^ 
pliment \ and is the* iJt^ferit'' i-dgriing .word 
among the Btfaux and 'Bellesi'-'-'PardOrt^Jmy 
telling you what' your Didionary would Ai6t 
have told ybli ;^' and pardon rnic aMb for bdift^ 
ing of knowing .fomething abotit riip'£afli4<!>ttli 
toy neighbour^ do hot knoSV, arid Whifch^ thanfc* 
to Chance, I do kiloW !— I hope this fclftexaltaf- 
tion will not draw upon me the guilt; of tte 
•arrogant Pharifee, ' My kiioWfed^e ddes inot 
extend very far, as learncrd as P am 5 -and yej: 
I know that it is the fafliibn for everybody 
to write a couplet to theiftme tun^ (viz. ah old 
country-dance) upon whatever 'fubje(3ii occurs 
to them; I fhouH fay 'upon Whatever ^perfon, 
with their nkmes to'it- 'LLords,-Gemlfemeb, 
Ladies, Flirts; ;SthoUr3,' 'SbWidrs^ -fomnel. 
Mailers, . and Mififes, are all 'authors upon this 
bccafion, and alfb^heobjtftsJof^'edch other's re- 
tire : it makes an ofFcnfive medley^ and might be 

called 
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called a pot-pmrri^ which is a {)otful of all 
kinds of flowers which are fcverally perfumes, 
and commonly when mixt and rotten, fmell 
very ill. This coarfe fimile is yet too good 
for about twenty or thirty couplets I have fccn, 
and they are all perfonal and foolifh fatire, even 
feverally \ fo I will not fend them : but to 
make amends for my grave politics, I will 
fend you a gcxxl pretty innocent Ballad, wrote 
by a Mils Jenny Hamilton, a pretty girl about 
town, who is going to marry More^ the author 
of the Foundling, and writes word of it her- 
fdf in this manner to an intimate friend in the 
country. It confifts, as you will find, of 
puns (or as the French properly call it, Jeu 
de mots) upon his name ; and though I never 
was a lover of puns, I do not diflike the na- 
tural fprightly turn of thefe ; and I hope they 
will amufe you a few moments, for the reafon 
you quote from Gibber (himfelf !) " That 
** fmall matters amufe in the country." The 
truth of which moft people have felt, or arc 
unfeeling and unhappy. 

As to myfelf, I have ftrayed three days of 
the laft week in the woods-, or to be lels 
poetical, I have flood from Eleven to Five 
.each day, in the lower part of my Long Walk, 
planting and difplanting, opening views, &c. 
6 Iwilh 
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I wifh it may be for thd better. There wcrd 

fad fcrub-trees, if you remember, planted as if 

it was to. reprefent a fhooting-bow ; for they 

formed a curve on one fide, and a ftraight line 

on the other: this led to the lower gates that 

" part the Lane from the Walk, Twenty-feven 

good ftraight elms, inftead of them, make the 

lines parallel 5 and I have hopes of knocking 

down ten ecckjiajiical trces^ which obftrufted 

the profpe6t (as you and Mr. Hall aflured me) 

from the Old Summer-houfe.— If the whole 

' College of King*s in Cambridge fhould be 

'; more favourable to me than one fingle joint 

of a foe (I will not fay limb) of a College 

'^ which you had to deal with^ I fhall triumph : 

but I muft not brag too foon ; perhaps my. 

i fcheme may prove as abortive as yours^ 

I I want to know your anfwer about th^ 

' Urns being under the Double Oak.-^Pray tell 

my friend Tom I make my fervants colle6k all 

the roots and lay them at the door of the 

Coppice, againft he« exerts his fkill in rearing 

them up into the form, he propofes- 

The afking you to come here at this feafon^ 
is downright Irifli affurance: but it is allow- 
able, I hope, to wifh it.— Whenever wijhing Is 
mentioned, the Green Book prefents itfelf to 
my view : but it is as in a dream that vaniflies. 
L —I have 
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—I have fcnt a fpecial meffenger to Somer- 
viles-Afton, to Outing ; not without remind- 
ing him of your juft reproof (at leaft it is jufi 
as far as concerns writing ; for as to riding 
you cannot expeft It. I am fure he would not 
reach the Mines of Peru at this feafon, if they 
were but thirty miles off, in a fortnight, 
though he were to bring away as much as he 
could defire of their riches. He thinks it im- 
praflicable to come to Barrells, which is four- 
teen miles, though he promifed, though his 
cloaths are here, and though the Birmingham- 
coach could carry him any Monday from 
Henley to London, by Oxford; which con- 
veniency is hewly eftablifti^d, to our great 
emolument. Would it not be a good fchemc 
(this dirty weather, when riding is no more 
a pleafure) for you to come fome Monday 
in the faid ftage-coach from Birmingham, to 
break faft at Barrells (for they always brcakfaft 
^t Henley) -, and on the Saturday following, 
it would convey you back to Birmingham, 
unlefs you would ftay longer, which would 
bfe better ftill, and equally eafy ? for the ft^ge 
goes every week the fame road; it break- 
fails at Henley, and Kes at Chipping Norton ; 
goes early next day to Oxford, ftays there all 
day and night ; and gets on the third day to 

London : 



J 



LETTERS. 147 

London : Which from Birmingham at this 
jeafon is ptetty well, confidcring how long 
tkey arc at Oxford; and it is much more 
agrccabli? to the country than the Warwick 
way was.— But why has this coach induced VM 
to begin upon another Iheet of paper ? It is a 
ihame to torment you fo, and with fuch 
nonfenfe.^^— You once, I remember. Sir, com- 
mcifid^d my hand- writing ^nd correftnef^ j but 
this will (hew it was ^W^ummefy. 

I flaked you what your new l^ooks were, or 
pmphhtsf Yqu did not anfwer ipe: perr 
haps you had not gone through them.-^J wifli 
the people in town would give themfelvej 
time to write, and amufe us a little : but I 
tidieve they neither write nor read. How can 
tlicy, $s their titiie is taken up with n^w^ 
faflnioned amuftments, wlwh, like Eternity^ 
hare neither beginning por end? I imagine 
Jkep will be left off, for I do not hear of aqi 
hour allotted for it. As to thought^ it has 
^mpicy^ment enough in weighing thei^ differ^ 
ent amufements, and forting them fo as noC 
to lofe any in the twenty-four hours : And 
bookfellsr§.Jbelievi5 might Jfcytyp Ibop, if it 
was not for us country-puts. Perhaps when 
the Jubilee is over, there may be a ceffation to 
the prefent whirl of diverfions* 

L % My 
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My paper and the clock remind me that 
it ii late j fo I employ the reft of the (pacQ 
left, in afiuring you that I am, with great 
efteem, and without one particle of flum<^ 
inery, Sir, / 

Your faithful and obliged fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUCH. 

Prom 1117 Bed-Room, Wednefday, zgth. 
My writing a Poftfcript after fo long a* 
letter is hot according to the ffanefs oftbings^ 
1 confefs it; but I cannot well avoid it, for 
here enters the meflcnger whom 1 fent yefter- 
jday to Outing. 

Paft Five in the Afternoon. 

This proved a miftake, and the meflenger 
is not yet returned ; and I am obliged to fend 
this letter away now, or it will be too late to 
give it in charge to thofe who arc to carry ft 
to-morrow. 

My compliments to your Brother, and at 
Broom. 

t Be it known, thefe Words thoi applied are fafluonable* 
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LETTER 3bCXIX. 

S I Rf Barrells, December 6th9 1749* 

YOUR letter of the 26th ult. and mine of 
the 29th, croflcd each other at Birming- 
ham. The next day yours arrived fafc at 
Barrells, and gave me more than wonted plea* 
fure, as my Ipirits much wanted fuch a cor- 
dial, being deprcfled by various things, parti- 
cularly by the death of Mr. Davis, who leaves 
his Widow, (my friend) whom I love and 
cfteem, in deep affliftion, though without tears, 
or pomp of forrow. He was a gentleman-like 
man, generous, and capable of bein^ a friend j 
which many in higher life are not : and to her 
he was Brother, Father, Friend, as well as 
tender Jiulband. She had not recovered 
the toncern the lofs of her only child had 
caufcd her, when this greater misfortune befel 
her.— We are all born to fufFer afBiftions ; and 
I have had a large (hare: but I fincerely 
proteft none has ever been felt by me fo fe- 
verely as thofe which have befallen my friends. 
And as if that was well known to my evil 
Jlar, it Iheds its influence over moft of thofe 
L I perfon^ 
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perfons I have an affeftion for.— Pray God 
it may not reach you ! 

Here I break off to tell yod Outing's an^ 
fwer to my meffagc in his own words -, which 
are thefe, " My motions are at fo great an 
** uncertainty, that it makes me uneafy to 
** myfelf and rude to my friends. The hopes 
*' of feeing Mr. Shenftone prevented me from^ 
** writing to him ; and now that I am able to 
** do it, fFiirs impatience prevents me from 
" telling him fo."— This faid ^/7/, you muft 
know, is the meifenger I fent early one morn- 
ing, and he did not return till late next even- 
ing, becaufe Mr. Outing kept him to have 
time to anfwer my letter ; which he did an- 
fwer about the tenth part of: the diftance is 
fourteen miles, and the meflenger a fpcedy one. 
— Jacky Reynalds has been here fince, and tell« 
me he is at prefent at Sir Robert Cocks*s, 
confulting every perfon and every map to find 
out (not the longitude, but) the neareft way to 
Portfmouth, whether through London or 
acrofs the country. His perfon is ftill as I 
fuppofe in Gloucefterfhire, his bcft cloaths 
v^re at Barrells, and his thoughts on board the 
Hazard Sloop (where the lad he has the care 
of is to be placed) or rather on the road thi- 
ther, where I do not doubt but he fancies there 
9 are 
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aire dragons innumerable waitings for him ; far 
an indolent perfon may form as many difficul- 
ties when he^is to undertake a journey^ as 
a child frightened by its nurfe, or a p^fon 
who has the night-mare fees bugbears. 

The hopes you give me of the Green- 
Book feeds my imagination, and I flatter my- 
felf the firft fwallow will bring it ; for I do 
not imagine you will honour the robin-red- 
breaft with your, errand ; and he is the only 
feathered vifitarit I am likely* to have for fomc 
time. 

If I was hot tender of encroaching upon 
Mrs. Emme Scudamore's rights, I would pro- 
pofe to you to exchange a pair or two of 
pigeons of the carrier kind (of which I have 
fome) next fpring ; and by winter they may 
ponvey letters to and from the Leafowes and 
BarreUs with great dihgence, without her 
aflfiftaqce, or her friend William's. Why (hould 
it (jot be done here as well as abroad , as it is 
efpesially by our merchants in the eaftcrn 
countries^ who often gain riches by early ad- 
vice that ei^cpeditious way? and why (hould 
the fynd of fortune be ftill fiipplied with care, 
aiid ;hat of friendlhip negleded ? It is to the 
latter I woiild raifc an altar, and wifli to have 
it blaze as bright as that feems to do in the 
Jp ^ ingenious 
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ingenious device you fent me, which is (fam 

compliment) the pretticft of the kind I ever 

faw for a fcal % and hope you will permit mc 

to make ufe of it by having one cut according 

tto it, 

Spnday, December I oth, 1 749« 

Here I broke off, with an intention of 
copying m^ letter, and fending a neater editiop 
of it, this being full of blots j but had not an 
opportunity of fending it fafely to Birming- 
ham 5 when on Friday I received yours, of the 
5th, and this moment your laft, of the 7th, by 
Pcdley*s fon. As he is to return in the 
morning early, and I am to have Lord Archer 
and other company at dinner tOrmorrow, I ihall 
not have time to copy it over ; fo beg you will 
excufe it, and receive thi^ incorreft epiftle for 
the fake of its candour, not for its wit or its 
beauty : for it has no more pretence to cither, 
than a hurdygurdy has to harmony, 

I think Mr. Meredith's account of yoyr 
Grove is a very true one 5 and as to what re- 
lates to the buildings (fince he (:hoofes to 
make a parallel between them and tho^e at 
Hagley) I dare fay you will not difpute giv- 
ing the preference to the latter; nor fct your 
Gothic Bench in oppofition to their Gothic 
Caftle : and yet give mc leaye to lay the for- 
6 mer 
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tner is in the better taite and proportion, Mr* 
Meredith never faw Hagley, therefore I won- 
der how he came to fpeak of it as a judge: 
That he admires the Leafowes is certain, and 
is j lift.— I hate puns as much as you can do j 
but they ferve now and then, as fqch diflics 
which the French call Hors J^mtvnsy to inter- 
fperfe amongft thofe of more fubftance, and 
are counted a3 nothing, 

I like your fancy of making your parfoQ 
Bifliop of Nova Scotia, which would be 
making him of fome ufe. I have not experi-^ 
enced the good luck you wilh mc with eccle* 
fiaftics : fo cannot fay any thing in their fa- 
vour ; though I wifh I could, becaufe of their ' 
fundion, which puts it in their power to do 
good or hurt: and they generally choofe the 
Jatter. 

Jt is time to fpeak to you about the Urn ; 
which I cannot dp without returning you a 
ix^iljion of thanks for your interefting yourfelf 
fo much in what gives me pleafure, and for 
the trouble you have given yourfelf in draw- 
ling out the feveral fketchcs of urn?-, all 
which ^re \r\ exceeding good tafte, if mine 
may be permitted to judge. I fept one (the 
fmalleft in the drawings) to Warwick, to afk 
lirha^; it would cqft if executed quite plain 

with 
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Vith the pcddlal^ and the fize of the Icflfer 
ones at tiagley^i according to what you wrote 
pie abotit them ; and am to have an ahfwer 
next T\iefaa;jr, though I do not propofe having 
it made yet-, for the weather vill net allow 
it to be fct tip with fafety, as I imagine, til^ 
about April.-rrl wou^d employ Pedlcy pre- 
ferably to any other workpian, if I had i\ 
worked at hame^ both from your rccommen- 
datioR and his own fkill ; a§ ajfp from compaf-. 
lion for Tiis misfortunes ; but I have fcverai 
reafons which prevent my having it doi\e a^ 
home ; and amongft others,, I have no place 
to have it woriced in, nor any to keep it in 
when finifhed^ till it is a proper feafon to fct 
it up.^ Had Pedlcy had any dwelling where 
he could have made it, and from whence l 
could have fent for it, I would ord^r it im-i 
mediately, though it were to ccrfl mQ more-^ 
but as it is, I cannqt employ him, becaufc^ 
I cannot have it done at home -^ which I am 
forry for, efpecially as you. Sir,' recommend 
him, which weighs not a little with me ; nor 
fhall any one elfe do that or any thing in hia 
way for me but him, if ever I have any 
ftone worked here. 
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LETTER XL, 

8fR, Wednefday, 

WHEN! anfwcred yours ' by your 
fcrvant, I told you I had not time 
to examine the urns you kindly fkctchcd 
out for me (Mr. Allen, &c. chattering, round 
me). I have now looked them over, and 
like them well. I think the proportion of 
the large one (N^ 5.) feems to be very juft; 
€nd I believe the lefler fize is big enough far 
my fmall Coppice, I cannot 
admire the foliage at the necks 
of the urns, either at bottom 
or on the cover. I think thofe 
fluted thus are better ; and it is 
full ornamental enough, if they 
muft not be quite plain* As to the placing 
the Poetical Attributes either on the urn w 
the pedeftal, or on both, you have given 
variety of agreeable fpecimens. I confcf^ 
what plcafes my eye moft is the fiftula and 
pipe on the fifth urn, and the oval wreath oa 
the firft pedeftal. The lyre, ered as it is 
fli^wn on ;:hc fccond pedeftal, I cannot ad*. 
mke ; nor do I like the furrounding feftoons^ 
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N^. i» 3, 4, fo well as the (light feftoon iij 
the middle : fo that I had fixed upon having 
the pipe, &g. oij th^j urn, apd the wreath oii 
the pedeftal, and was confidering about what 
ihauld be on the other fide, when I pecol- 
4cfted, that if the urn is placed, >as I laft pro- 
pofcd, under the great Double Oak, there 
will only be one fide fecn perfed, viz. that 
which will front the new entrance at the 
comer of the Pit ; the oppofite fide will be 
hid by the tree, and the fide towards the Scr^ 
vice Walk will be filled up with trees, and 
the fame pn the other fide: Therefore if you 
think that fomething ornamental fiiould be 
feen through the trees, we muft have a fur- 
rounding feftoon of natural flowers tied with 
knots, as in N\ 3 : But (if you have no objec- 
tion) I fliould rather like to have the urn plain 
all but on one fide, ^ is for example Mr$, 
Lyttelton^s urn in Hagley Church, where flic 
is lying or a couch; and nothing is repre^ 
fented on the odier three fides. In this cafe, 
I would by all means have the pipe, &c. as 
you have introduced it (N*. 5.) pa the large 
urn, and the oval wreath on the pedeftal, with 
the Englifli infcription within it, as it is on 
that you fent, (N*. i.) and the His Saltern 
pn the upper plinth, ^s in N^ 4. But then, 

whcrg 
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t^Tiere can we write the Poftquamj &c. ? May 
it not be juft above the wreath? All this 
would enrich the front, and the reft would be 
plain, and only beautiful by the fhape and 
proportion. I cannot like lyres or even malks 
on an urn, I mean any thing that projeffcs fo 
much on the fides % it takes off that roundnefs 
which is its beauty.— I thought to have the 
urti and pedeftal worked at the Marble-yard 
at Warwick, and to fend my own team for 
ihem. I fuppofe Pedley made my urns which 
are on the New Summer-houfe there, and that 
he ftill works there. He can guefs at the 
Value of fuch a one as we propofe, if you are 
fo good to afk him \ and I fhould be very 
willing to have it made by him. You may know 
the price if quite plain, or one fide adorned 
as abovementioned -, or clfe the feftoon rounds 
and the wreath on one front of the pedeftal i 
or the flight wreath in the middle on three 
fides, and the tibia, &c. on the fourth, with 
the^ pipe and a lyre obliquely placed with it, 
inftjead of the fprig of laurel, as the laurel- 
wreath will be below it. But after all^ this 
laft will be a dearer way, becaufe the pedeftal 
would acquire fomething on four fides : fo, if 
you pleafc, we will ftick to carving only the 
front, as I mentioned before; and if that 
: . ihould 
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ihoutd be quite improper, I muft in that caft 
fobmit to the furroiindifig feftoon; but ihalt 
give up the jfiftula and pipe with very ^reat 
fcgret : fo hope it is allowable to keep it. 

If you wa$ not as anktous as tnyfelf to bay© 
4vie honour paid to the memory of our wor-* 
Ay friend, 1 fhould not be fo rude as to iiv* 
tcrrupt thu9> often your amulbmcnts, aad'tiim 
jour thoughts from the pleafing decorationt 
you are daily adding at the Leafowes to theft 
humble ones I exhibit hcrc.^-^What wouW I 
give for a little ftream to run at the footJoi 
thi$ pedeftal ! I dare fay you would be gei 
©erous enough to part with a finall rivutet, if 
you could perfuade it to ruii down hkbcr,-'-*'! 
imagine your iflands muft have a pretty cSo&k 
t— I3 your Summer- houfe yet transformed; or 
^oes it remain a butt for Mr. Lyttckon*s a»d 
Mr. Miller's cenfure ? They ifind fo touch 
tt the Leafowes to raife dieir envy* and con* 
fcq^uendy their fpleen, that it is happy for them 
foimc one objeft offers that they can veiit it 
upco t wfeen that -is removed^ they will wifti 
k up again 5 fo vexed will they be to find 
themfeives under a neceffity of commending. 
What cah be a greater misfortune to a cri- 
tic ? Pope would^ have died many yeari ago^ 
had he been obliged to refrain from (atirc^ the 

folc 
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fole delight of his litde peevifti temper. HoW; 
happy was he to meet with a Timon at hia 
villa ! The world furnUhes mapy : but thofe 
who would find one, muft m% i^ek him at 
the Leafowes. 

How charitable would it be, Sir, if y&n 
would take a trip to this little Retreat at thift 
melancholy feafon !«-^Thc Englife Jiang them« 
fclvcs, it is faid, in the month of Norcmbcr, 
and I find the French bcgia to catch the w^ 
fedlion; for they go to laTrappc;: that $iti. 
hanging arc fynoninioiis. What then, if, to in- 
dulge the fplenetic humour which the denfitf 
of the air and th& (hortnefs of the days, ih^ 
cline you to, you (hould come and ^end thenn 
in my chimney-corner ? Nothing will put yoii. 
enough in mind of fpting to make you regret 
it, unlcfs it is the fiiiging of my two Canary-* 
birds; and they flidJ, if you pleafe, be fent 
out of the parlour ; after which the moft pro- 
found filence will reign, and dukels be tri- 
iimphaAt. Thiis is what I invite you to j but 
you jvill be no fooner here than the fcene will 
appear to me quite changed :► my propofiil k 
therefore mercenary : I coflftfsi it, fclf^lav<t 
will have it for^Afr&pos^ Whcpe is the Gte^n^ 
Book? Why did I ever truft it out of my 
hands? Will it Aot, when copied os^et^ Y\b^ 

nour 
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nour the piAure of the intended urn with i 
place, and honour me with the irregular Ode ? 
May I hope that you will fet about it in ear- 
heft, at your leifure hours ?-— Adieu : I fcarce 
know what I write. — Parfon Allen kept me 
up (ill Three to hear his ftories ; and on Sun- 
day I fat up all night, and fhall not keep 
much more regular hours till after next Friday; 
for I am to dine and fup at Spernal, (the Parfon 
will have it fo) and on that day (or rather on 
Saturday morning) I fhall take leave of the 
prefent moon: nor fhall I have occafion to 
life the next; for the roads will be impaf- 
iable by thit time for a carriage that quar- 
ters, and indeed there will be nobody fcarcely 
left in the country to vifit. If you do not 
come, I fhall wifh I had the power of tranf- 
forming myfelf into a fly that lies fleeping or 
dead in fome obfcure corner, till the fun- 
beams wake hini, dnd warm him into life. 

Shall you not hear from Mr. Whifller from 
London ? his letters will entertain you ; and 
you will I dare fay let me partake of the plea- 
fure.— When the Duchefs of Somerfet returns 
from Batlj, I fuppofe I fhall hear frpm Her 
Grace.— Mifs Patty promifes to write ; but I 
much fufpedt the numerous amufcments Lon^ 
don affords to one of her age, aod who has 

never 
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h'cver fpent but the lad fprings there, nor ever 
feen it before, will often prevent her fitting 
down to write.->-Amongft other diverfions, 
t find they aft plays fometimcs at home, to 
.which all Mrs. Meredith's acquaintance are 
ihvited. Mr. Meredith and fome other young 
geritlenien do the mens parts, and Mifs Patty 
the top part of the women-— They have fcenes 
from the Play-heufe, and make proper ftage- 
drefles— Her afting is much admired. I made 
her do a fcene or two, to give me a notion 
of it, and it ftruck me.«--Monimia was what 
(he afted at home: but I. think fhe does fome 
of the mad parts (which Mrs. Cibber is fa- 
mous for) very finely.— Next fummer they 
propofe a much longer fl:ay at Barrells, where 
I hope you will meet them ; and they may 
Ihew you fome of thefe kind of amufement^, 
fo uncommon in thefe unfrequented (hades j 
if we can mufter up performers. 

I juft now perceive the word Jdieu^ two! 
pages back. Am I mad to write fuch an ^- 
•denda? But I let my pen gallop on, and you 
never will permit me to flop it ; fo you muft 
not complain of its impertinence.— Emmc will, 
'I dare fay, be thankful that the pacquet is 
fo large-, as fhe will judge of its merit by 
M IXif 
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its weight. You wifl, I hope, cxcufe its faults, 
bccaufe it conveys one inviolable truth ; which 
rs^ that I am 

Your moft faidiful 

H* LuXBOROUGH. 



LETTER XLI. 

SI R, Ttiefiiiqr. 

YESTERDAY muft be marked with 
the blackeft ink ih the kalendar of my 
life. My friends and neighbours feemed to 
combine, and leave me at once to foli^udc. 
and regret. Mrs. Meredith and her four 
daughters fet out from hence, at eight o'clock, 
in their coach with my horfes, for Oxford ; and 
Mr. Hall fct out at the fame time from 
Henley in the ftffge : he will not be at London 
before ten or fourteen days : they will be thcifc 
on Thurfday.— Mrs. Meredith and I ^ up 
all night on 'Sunday, by choice; the itftwcttt 
to bed ; by which contrivance I {ecured to 
myfelf fome reft laft night : whereas if Sieept- 
liefs had not forced me to it, Thought would 
have deprived me of it.-— Nothing is fo tef- 
nblc a^ parting; horn friends : and to have 

taken 
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taken leave atid tfifen have gone tcr bed, hafl 

^been fuch ^ image of tleath, that I avoided 

-k 03 much a6 poffibk, and* endeavoured tb 

baniA. ihcm all fiDin my rnihd.-— Luckily ^ 

msiii came to fell feme trees, juft as they werie 

fening out: and immediately looking upon 

liim z$ upoft ^ tutelar angel fent to my aiTift- 

Unce, I never Tetufned to the houfe, but walked, 

titiderhis proteftion, all over my grounds, and 

^rtfculajrly to the farther end of the Long 

Aveniie 5 where I ordered a crooked row df 

%tHafb trees to be fallen, and a ftrait row df 

%lms 'to be .planted, and other views to bfe 

^Opened^ by felling and tranfplanting aboiit 

^ Old Sunmiter-houre ; as alfp near the 

^roVie-Pool, to ftiew; the winding of the walk 

fcotti the Coppice and other points ; and fe- 

tcral roots to be ftocked up for future root- 

''houfes.-— ^ prof OS : I have taken the liberty 

^this moment to fend your trufty Toiti to recon- 

iioitre a place in the Coppice for a root- feat ; 

as alfo fome roots I have ftocked, to fee ff 

N^here arc enough. You will permit him fomc 

*ithe to aflift me in making one. This I have 

thoughts of placing in a corner near where 

thfe two chairs no^ ftand; from which one 

^ah }uft difcovcr a bit of a Gloucefterfliire 

Wai "(fvtr the t^it i but it will be through a ' 

M 2 very 
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very narrow winding-path, the reft of thaj: 
Open being to be fuU planted. — ^Since I ani 
fpeaking of that part of my environs, I will 
tell you of a new fcheme I have fornKd for 
placing the urn. I thought, before I received 
yours, that the area round the bottom of the 
pedeftal would be too narrow in the place 
we had once fixed upon for the urn •, and I 
alfo think the tree, which would be its canopy 
there, is too inconfiderable : fo that my prefent 
defign is to place it under the Great Double 
Oak, whofe venerable trunk will fupport 
and branches fliade it more properly than 
the other oak could have done. It will be 
like raifing a throne, as well as a monument, 
for Mr. Somervile; and could he fee it, he 
would, I believe, think himfelf more honour- 
ably placed than if he was kicked down below 
one's feet, which might offend his. elevated 
fpirit. — What think you then of filling the 
end of the Service Walk, where the entrance 
now is, with trees, referving glades for the 
profpeds, but hiding the houfe and gardens, and 
of placing the urn there, as much furrounded 
with ever-greens as poffible, and having a fmall 
entrance from the field, in the nook near the cor- 
ner of the Pit, which will front the fore-part of 
the urn, but which is not to be the common 
9 entrance 
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entrance to the Coppice? Perhaps a littte 
root- feat may be there, under the fliade of 
the hedge, inftead of where the Chairs are; 
from whence one may contemplate the urn 
one way, ' and have a profpeft through one of 
the openings of the Walk the other : — But this 
l^ft thing of the feat come$ into my head 
only now as I write; the reft I thought of 
before, and fcrawled it on a bit of rumpled 
paper, only to make myfclf con^prehend my 
own meaning ; and when I had done, was going 
to throw it in the fire, when I received 
yours ; by which I conceived that you had 
doubts about the propriety of the lower fitua- 
tion, This makes me venture to fend this 
fame rumpled fcrawl, which may perhaps 
give you an idea of my laft intention, which 
r Ihall execute, unlefs you difapprove it.— 
Mffs Harriot's thought is . undoubtedly right, 
jind ihall be purfyed. The Serpentine fliall 
not be on the brink of the Pit, as defcribed 
m the paper, but fhall go through the midft 
of the trees, and the Pit be all given to the 
field from the willows, The flope fhall be 
turfed as far as the willows : below that Ihall 
be' perpendicular. Some white pales I have, 
may go where the fteps now are, to reach 
^he willows, and fence 'out the cattle.. If they. 
M 3 ' or 
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or the Iheep come intx) the front of the Rt^ 
ft) mxch the prettier;, and they can do ni^ 

Twoo*cloqfe. 

Mr. Allen is, now making bis. entrance, an4 
comes to eat fome of Lord Archer's venjfon i 
fo I fhall |iot have time to look over the 
•rns. 

Five o'clpck. 
I have looked ^t the wns with Mr. Allen, 
Pe approves extremely of " His SaUem*^ oq* 
5hc plinth, and " Pffiquans " &c. and of tha 
bay-wreath on the pedeftal.?^We all like the 
fimplicity of No. 5. and the tibia apd fiftuljii 
in the middlf. I am for having no other 
prnajnent than that to the urn, and no other 
than thp bay.wrcat|i 50 the pedeftal.-w^What if 
a lyre was add^d obliquely to the tibia aji4 
4ftula,, or clfe hung upon the other fide of 
the urn, and the bay*branch left out, as^ the 
pedeftal will have bay enough upon it pT-rt 
^he Coat of Arms wopld be greatly abfurd^ 
for the reafons you give ; but I coul4 
*^ri{h I had a medallion of him carved wir 
thin the wreath : but that is not to be 
had.rr-I fhall leave the prpportions to your 
ipntj, but think the Icfler one ai: H^lcy 
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will do well.'^I do not like the foliage that 
forms the foot of the fifth urn. Why might 
not the foot be fluted as the cover ? Upon 
the whple, I would have it very plain : the 
'^yreath on the pedeftal, and the fiftula and 
wreath on the urn ar^ fuffici^nt. jMaflcs or 
lyres, or any thing as hanciles, fpoil the 
look, and the proportion^ in my opinioii,— 
Could you not complete your favours, by 
alking Pedley what he w:ould do it~for in 
Warwick-ftone ? — I return Gibbs ; and cannot 
like Mn Coulfton's drefs and full-bottomed 
wig on a tomb.— You are welcome to keep 
my old bqpk as long as you pleafe j and I 
wiU enquire about modern ones. 

lyiethinks I fmell the fms pareille hither. 
How could you tantalize me ? and how couldl 
you treat it as a moderate matter ? Stinking 
tobacco is no moderate matter to thofe who 
love it.r^Let pie know where your perfumer 
lives, and Mr. Hall ihall bq wrote to, to buy 
me fome. 

Lord Dudley's call up to Town is not fin- 
gular. 'All who are fuppoled to vote for t|>e 
Court have received a lettp^* to the faipe 
purpofe ; but all have not agreed to obey.**— 
The more hafte is made, as the K^— goes early 
to Hanover, 

M4 What 
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!What are your new .books and pamphlets ? 
Let me fee fome ; or rather, let me' have your' 
company. You are generous, and I am ber» 
come an objedl of compaflion in thJs folitude' 
and thefe Ihort days. — Outing treats me as' 
h^ does you. Gloucefterihire monopolizes all 
his courteoufnefs. 

They talk round me, and oblige n;ie to 
write' mere nonfenfe, or to conclude in hafte, 
The'latter is beft for your fake. — So adieu, 

Yovirs with efteem and fincerity, 

H, LuXBOROUG^.. 

I could wilh you- had a bufto-feal like what 
you were about inventing ; and that you fealed 
with dark-coloured wax, and' could gild the 
bufto as you have done the Viola's Head, 
with which you fealed the roll to-day, . 

I fend a Blind Boy Mifs Patty drew at can- 
dle-light, to hide the dirty fcrawlcd paper 
with the Oak and Urn. — Mr. Allen and Mr, 
apd ^Irs. Holyoak's compliments, 

Qne word rnore about Urns.— ^I lend you. 
Sir, the inclofed ; being an anfwer from Mr. 
Hands, who was defired by me to enquire 
at the Marble-yard the expence of an urn an4 
pedeftal, according to the dimenfions of the 

leflcr 
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kfler ones at Hagl^y Uiat you fent; becaufe 
(as I wrote you word by young P^dlcy) I 
had not conveniency to have one worked ^% 
home.— ^I fent the N*. 6, of your laft draw^ 
ings, becaufe I liked the form. As to orna^ 
ments, I never named them ; and could wilh 
it could be e^cecutcd quite plain; ^nd yet 
fomething expreffive of him as a poet (hould 
be too.-^- Would not the laurel- wreath encircling 
the infcription be fufEcient ? The fhape and. 
proportion of the urn is all I fliould wifh per- 
feft; and h^d rather it had no ornament, 
or next to none. I know you will be fo 
good to oblige me with one more draught 
according to this, plain fcheme, with the in- 
fcription and motto'^, and I will have it ex- 
ecuted. A thipg, much ornamented would' 
be no proper expreflion.of friendfhip from 
me, nor would it become the place: which: 
is expofed a good deal to the licentioufnefs 
of our mob, which is not near fo decent as 
yours. I am fure you will fsLy/ufficif to this:. 
5o I have done i but have. not ceafed to be 

yowr much obliged, humble fervant, 

U. Lu^tBOROUGH,' 

P. S. 



i^o LADY LUXBQROUGH'^ 

Tnefiiay Ntghl, Bee. i2t]i^ 1749^ 

P. S. For once I thought to have fpared 
you the trouble of reading a Poftfcript; but 
I muft tett you that Lord Archer dined here 
^fterday, and I 'fliall dine there to-morrow. 
He afked me how fer ofF you lived ? and added> 
that a gentleman had told him lately that 
yours was the prettieft and moft elegant place 
ia all thefe parts ; and that he iniagined by 
the defcription, it muft be like Mr. South* 
cote'^s,— 1 depreciated it in one fenfe, ima- 
^ning he had conceived a grand idea of it y 
and told him it was what I had taken the li- 
berty to call a Ferme crnee. " And what '* 
(faid he) " is more agreeable ? It is ^c vcry^ 
*' thing one Ihould choofe; ^and what I hj^ve 
** heard Lord Bolingbroke made Dawley.'* 
But I l^ld him, as to that, my Brothj^r'^ call-., 
ing it a Farm was only meant as it was re^y 
one; for he then kept 700/. per annum 
ia hand: but that the houfe was much toa 
fine and l^ge to be called a Farna. But x>a 
the other fide, its environs were npt orna- 
mented, nor, its profpefts good, 



xo LETTER 



BETTERS, in 



LETTER XI,II, 

TH ^ hopes you give me of focing yo\|^ 
h^re thefe holidays, are mop^ well* 
coipe than any New-year's^gift I could ha^^ 
ftceiv0d: and as the froft is aver, I depend 
upon their not being friiftrated.— fYour (poniY 
paf8Q& for Mrs, Davis ih^ws a good heart; 
^nd I (hink (he deferves the opinion you 
have concdved of he? ; of which I acquainted 
Ker, beii>g glad to coiitpibi|te towapds every 
pleaf^re fhe is capable of feeling in her pri^ 
font nielancholy circuoiftances. The remarks 
they fuggeft to you, are perfectly jiifl: and 
philofophical : but the di^culty is, how to 
put in pradttee what yow would advifej for 
I know by my own experience, that the things 
which aoi^fe when the heart and mind are at 
irafey ce^fe to do fo when they aiip ftsoogly 
fUSefted, and whpn. amiffenfikents .aro mo^ 
wanted to divert thought from the O^bjeft 
that cauies grief: And yet I m^ ftill fi> far 
ef your opinion, that I cannot be forry (thougb 
Ihe is &>) that it is her lot to have a multjpli** 
pijB)r of bu^n^i^ to go through (being fiile 

e?{eciitrj» 
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executrix to her hufband) ; nor that (he ha$ 
already quitted the houfe fhe lived in, hav* 
ing let it J for- the huwy this has- caufed, 
joined to the examining various books of 
accounts, &c. muft, I think, fometimes haVe 
obliged her, notwithftanding delicacy of 'ima^ 
gination, to turn her thoughts from the dead 
to the living. It is true, fhe lQok$ upon 
thcfe affairs as irkfome : but as fhe is now 
incapable of relifhing thofe diverfions vfhich 
|trc calculated. for pleafure, I think i% is weU 
thcfe otheilB prefent themfelves ; without 
which, I am perfuaded fhe would give herfelf 
up to unavailing regret, though not with 
that; pomp of forrow, which I never can, for-, 
bear fuppofing to be more afFedatioi) t\i^T\ 
it is reality .-^I have inyited her to Barrellsj 
hut when, or whether her affairs will permit 
her to come, I am ignorant, 

* Mr. Allen d^fired his compliments to you, 
when he left Barrells laft Saturday; 'as did 
Mr. Hall, by a letter I received the pofl after 
(viz. Chriflmas-day) ; exprefTmg his great 
hurry, perplexities, and uncertainty of the time 
of his return ; all occafioned by the fudden 
death of the Bifhop of Litchfield and Coven-? 
tity •, by whofe order he went to his houfe at 
ten o'clock on Friday morning to be examined 

* . -» (which 
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.(which he hgd already, been * at Lambeth) $ 
fcut *' Lo ! (he ikyp) the Bilhop himfelf w«4 
*' called Upon at Five the faipe morning, to 
** be examined at a greit and jqft Tribunal :^ 
£q that he- muft go for the third time to 
Lambeth to get a new fiat; and, in fliort, 
be at much more trouble, and expence by 
this uncxpefted accident. He adds, that he 
-had ibcured a difpenfatiori before the Bifliop*s 
death; but I fuppofe the holidays are alfo 
obftruftions to the proceedings in the Courts. 

I humbly beg Mrs. Emme*s pardon for 
having once prefumed tp fubftitute carrier 
pigeons in her place. She ought not, I confefs, 
to have them fet up as rivals againft her, 
fince (he is as true to her truft as the doves 
can be, and as expeditious as Nature will 
allow her to be. 

I cannot imagine how I could fuppofe Mr. 
M — — to mean Mr. Meredith ; and I can leis 
fuppofe how Mr. Miller could make fo ab- 
surd a comparifon about , the Leafowes and 
Hagley. Would it not have been fuffi- 
cient for him to have fpoke the truth, by 
faying the Leafowes had more beauties than 
Hagley ; and better ufe was made of the 
gifts of Nature, fuch as water-views, &c. and 
have left ftruftures out of the queftion, which 

arc 
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9Btt 'tming td the park mate thad to the taSfte^ 
wd %kfa whkh you iitver pretended to vye? 
As to myfbif) I im not ^sfhtumA, to ^wh 
th** i* like wen vl foot-feat at tlie Leafowca 
^etoer than I do his iHodem rm of an iuuiiilt 
Mftk ; nor i$ k extitK)ndinary. How many 
«*e there, bifides iwyfeJf, whofe eyes loblige 
lAem (without knowing i/^4iy) to be nwyrc As- 
fighted with the Banquecting-houfe at White- 
4iall than with' Btenbdm Caftle^ and ^tfa 
the front of Covcnt-Garden Church than widi 
«t. Paul's Cathedral !■— Such Is the force of 
truth, exemplified by that of proponion. 

Lord Archer, &rc, dined here j and I difled anil 
fepped at Umberflade laft ip^edc; and I be- 
^eve they go for London next week : As they 
^Ottic into Warwickftiirc but every other yea^, 
I fear I Ihall not have an opportunity dif in- 
troducing you to his Lordfliip, nor him to Jyou 
iU: tfec Leafowes, before the year 1751 : but if 
the 'vreather proves favourable when yoU ait 
•here, I vrill carry you to fee the hoiife and 
^rdens any morning you pleafe. 

Now for the inexhatiftible topic €^ Vftis. 
1 approve greatly of your laft urn, N^ 5 1 
which anfwers to the Ihape and fimpHcity 6i 
'ivhat I wifhed for, and will execute : and % 
Sgtec 'With ycfu in prdferring two plinths to 

one. 
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one. It remains then only t6 difcitfs tte one 
point, jyecorati(m\ in which J>oint die pkcing 
the motto's lane included. The His Sattm 
upon the upper plinth muft be undbubtfedly j 
and I feirh much plekfcd, as is Mr. Allen, (a 
better jtidge thJan tnyfelf ) with the Pdft^mm 
te Fata, &c. But W propofeto you two things : 
his IS, That, bdow where Mr. Sdmervile*s name, 
Ike. Ts piactd, fliould be addied 

« Mttlda iUe bonis flebilis bcoidit.'* 

6ut Uiis he entirely fubmits to ydu: only I 
thmk With him, jhat as the Other motto re^ 
gards him chiefly a3 a poet, this iaft wiH 
teibtd Itkn as a man wlip deferred the efteem 
of €*efy good man 5 and was regretted accor- 
dittgly. As to my dwn prc^ofd^ I fear you 
will not like it: but you and I may both 
be in the right, in agreeing to tHc inferip* 
tion^s being in Englifh— 

**'Sacr€d to the Mcflioiy 
of 

It may be uncdftomafy; bm a woman may 
l?e privileged to fWerve from fuch rules a 
me may be fupppfcd not to undetftand : and 
it will better pleafe the generality of his bM 
my common ac(j[uaintaace» as wdl as the mob^ 

whoiQ 
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whom you call your friends. There will be! 
iefs afFeftation in - it, and will more become 
me. As alfo, to have the whole fecm plain^ 
and not coftly. And alfo, the reafon of my 
creftino" it, to be as plainly underftood to mean 
no more than my eftcem for him as a worthy 
Man and a good Poet, who had honoured me 
with his friendfhip : but I would ward againft 
the fooli/h and the cenforiouSy who might be 
capable of forging feveral fuch ridiculous rea- 
fons (notwithftanding his age and every other 
circumftance) that might draw on a reproach 
upon me for paying this tribute to his me- 
niory •, and although I am in no fort afraid of. 
vinjuft cenfure, yet I have fuffered too rfiuch 
by it not to be cautious.— As \ have taken 
the liberty to give you this hint in a friendly 
way, 1 am almoft ,fure you will willingly 
aaree with me to leave, out gaflands of flow- 
cTs, &c. and (exclufive of the reafon ibove- 
mentioned) I am charmed with your thought 
of alluding to the Ghace; which you very 
juftly fay •oooiM be the mfi proper ornament, a 
meatb and Frencb-Hom: but then you fay, 
you give it up, becaufe you cannot manage it well. 
I know you could; and I fee fome rough 
Iketchqs-on the back of your paper, which 
*~ do 
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tio not difpleafe me. Permit me to aflc, Would 
it be aiiiifs (though draW 
It I cannot) to have i 
French-Hprh fufpended 
From the bottom of the 
inouldings of the up- 
per part of the pedeftal | 
by a ribaridi and two| 
branches of laurel to be • 
crofled through it, turned 
upwards, fo ns to fornl 
three parts of a Wrdath ? 
Nobody but yourfelf could evei- be fuppofed 
to comprehend fuch a fcrawl as this; and 
yet I dare fay, you will comprehend my 
meaning, and then throw it into the fire, as 
I rcqueft. If after thefe hints you will allow 
the mdttd*is, as well as the ihfcription^ to be all 
in the front (the urn being plain) I think 
the whole will be fixed: but here you will 
have the trbuble to dr^w thie wreath and horn 
jafrefh. But I do not alk pardon for giving 
it you^ as it is not meant to aflift me in 
adorning my farm, but in paying due honours 
to our deceafed friend * who is as much la- 
mented by you as by myfelf. 

You will receive this on New-year's-day I 

fuppofe : may it be propitious to yop ! and 

N fo 
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fo may cv^ry tuccecding year! This wHh 
is unlimited;^ fo is my cfteqm and friendftiij? 
for you. Need I add that I am 

YoUr obliged humble fervant^ 

H. LuXBOftOUGH ? 

Pray either com? aad furprize me, or cM? 
l^t me knoy whei? ypu. will com^ by the firfll 
opportunity. — I forgpt to mention that our 
intended fituatioq for the urn will not &eMi 
any orQament or infcriptioo^ except fu<;h' a9 
are in front ; fo that tl«y will be wedkfft : aod 
as we have agr^d the urij: Q^l be. pliiin> lAf 
jfewer ornampnt^ upon the pedeftaj^ tfe? better, 
9ut I caniv>t; fi5)rbear. thinking, aa. therp ^re 
two plir\th5 tQ fuppoct the urn beiiifeji thfi 
pedeftal, the whok prqpofed fcheme. npkight 
be executed on the one fide ; that, is, on. d» 
ff ont of the pedeftal.— Wher^ dp you get joyr 
thick gilf: paper ? Mine is tran^qreifft. 

N"*. I. I thinjk the fifbula fufpend^d ha« ^ 
goodeffe^ft hatiging to the wrtatb^ N.^ 2, 3, arc 
very proper, (^fpecially thai: without the lyr^ 
in cafe a circular wreath is admitted. N*. 4# 
The proportion to n\^. eye is agrceabte 5 as 
I dare fay it is to the. juftncfsL c^ the comi^ 
pofite order. N^. 5. The proportion o£ the 
Corinthian pedeftaL does, not ple^c me eq|i9l^ 
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lyj but I am (perhaps for want of Ikill) 
prejudiced againft that order. The medallion 
I like much, and think it an ornament greatly 
in taftej but it will be difficult to get fuch 
a thing executed, and more fo to preferve it 
froni mofs, which would difguife the features. 
Yet, had a buft been made of him, as was 
propofed by Richardfon, I would have had .the 
medallrort d6ne from it, and have liked it 
better than any thing elfe. N". 6. (This i$ 
fent to Warwick) I think this the prcttieft 
Aape for the urn ; and it moft refembles 
thofe little ones the Duchefs of Sonierfet turned 
in wood for me-, which fhe copied from an 
antique urn brought her by the Countefs of 
Pomfrw from Italy. I fend one of them for 
you to look at. N*. 7. This is undoubtedly 
the front view I prefer as to ornament; but 
do not like the Ihape of the urn for the 
reafon you give. N*. 8. This mantling is 
very well, (efpecially that with flowerets) in 
cafe it is neceflary to have any thing on thofe 
, fides of the urn that are not in front.— Query, 
Whether the wreath left entirely out of the 
laurel-pedeftal, .and the laurel-fprig added to 
the fiftula and tibia (as in N*. 5, of the firfi 
drawings) might not be as well j but placed 
fomething higher on the urn, and not fuf- 
N 2 pended^ 
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pendcd ; as there will be in this cafe (of a 
plain urn) no wreath to hang it to?— I fliould 
like the whole to be as plain as poffible: 
that is to fay, as far as is confiftent with ex- 
preffiiig my friendfhip for Mr. Somervile, and 
his poetical genius -, trophies of which mull 
undoubtedly be on one fide the urn : but all 
the reft would be as mere ornament to the 
work and to the place, which is in no fort 
my intention. Neither would I have it expen- 
five (for more reafons than barely that of fa- 
ying money) ; but I would exprefs with as 
much fimplicity as poffible my refpeft for 
his memory, without flattery or pomp ; and 
that it was my friendlhip only which made 
me raife this memorandum of him : fo that 
my firft thought of all was only to have had 
an altar, without any urn, and fomething wrote 
upon jt equivalent to what you have put 
round the blazing altar you drew out in your 
letter, viz. Sacred to Friendjhip ; or to that ef- 
fect. But as an urn will undoubtedly be 
handfome, I am, upon the whole, for having 
an exceeding plain one, in as juft fymmetry 
ajs poffible ; and on one fide, only fome proper 
trophy to him, fuch as the tibia and fiftula 
only •, and the laurel on the pedeftal to in- 
€lofe his name, &c. — The places you pro. 

.pofe 
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pofc for the other motto*s on the plinths, arc 
very proper; and nothing can be more pro- 
per than the His Saltern and the Poftquam\ &c. 
iinlefs one could have found one in his own 
Works, which was fuitable, and good at the 
fame time ; which I confefs I do not find in 
thole I have feen of his. Outing's memory 
(which is a good one) had not recorded any : 
fgr which reafon, when the thing was Ipokeri 
of, he faid there muft be a Latin one; and 
defired me to advife with you ; and men- 
tioned none himfelf, but His faltem accumulem 
donisy &c. and was for having an altar orna- 
mented with flowers, &c. befides the urn : but 
of all this he fpoke to you before, without 
my knowl€dg©.T?^So, as to my prefent plain 
fcheme, agreeable to the form and method 
you feem to approve, and to the motto's you 
chofe, I beg the fovoiir you will draw one 
more^ and it Ihall be cxecyted, provided you 
will further protnife to come and drredt where 
it ihall be placed ; that is, on \^hich fpot,^ 

" Under the O^k's protcaing Sha^dc;** 

(as himfelf exprefles it) : for the double oak 
fhall be his canopy.; unlcfs you change your 
opinion and mine. 

I forgot to fay that I have a ftrangc diflike 
N 3 to 
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to Jirawberries^ acomsy artichokes^ or any vc^ 
gptable that I have hitherto fcen, for the han- 
dle of any vafe or urn j an4 had rather have 
none, or at mofk a fmall round nob on the 
top of the cover, fuch as you have given to 
N^ 6 ; which, z$ I mentioned before, is fent 
to Warwick, 
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SIR, BarrcUs, January 31ft, 1749-50. 

IF either of us regarded ceremony, I fhould 
wait, till I had the pleafure of hearing 
from you, before I troubled you with re- 
newing our correfpondence 1 and then I ftipuld 
endeavour to exprefs how much joy your 
company here' had given me, and hpw nriuch 
regret your abfence had caufed me. But as 
I always fuppofe, when the rays, of friendihip 
appear, c^emony vanifhes, \ take it for grant- 
ed, you will ufe none of it with me, nor 
expeft any from me : It is but a vapour.'-^Thia 
point fettled, I muft tell yqu that I have beeo 
more ^than nine days (the commoa period) 
confined with a cold j and, very happily for 
10 ' yo^\ 
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ybu, hive been unable to fet pen to jpaper. 
My firft aft and deed, which is writing to 
ybU now, Ihews how many fuch you have 
efc&ped : and ftill greater would you think 
^bur efcape, if you knew how very ftupid my 
fllnefs made me. 

Not the felf-flattery of J G C— , 

juhibr, Efq. in his Preface to the Life of 
SdcrJites, nor his frhart fcourges of great men 
in his Notes, have awakened me enough td 
ttid dl his book; but I will do it foon, as 
yotir vel-y juft remarks in the margin carry 
itte dgfeeably through the road which this 
young Biographer feems to have* fown with 
nettles : but as he raifes himfelf upon that 
b^k, I wifti they do not fling him when they ' 
coihe to maturity, 

I fend you a letter of the Duchefs of So- 
rh^tf€t*s J which i defire you will return as 
fbtHi a^ you have read it : for till then I can- 
hot anfwer it.*-^That fhe fliduld agree in 
Kking all you wHte, I do not wonder j but 
aril not a little proud of having chofe out a 
poem of youfs to fend her, which pleafes both 
Hfef Grace and her chaplain. For though it 
^oulcf ftand the teft of all the DuchefTes and 
theit chaplains in England, yet that my Duchefs 
N 4 Jtidges 
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judges, as myfclf, rftifes my vanity, and ih-i 
creafes my pleafurc. 

You left yourfelf in fafe hands, when yo\; 
intrufted me with feveral things of your writ- 
ing : for all thofe you called incorreft, oc 
did not commiffion me to Ihew, I never did 5^ 
though, according to my own opinion, I might 
have done it without ofifence to your Mufc; 
but it would have been an offence to youj 
and friendfhip is with me facred. 

This is wrote on the paper you was ^ kin4 
to give me ; but with the worft of pens,. Tak^ 
pity of me ; and let Aris at Birmingham knpw. 
that you defire, if I fend to hinrj for any 
thing in his way, yoU would have him fervc 
^le as he does you. I fhall reap the benefit 
of this, and you will have fome of the glean-? 



mgs. 



I had almpft forgot to tell yoy, that my 
ftrid obedience to your commands has nearly, 
incurred difpleafure from Mr. Outing; to, 
whom I wrote upon bufinefs (and was obliged 
to fend to Somerviles-Afton on purpofe) ;^ anc^ 
in my letter faid you would have gone there 
from hence, but that myfelf and niy fervants 
had toid you ' they believed the houfe wa^ 
filled with' friend's of Mr. Reynalds's from 
Montgomery^ and that hearing he was gone 
9 w 
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to Sir Robert Cocks's, you judged it might be 
to make room : To which he anfwcrs, *' He h 
^' forry you was hindered from going. That 
• * under that hofpitabk roof there would have. 
*^ been room for you : and that it was not 
?^ want of room there which f^nt l^Jm to 
^* Sir Robert Cocks*s.'*-»-I repeat, as near as 
I can remember, his words; and am foriy 
if any perfon here faid any thing to deter* 
mine you contrary to your intention^. I fliould 
add, that be fays he hopes to make all up 
with you by letter, as I hope he will ; and 
tells me he will be in London at his old 
lodging in Charles-court, the end^ of this 
week. 

It is more than time to releafe you ; and it 
^ill be, Ihope, unneccflary to add, that I am 

Your faithful and obliged 

p. LuXBOltQUQK. 

I fcratched out the compliments I impro- 
perly placed on the other fide: the paper to 
your Brother, and Mr. and Mrs. Dolman ; but 
jpean th^n^ very fincerely, not as compliments 
t^arely, but ftedfaft wifhes. 

flaye you not a relation who is printing a 
liqo^ concerning Prayer (his nanje I think is 
' ^ ' ' Pearfall) ? 
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FeaiM) i I hxve fublcrifalcd to it by Mi-. 
HaiPi de&re. 



L E t T B R XLIV. 

SIR, Barrellt, Valentiii^Vdax, 1749-SO, 

EV E R y d*y brings us ftrong and frefh 
proofs cf the folly . of being foiicitdils 
a|ft€r grandeur, riches^ power^ or indeed after 
^y other earthly bleffing ; \lrhich is ihacchisd 
from us as ibon as pofieiled. — ^You gue(s that 
the death of the Duke of Somerfct caufcs 
my prefent refledion i which millions of thii^s 
might daily obligir one to make^ ahd ftill 
give greater caufe for. The death of a man 
of fixty-fix^ who has been tormented many 
years with the gout, cannot be deemed an 
uncommon or unexpeftcd event: and yet I 
confefs it furprizcd me when I received the 
news, near as much as when I receive th^ 
of the death of his Son, Lord Be^ucham^. 
The efteem I hsi for His Grace^ ht)d the 
friendfhip I have, and have Jong had, fot hisi 
Duchefs, cotdd not let me hear of hii death 
withoot fheddmg tears of regret: ind the ^^ 

count 
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cfxtmt Ae gives me of the cftablifliment of 
his health in her letter of the 31ft ult. caufe$ 
my being fa much fyrprized at its happening 
thu$ fuddcnly. And as every trifling circunv 
ftaaee inereafes the perturbation of thought 
upon fuch occafions ; fo did my happening to 
be filing up a letter of congratulation and 
dirc^ing it to Lady Betty Smi^hfofi upon thfe 
birth of a fon, juft as thfc poft-fctiers and 
ncwfi-pq>ers were brought in, which I chancedr 
to caft tny eye upon, and immediately faw 
the aftifcte, which rather denwadfed condolence 
than cohgratulation from me i and would hare 
made my letter very unwelcome, and the 
more improper as ihe lies-in, and tbat pof- 
fiUy Sir Hugh (now Earl of l^^IorthumbeHand) 
might not have chofe fhe fhould receive ainy, 
left they mi^t move her paffioii;5 in her 
prefent circumftaneea. Tim fau^^-pisu however I 
cfcapcd, and threw my letter in the fire,, with 
one I had intendfed for thie Duehefe j wherein 
I p?omifed to fend her the Ode you honoured 
me with after your ilbefs 5 and mtroduced 
yQwr intemion of getting aeq^wed with Mr. 
Lindfey the Duke's chaplain ; which I ex- 
pr^Ced in fnch a manner, as to make her un- 
derilaiKl that y0U meant it as. a, ft^ towards 
a? «tr<?sd'uAwri t^ Her Qt^e : 9^% what avails 

it 
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it now ? *' Vhomme propofe et Dieu dijpofc^ asi 
the French Proverb fays. 

Outing got to Town on Monday fevennigbt, 
in thunder, lightning, and in rain, and was 
welcomed by an earthquake the Thurfday 

after. 

The eldeft Mifs Meredith is to be marri- 
ed, the 23d inftant, to Mr. Banks of Win- 
ftanley in Lancafbire, her relation, (a fecond- 
coufin to the Duke of Somerfet) whofe eftate 
is 2j3ao/. per annum : but, far above all, is a 
man of firift honour, benevolence, and good 
watuie, and hofpitable to the greateft degree; 
and his propofals to her, generous to as great 
»on$. Had it not been for this event, Mr. 
Meredith would be now here : he is with her 
ia that country ; the reft of the family are at 
London* I had. a letter from him upon the 
occafion, which fhews his joy -, and I will im- 
part it to you when I fee you and the rofes 
appear together in my Shrubbery : for , you 
k^ow they take it ill you have never yet 
vifited fhem.. The humble violet would be. 
ftill more glad to receive you 5 but fcarcely 
dares propofe it. 

I am almoft angry at Lord Stamford for vi- 

iiting your Walks at fuch an unfeafonable time : 

k was quite wrong-headed \ but I hope he and 

' ^ his 
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his Lady will fee them in fummer. Do they 
live near you? I wifh I could meet her there. 
She is a woman of excellent fenfe, and a great 
admirer of the beauties of nature ; which fhe 
will fee to the beft advantage in your cnvi- 
^ rons. — I agree with you as to the wreath round 

the French-Horn ; and haye befpoke it. 

r You are fo far from being cenforious, as 

I to Mr. Miller's place, that your defcription 

g gives me an infinitely more advantageous idea 

jf of it, than any I had conceived* before from 

, what others had faid to me of it. Undoubt* 

I edly advantages might be taken from the 

;. view he has on the fpot where Edgehill 

J battle was fought ; but the memorandums 

( raifed there muft proceed from a genius fome- 

f thing more fublime than that which feems 

{ merely turned to Gothic architefture. Many 

a man can Iketch out a bow- window or heavy 

cattle, who is unacquainted "with the beauties 

of a genteel urn : but many more people 

could do the one and the other more eafily 

than dedicate it properly, and imprefs fuch 

ideas as the hiftory and the place might fug- 

geft to thofe of a more refined though lefs 

mechanical genius than I conceive him to be 

of. You could eafily aflift him, if you thought 

it worth your while to give your advice ; 

yet 
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yet brware of advififtg him to remove re* 
mams o£ monumeftC^, or even a fingle ftonc 
from tke chwch-yard. The patrfens wotiW 
call 11 facritege^ and cut up his woods as they * 
did yow; ; perhaps putl down his Ufy tower^ 
Und you w<i>tild trepan him into this. 

I havs^ ended foor fictes before I was aware 
«f if ^ bu€ yoxx will know it too wett: and 
now I Mmft add^ th^ I do not yet know what 
to fay about the infcription tf> the urn. Mr. 
AMen is vaftly againft its feeing in Englifli % 
and I am alfa inclinable to give'that up, unlefe k 
might be attowable to let the profe be lb, and 
the motto Latin, as a quotation : but accord- 
ing to* your letter, I find it is againft rule, if 
rules there be in Umaty,-^! liked your firf! 
thought f and the motto you pitch upon, viz. 
Pofiquams &c. and have no fault to find with 
it now, but that it gives an ideal of Mr. So- 
mcrvile, merely as a poet. Is it impoffibte 
to put the intended Englifh infcription, or at 
Ifeaft what is adequate to it, into Latin within 
the wreath, retaining alfo the abovementioned 
motto ? f am fure you eould do it well 5 
and verily believe you would be glad to do 
it for the fake of your deceafed Friend, and of 

Your faithful living one, 

H. LUXB0R0U5H. 
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T<lt mR MdwJtbfer Mr. Arb geu yow Paper 
folf yo^, ami if h€^ h^ good pens.— Laftlfri^ 
^r. JfeU lay. kre» and beggpd hi^ cooipii- 
ment$ tf) you> He had bceqi 2hov^ i^im 
yfmkA tpg^jhcr ^t Harbproi4gh. 
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5.1 R,r Fdjmii^ 2stli> 1749-50^ 

BY the mcki^d^ yoa will; find the U» i$ 
finifhed^ and I am to fix a day* £ca; ftfid> 
Vig my team fisr it* The^ isi&riptioa being 
uiideiHazmjned, ftops^me: &>t I diink it would 
be better done at Warwick thaa it caa ha by 
the fools at Henley^ and I would order ic Ib^ 
^ to gisEC them ofily one day t& writse it^ and 
fend for it the next.— By my laftkceer tx>yoUj| 
I mentipned ,the. infcriptioix's^ bpijig. in Latin ; 
and hoped you would think of fomethirig - 
whieh might tranfmit to pofterity an idea of 
Mr, Somervile in his private charafter^ as 
well as you have fliewn his capacity as a poet, 
by the Latin motto you propofed, and by the 
emblematical ornament on the pedeftal, as 
Author of the Chace^ and as a lover of hunt- 
ing, 

I hoped ^ 
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I hoped to have heard from you laft Thurli 
day when the farmers returned from Birming^ 
ham; but had not that pleafure. I wifh you 
could be here at the ereAing this faid urn. It 
will not however be long (at leaft fo I hope) 
ere you pour libations over it to the memory 
of our deceafed friend;— ^The violets are at- 
moft faded, the fyringa is ready to blow, the 
rooks build their ncfts, and every thing fpeaks 
approaching fpring, except the more than com* 
mon winds, which are infupportable to riiy 
cars, and deftrudtive to many things of more 
confequence. 

Sir Peter Soame, Mr Allen, and Mr. Hall^ 
palled a few days with me laft week, and de- 
jfired their compliments to youi All of them 
have left me to folitude. 

If you write an anfwer to this very fboni 
you will oblige 

Your fincere and faithful fervaht, 

H. LuXBOROUOHj 



LfittER 



...S 
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LETTER XLVL 

S I R9 B^feltsi March i4fh> 1 749-50* 

NO T haying feen Mr. Allen fmce I re- 
ceived yours, I defer an anfwer to the 
query about the infcription- I am not a pro- 
per ,perfon to decide; but am inclinable ^to 
the alteration you mention, as it will take 
away the objeftion to the two motto's pro- 
pofed coming together.— The urn was erefted 
this morning, and now makes a good figure 
under its canopy of oak. If the "weather 
continues dry^ it will be fit to be painted 
in- a fortnight : and the man who fet it up 
will come at the fame time to infcribe it. 
The letters are to be carved in the ftone, and 
then blacked. Collins, who made it, does all 
Lord Brook's and Mr. Wife's work j arid hi* 
foreman appears to be a good workman. The 
French-horn, wreathed with laurel, was done 
by the beft ftone-carver in Warwick. All 
this is good.— Now for the bad, Firft of all, 
the fhaft is not all in one piece. I afked the 
man the reafon, and he protefts he could not 
get a ftone of that fize in Warwick : that he 
tried every quarry, and went purpofely to the 
principal one ; but in vain. So there are two 
pieces of five inches each, one above, the oth^ 

O below 
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t^elow the wreath, which hangs on a hoop not 
fufpendcd by a riband. The next misfortune 
is owing to a mercenary, ill-natured rafpal,, 
who is a weekly carrier from Henley to War-- 
wick ; by whom I fent a letter laft Saturday 
to Mr. Hands, to fay that I would fend my 
team for the vafe and pedeftal on Monday : 
but, if Mr. Collins did not choofe that 
day,, defired he would name another. Mr. 
Hands was not at home; but his people fent 
the fellow to Mr. Collins, who told him by 
word of mouth, that the team muft not come 
till Wednefday ; for the things could not be 
fent fafely before: which meflage the rafcal 
never brought, nor ever mentioned to my 
fervants, though he faw four of them on Sun- 
day at Henley, and fpoke to two of them. If 
it had been wrote down, he would have brought 
it, and demanded Three- pence at lead for it ; 
but as it was verbal, he did not thinlc it worth 
delivering. So when the team got to War- 
wick on Monday, Mr. Hands fwore ; Mr. 
Collins fretted : both f^id the urn would be 
damaged ; for they had befpoke cafes of deal 
for every diftinft part, and but one cafe 
was made ; yet to fend the waggon back 
empty they did not dare : fo, in Ihort, they 
packed it all up as carefully as they could. 

But 



LETTER S. 195 

But the roads being very rough and bad, 
they with difficulty got home by One in 
the morning ; the mouth of the French- 
horn ftruck ofF, and two ftones broke off the 
Wer plinth, and a fmall notch on the urn, 
and one on the cap of it, but trifling. The 
foreman and another man came in the morn- 
ing and mended the two ftones very well (as I 
had fome of the fame ftone in the rough) -, and 
have put the mouth of the French-horn on 
again (for luckily it was not loft) -, and they 
fay it is as ftrong as ever, and the paint will 
hide entirely the piecing. 

I was very well entertained on Sunday even-' 
ing, and on Monday till Five in the evening, 
with Mr. Smith's company.' He brought me 
the Prints I had fubfcribed to, I alfo fub- 
fcribed to four, which he intends to put out ; 
and I bought of him four others, and alfq 
the eight Derby Ihire Views ; and he gave 
me one of Chatfworth 5 and would have given 
me a whole fett, if I would have accepted it. 
Mr. Hall faw him here, and has fubfcribed 
to his new fett. He promifes me the little 
book with Virgil's Grove, at the time he deli- 
vers the others.— -Would but the Green Book 
come too, I fhould be completely happy ! — We 
jtalkcd much of you. He is charmed with 
O 2 your 



--H 
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your taftc, and with the Lcafowes ; and would ' 
be more charmed with you, if you woutd 
have fhewn him any of your writings : but he 
fays you ufed him ill in that point ; for he has 
ieen only what is in print. He got up at 
Seven, and walked all over this place; and 
again with me, when I arofe. He commends it 
more than I think it deferves. He agrees with 
you entirely in admiring the amphitheatre of 
wooded hills that we fee from the windows^ 
and the fituation of the Hermitage ; which he 
thinks preferable to any in England. He la- 
ments my want of water ; but thinks I might 
find fprings (as indeed moft people do). He 
liked the (hell-urns, and the fituation for the 
hew one ; as alfo the afpeft of the kitchen^ 
garden, and the pond and oak-tree 5 and agrees 
to moving the pales, fo as to guide one to 
the Shrubbery. The gloominefs of the night 
ihewed the Long Walk to advantage, with 
the mOon juft feen through the trees on Sun-» 
dayj when he came by my coach-fide from 
Henley; and he was delighted with the Gor 
thic arch they form : but he is againft plant- 
ing the Service- Walk bank with ik>wers^ or 
doing any thing to it; thinking its roughnefs 
is a good contraft to divide the Shrubbery 
from the Coppice, which is alfo a kind of 
7 Ihrubbery. 
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Ihrubbery. He is alfo againft my painting 
the niche where Venus is ; for he fays flic is 
fuppofed to have been bathing, and to crouch 
herfelf in that manner, upon the approach 
of fomebody, by way of hiding herfelf: and 
he would have the niche adorned with mofs, 
&c. like fome bathing place in a remote cor- 
ner; and (he fays) fome bits of looking-glafe 
among it to refleft what is to be feen, and 
alio to give a watery look at a di/lance, will 
have* a good effeft from the Hall-door. He 
is much for the pediment ; to which my only 
objedion is the price. He is much plcafed 
with the place where you have fet your urn ; 
but thinks, as you do, that it looks too fmall 
from where, it is moft feen.— I have begun the 
Ha! Ha! acrofs the Service Walk; and the 
urn is feen from every place. Shrubbery, Ter- 
race, Bowling-green, Long Walk, and the End 
of the Kitchen-garden; which is to be ta* 
ken in. 

I fend you half the jefiamine-water I have 
kff ; and will write to aflc Mrs. Wymondefold, 
if it is to be bought at London J 

I inclofe Mr. Meredith's two laft letters. I 

hope you will meet him here ; and that wc 

fliall pour libations together over Mr. So^ 

tnervile*3 urn. But will you not come be- 

O3 fides, 
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fides, for a day or two, to fee the infcription 
wrote ? It would be very fatisfaftory, as well 
as pleafing to, Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Pray fend me Lord Lovat*s Trialj^ and I will 
fend you back Socrates's Life. 

Whether you intended it or no, my curip- 
fity is excited, and I muft fee the Ode to our 
Duchefs ; and hope it will not be improper to 
ftiew it her ere long. 



LETTER XLVIL 

S I R» Barrells, April 25th, 1750. 

THAT the interruption to our corre- 
fpondence fhould happen on my fide, 
I blufti at, though 1 well know it was not my 
fault. I wi(h you could know it as well ; for 
you could not then blame me. But if you 
are inclined to blame me, pray confider that 
1 have been fufficiently punifhed already, by 
being deprived of your letters, which I greatly 
cflseem. I muft have been my own enemy, 

had 
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had I deprived myfelf of them willingly. The 
truth is^ that when your Jaft letter came, I had 
company, who ftaid a week (Sir Peter Soame, 
the Conful of Oftend, and Mr. Allen) ; and 
•you know I have nobody to affift me in doing 
the honours of my houfe. At that jundure 
of time I received the news of i.ady Boling- 
broke's death-, of my Brother's vaft afHidlion 
for her, :^nd of his own indifpofuion : All which 
obliged me to fend a f^rvant exprefs to Lon- 
don, and to offer to go- myfelf j- which if my 
brother had accepted, I would have fet out 
immediately : fo that I had the journey in fome 
meafure to prepare for, and a great many let- 
ters to writx^ by the meflengcr I fcnt ; fince 
whofe return an accident happened among my 
domeftics, which fhockcd me, and caufed me 
a good deal of trouble and thought. Diabo- 
lical weather, added to all this, lowered my 
fpirits yet more, and folitude contributed to 
my dulnefs. Judge then^ Sir, whether I was 
fit to write to you •, I, who in my brighteft 
pomcnts am unequal to the talk, 

I fee with pletifure the advancement of 

Spring-, but though its progrefs has been 

quick, there are few .flowers, except the lilac: 

{he woodbine begins to fliew itfelf^ and the 

O 4 fweet- 
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fwect-brlar is fragrant : but I fear thcrt 
is not quite liability enough in the wea- 
ther, nor variety enough in the Shrubbery 
to invite you as yet •, but there will be ere 
long. The Coppice has the advantage at pre- 
fent ; for Nature has embroidered it thick with 
all kinds of wild flowers. The Hermitage looks 
ruinous, the roof being pulled to pieces, in or- 
der to have it thatched ; without which I fliall 
never keep the wet out : but it fhall be covered 
fpeedily. I have not yet had time to fill up 
the Walk, which you know I had ungravelled j 
nor to ungravel the middle one, as you advifed ; 
but it &all be done. As to the urn, I told 
you it was erefted : if dry weather continues, 
I will have it painted next week. As the motto 
Mr. Allen chofe, and that you had chofe, can- 
not, in your opinion, be t)n each fide the fame 
plinth ; and as neither of them fingly take in 
both the moral and the poetical charafter of 
Mr. Somervile, nor my friendihip, I fearched 
Francis's Horace, with ^ view to find (me only, 
that ihould exprefs in fome meafure the whole $ 
and Mr. John Reynalds happening to come in, 
• looked over it with me, and we both hit upon 
a (hort one, which to my thinking anfwers the 
intent, and will not oblige me to write any 

other 
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other oa the fides. As the Ibrepart of the 
pcdeftal only is adorned with carvings I think 
it is beft to have no writing but on the front* 
The motto is 

^* Debita fparges lacr)niil fayillam 
Vatif amici*" 

This upon the plinth y and under it, On the 
pedeftal, over the wreath, Mr, Somervile's name 

H L 

in Latin, and p and at bottom, the date 

{not of this year, but) of the year he died, be- 
caufe of the word Favillank^^I do not ima* 
ginc jiutbor of the Chau can be put agree*- 
ably into Latin ; and I confefs it appears to me 
that the Emblematical horn wreathed with laurel 
will fuffice to put all who knew him in mind 
of that poetical performance, which is fb well 
known, without any explanation by words.— 
I (hall be glad if you happen to think a$ 
I do. 

I am fenfible of the merit of xhtfallow-txe^'^ 
but muft not aim at having any in the places 
where I wilh them, for want of watet. My 
ftiff foil can never do.-^I am forry your Grove 
will not be well pi<5tured by Smith: Had I 
known it, I fhould have been fo. angry, that \ 
foowld have abated of my gcnerofity to him.— r 

There 
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There is no keeping the people out of the 
Service Walk i they come through the neigh* 
bouring Coppice into the Lane, and from thence 
over my hedge that is on the bank, which they 
have broke dowi} in forty places^ and fo into 
the Service Walk, and away for Henley, &c. 

Seeing the green leaves does not revive me 
more than the hopes you give me of feeing 
the Green Book : but as I am infat^iable in 
my defires of feeing your performances in all the 
Sifter Arts, I fliall not without regret give up 
the illuminated Decorations you Ihewcd me a 
Ipecimen of. — I do not think the poetical profc 
(which is the ftyle of Fenelon*s Telemachus) 
is at all the common ftyle of French novels ; 
which is, for the moft part, very good ; efpe- 
cially Mariveaux\^ Crebillan% and others. 
' A new comedy is afted at Paris, which I 
Tend you to read, as it is not in verfe, and as 
it ridicules juftly an Ignorant Pedant ; which 
I dare fay you think (as I do) deferves the 
higheft ridicule; as indeed every thing does 
that afftfts to be what it is not, and hypocriti-. 
cally endeavours to impofe upon the world, 
as ^artuffe in Moliere's Plays ; and many other 
charafters that are falfely affumed and well 
fatirized by the French Comedy-writers.— ^I 
return your Life of Socrates j which I am told 

'Squire 
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*Squire C ■ ' " r has taken out of the Lives of 
the Philofophers, though be detefts a plagiary. 

Pray return good for evil, and write foon.-r^ 
I will let you know When I know it mjrfelf, 
when Mr. Meredith will be here.— Now, Sir, 
(as the Irifh gentleman wrote word to his fon) 
pray take care you do not break th^ feal in 
opening my letter. 

' Yoiir moft faithful fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH.' 



LETTER XLVm. 

; S I R» Sandayp ijdi, 1750^ 

IMAGINE you receive this from the Eiy- 
fian Shades, where it is next to a miracle 
but I had been, inftead of ' writing to you ^ 
from my parlour-, which aft is contrary to the 
rules of chirurgery, and is full as much as' 1 
can execute in this fcrawling fafhion. But I 
was refolved to attempt for the firft time what 
moft people would have been unable to per- 
form in fix months : whereas it will not be a 
fortnight till to-morrow morning, fince I had 
a fall in my chamber, in getting out of bed : 
which, by the circumftancQS of it> muft have. 

proved 
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proved fatal, had I not been rderved b^ Fate 
for ibnie diher end, which I am as yet a ftran* 
ger to^ The goodneis (^ my conftitution pre- 
▼eoced any humour falling to the parts afie£ML 
and I had very little feven Young Mr. 
Holyoak the Surgeon has proceeded in fa 
Ikilful, and yet fo precipitate a manner, that my 
plaifters are already reduced from eight or 
nine to two ^nly : one over my eye, which 
will perhaps be fcarred, and one juft above 
my knee, where the lofi of fubftance (as they 
call it) makes it longer in curing. New flejb 
muft grow there, and new Jkin on my face : 
but he h«s treated me in the French way, and 
ufed no lenitives, nor kept my eye bound up 
long^ than till it could open. I have been 
tradable and in fpirits ; and am now allowed 
CO go once in the middle of the day to the 
Hermitage ; where I. hope to receive you about 
^fienfim tf^eek : for I fear feveral of the flower* 
ing*Ihrubs will be gone off if you defer it 
longer, and I long to have you fee it in full 
bloom, 

The oaks are quite green here^ and the 
iirn is painted, and the motto and whole 
jnfcription were carved the day before I 
repeived your letter (which did .not com? 
till Frid^, though it was wro(e on S\v^ 

day) J 
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day) ; and I did not know how to detain 
the ftone-carver, who came purpofcljr from 
Warwick. -—I have not fcen Mr. Aflen or 
Mr. Hali to fhew your motto's to ; but will 
do fo the firft opportunity. In the mean time, 
let me beg you to make ufe of the firft (mean^ 
ing your own Englifli one)^ which I am 
charmed with \ and think I can anfwer that our 
friend Mr. Somervile will be fo, if any intel- 
ligent fpirit is allowed to advife him of it.— 
Adieu. My eye can no more. You have a 
friend more than you was like to have a fort* 
night ago j and whom you will ever find 

Faithfully yours, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Why don't I underftand the beauties of 
Latin ? or why have I not fomebody to point 
them to me.'' I guefs at the fenfc of one 
of your motto's, which feems to exprefs what 
I d^re fay you feel i and is a kind compliment 
to him, beginning, Non tarn illius fanur''''''^But 
I am as impertinent to offer to fpeak, as a 
parrot would be that had not been uught, 
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LETTER XLIX. 

8 I R» Barrells, Jane 8th| at Night, ij^^i 

THIS letter goes by fomc colliers belong- 
ing to Halefowen, who pretend to be 
well Acquainted with the Leafowes. I hope 
it will reach you •, which I much fear nfy kft 
did not, as I wrote it near three weeks ago, to 
acquaint you of a very terrible fall which I 
had had j and to defire your company here the 
Afcenfion Weeky left the bloffoms of the Shrub- 
bery fhould be gone if you deferred your vifit : 
fince which time I have daily expedbed you; 
and the flowers have haftened more than ufual 
to difplay their beauties, which are confer 
quently nearer decay : fo that I hope you will 
not poftpone the vifit you promifed to my 
garden, till it is ftripped of its ornaments. 
As to your vifit to me, it is agreeable in every 
feafon ; and I remember with gratitude, that 
you have given me your company^ when every 
body'lefs friendly was afraid to peep out of 
their door.— •! would have returned you the 
infcriptions diredtly after my letter, had I not 
fuppofed you would be here before they could 
9 get 
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get to you. I never have feen Mr. Allen but 
oncc' fince I received them, and that in a hurry. 
Mr. Hall I have feen twice, and he explained 
moft of them in Englilh, and feemed to like 
them well ; but was both times in a hurry 
alfo : fo that I could not poflibly form, from 
their tranflation, a judgment which of the La- 
tin ones I fliould prefer; neither am I capa- 
ble of it otherwife ; but am almoft fure I fhall 
approve that which you fix upon. This is 
owin^ to my vanity I confefs, which makes 
me believe that my judgment will tally with 
yours : for if it did not, my fincerity would 
force me to own it, as it obliges] me now to 
alTure you, that I am, Sir, 

Your moft faithful 

and obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 

I fent you the imprefllons of the two feals 
in my laft. 
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LETTER L. 

SIR» BarrcUsy Jane 30th, 1750^ 

HA D I not cxpefted your fcrvant to cotn© 
for the geefe, I jihould have wrote by 
the ufual conveyance, to thank you for your 
laft agreeable and kind vifit. I am glad you 
liked the road by which you returned home. 
It is in part the fame as Outing and I went once 
to the Leafowes : but if a vehicle (that is not 
for the waggon track) could go all the way 
you rode, it would bring us much nearer to^ 
gether than we are : however, your kind invi- 
tation to me to ftay three or four days with 
you obviates all objedions concerning length of 
way : therefore, fince you will be troubled with 
my company, you may depend upon it in July 5 
and as early as I poffibly can in that month. 
I dare not name a day yet, for fear of difap- 
pointment, efpecially as my hay-making is 
not begun ; but I could wifh to go about the 
17th.—- As you are building and altering, the 
accommodation may not be in the order you 
would wilh it ; but you may depend upon my 
being exceeding well pleafed with it : cere- 
mony is no more my tafte than it is yours. I 

am 
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Urn glad the Duchefs and her train behaved 
without any fhew of it, when they vifited you 
arid your environs; with which I make no 
doubt but they were pleafcd. I love Colonel 
Lyttelton for wanting to give you their fliell- 
urii, which would have a good efFeft on many 
fpots of the Leafowes •, and is I think very^ ill 
placed in their garden. I hope Mifs Lyt- 
telton will get you the fmall ftatue and the 
old' Abbey-windows.; which Abbey (with 
your permiffion) I intend to vifit ; as alfo Lord 
Dudley*s Green-Houfe. 

Mr. Hall came here Yefterday, and is this 
moment returned to Harborough ; but left his 
compliments to you in charge with me; and 
fays he will not fail to vifit you fome afternoon : 
but I believe his vifit will fcarcely be confinjsd 
to fo Ihort a fpace of time. — Nanny is highly 
pleafed* that Ihe is to go with me to the Lea- 
fowes : perhaps Mr. Hall may meet me there ; 
and that will be all my train the firft vifit. As 
to the fccond, Mr. and Mrs. Wymondcfold 
will I hope be here, and Mrs. Davies, who is 
to fpend the fummer in the country with them. 
Colonel Hildefley (a relation of mine) talks 
alfo of coming. If you let us go to the 
Leafowes, I propofe lying at Birmingham, 
that we may ftay the later with you.-^You fee 
P how 
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how retdy I am to accept of invitations which 
promi^ me fo much pleafure as that of your 
company in your beautiful Walks : fo chat 
you would do well to be cautious how you 
lay fuch temptations in my way, left I ftiould 
caufe you to repent^ by troubling you too 
o^tcn.-— I hope the Biihop and the Baronet 
will treat the Piaribn as his uf^e in regard to 
you deferves* 

1 thank you finderely for your advice with 
refpeft to my improvements here j and am fen- 
iible all the things you mention are wanting^ 
I had already mentioned to a carpenter my in- 
tention of having ibme garden-ikreens made i 
which will be deferred no longer than till the 
wood is thought to be fufficiently feafooed,— 
The day after you left me, I finifhed the apart* 
ment of the urn» all but turfing ; that (hall b« 
done when the Iky pleafes to pour forth 
jhowers to moiften the earth : but for that I 
muft not pray till my hay is in. — I hav« 
turned the Path in the Coppice towards the 
Bank, where a feat is propofcd above the Pit % 
and have filled up the place, where we did turn 
in before^ with trees, and have put the white 
bench, which did (land on the Bank» into the 
corner ; from whence one has a view of Skiltz \ 
and the urn looks aUb WfsU from it* I have 

alfo 
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tlib ittadc another opening in the Long Walk, 
and am thinning the branches of the trees 
that lead to the Old Orchard 5 fo that I now 
difcpver three little edifices, bcfides Oldborough 
Churchy through the trees. 

I return thanks for Strife's Worki. The 
ftttility of his imagination cannot tire. I fend 
fou tbe Coiiqueft of Mexico, in French ; and 
think it entertaining. I alfo iend Vdltaire't 
Tragedies, that you may read his /Szire before 
I &c yoii I and I will put Mr. Somerrile'a 
Tvanflaitien of it in my pocket, to read with 
y<yu at the Leafowes.^-^-Your ftile is aiwaya 
pleaiiog to me, whedier you write at difibrenc 
periods, or othdrwiie. I confefi, this laft way, 
^hfdn makes a little journal, is the more agrees 
abk, becaufe it imitates conrerfation^ and 
makes one fancy one's felf upon the place^ 
and in the cortipany defcribed.— You could 
not, Sir, have faid any thing more flattering 
to me, tha,n that there is a refemUance between 
fty imaginaiiM and yours. It would be too vain 
in me to own that I think fo \ but I may fay 
«Hth truth, that there is a great fimilitudc in 
e^r way of life, and our folitary amuiements } 
ind thai may alfo caufb a refemblance in our 
ttim of thought. Whenever mine tallies with 
Toivrs, i (haU cooclode I am right, and bt 
V % proud^ 
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^proud of it. For example^ I am as pleaTcd 
as you are to have pepple of tafte fee my 
improvements here, and take a pleafure in 
hearing them commend'ed ; and am glad when 
Chance fends fuch perfons here : and my 
friendfliip for you makes me alfo glad to hear 
when they go to the Leafowes : but I fhould 
not like to have it a fhew for the Public in 
general, as Lord Cobham*s ; of which every 
body tires.— Your neighbourhood to Hagley 
will often caufe you to have good company 
drop in at the Leafowes \ and thofe who' have 
once feen it, will wifh to fee it often : nor do 
the beauties of Hagley in the leaft obfcure 
thofe of your place. Proceed, Sir, in your 
fchemes, which will difFufe pleafure aroij[(id 
you, as well as give pleafure to yourfclf. But 
I would not have you (nor would I myfelf, 
though we were ever fo rich) execute our 
fchemes all at once : for I think there is more 
joy in forming the plan and feeing it grow 
by degrees towards perfection, than there is 
in feeing it perfeft. 

I fend you a Goofe, a Gander, a Mallard, 

two Ducks, and a rumpled Egg-Shell. This 

' rural tribute Barrells humbly pays to its Lord 

the Leafowes ; where by the c^re of good Mrs. 

Arnold the fowl cannot fail to proiper.— 

. V That 
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That you may do fo in all your undertakings, 
is the ardent wilh of. Sir, 

Your much obliged fervant. 

Hi LUXBOUOUGH, 

I don't like the account you give of your 
health : Pray give me a better next week. 



I. E T T E R LI. 

8 1 R» Barrellsy Augoft zi, i/jc^ 

THE bearer (Mr. Moore of Warwick,. 
Plaifterer) is going t;o Sir Thomas 
Lyttclton's, for whom he has done a great 
deal of ftuccorwork 5 and is to do more. Ho 
alfo did the infide of Lord Archer's fummer- 
houfe, and of mine, when he worked for* 
Mr. Wright : but he i3 now fet up for hiriifelf 5 
^nd has mended my figure of Milton fo well, 
(though it was broke in a tboufand pieces, and 
a hand and arm loft) that I fhall employ him 
further. As you will have ftycco-work 
tp do probably, when you fini|h your two 
rooms, I thought you might not diflike my 
f 3 reconiT 
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recommending him to you, efpccially as hif 
working often fo near you as H^ey may be 
a conveniency. He alfo works for Lord Broke, 
Mr. Wife, &p. and by that means has an op- 
portunity of fmng variety of taftes. He i$ 
ciefirous qf feeing the Lpafowes,' and of offering 
you hi$ feryice: (b that I haye wrote this 
letter to oblige him j ^ aifo to defire you 
will let hirp fee your white Buft of Pope 5 for 
J have a mind to have Lord BoIingbroke*$ 
painted fhe fame, fje is to ftucco the out^ 
iide of my ^umnoer-houfe in March : in the 
mean time the mafon fhall white-walh it* One 
ikrecR is msdc and the ciftcrii is fakpn 9^ the 
preen-houfe. 

Mr. Outing is ftill waijiing in London foy 
LwcJ Luxboroiigh, who was to be there as 
to-day ; and I wait here for Outing and ^ 
lawyer; as alfo for Mrs. Wymondefold and 
Mrs. I>avies, with whom 1 hope to fee thp 
Leafowes.— Mr. Meredith has been here, ami 
Mr. Smith, with Price : as alfo Sir Peter Soame^ 
Parfon Allen, and Mr. Hall •, fo that my 
houfe was full. They all enquired after you. 
I had alfo Lord Archer one day, and Mr. 
Chambers and Mrs. Kendall another ; and ztt) 
to haye Mr. anc} Mrs. Chpfter, and Mr. BromT 
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lcy» to-morrow : but the weather is a great 
draw-back to the pleafure of company. 
I am at all feafons, with ec[\J2il truth. Sir, 
Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROVOH, 

Pardon blots, for the man is ip hafte* 
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8 1 R» B«rrelb» Monday^ Aagoft 1 jdi, 1 750. 

MR. Williams appears in my parlour very 
opportunely, as I wanted a convey- 
ance for my anfwer to the letter you> laft fa^ 
Toured me with ; and he tells me he intends 
waiting upon you th« end of this week. I 
flefircd him not to forget to look at your 
Buft of Pope i hoping he may be able to paint 
mine of my Brother Bolingbroke after the fame 
poanner. I envy him the pleafure he will have 
at the Leafowes, whilft I am chained dowa 
here in (hitherto fruitlefs) cxpcdation of Mr. 
Outing and the Lawyer Mr, Woolfe, who is 
to come with him: and when I Ihall be re- 
lt$&A Gpd only knows ; as Lord Lu2;borough 
P4 W 
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IS the caufeVof the delay.— I will give yoy 
. previous notice when I find myfelf able to gp 
to tlie Leafowes. 

I am forry, for Mr, Moore's fake, that yoi| 
was pre-engagpd to another operator in ftuccoj 
but hope, for yours, that he will do ^s well 
as Moore ; but do not know Crofbie. 

I beg my compliments to my Lord of Dud- 
ley : and as to your Parfon, he cannot expofe 
himfelf more in his pulpit than he did out 
pf it, when he took advantage of your ab- 
fence to indulge his ill-natured difpofition by 
preventing you from executing the pleaf- 
ing fcheme your good tafte had fuggefted to 
you, and which would have heijghtened rfic 
beauties of your place. I^ad he one of his own 
that could vye with the fcenery of yours, it 
might have made envy an excufe (if it is an 
allowable one) for what he did, which, with- 
out it, is fheer malice as ever any of beWs own 
inhabitants was capable of. 

Mr. Williams carries my Hiftory of Bar- 
badoes to Aris to bind; and with it the Iheet 
of writing-paper for a fample. 

I was forry to fee Mr. Meredith's name 
ufed in the ftrange letter the Clergyman 
wrote to one Mr. Webb, about the loth of 

June^ 
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June ; and for which the latter is taken up ; 
but Mr. Meredith was not at the meeting. 

Mr. Willianw- waits \ fo I muft ceafc 
writing when I have defired a favour of you 
in behalf of Mr. William Holyoak, Apothe- 
cary, fecond fon to Parfon Holyoak, who 
with his wife, (whom I believe you have fceii 
here) is at Birmingham in lodgings, with an 
intention of fetting up there. He ferved his 
timic with Mr. Stephens (his father-in-law) at 
Worcefter ; but, upon fome difagreement about 
family affairs, ^chofe to quit that town, though 
he wais fet up there, and might have had very 
good bufinefs. Doftor Mackenzie has told 
me often that he does not know a better. apo-r 
thecary any where than Mr. Holyoak; and 
Dr.. Attwood recommends him greatly :?T-and 
his. family hope you will be fo good as to 
fpcak to Dr. Evats in his favour; which woul4 
piuch oblige them, as well as. Sir, 

Tour faithful humble fervant, 

]H[. Lu^BOROUGH* 



LETTER 
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LETTER UII. 

8 1 Rt BarrelUy Aoguft 31ft, 1750* Fridaft 

AS this letter is intended to &t out with 
a load, of my wheat at Twelve o'clock, 
J hope the diligent Mrs* Scudamore will find it 
at the Pofthoufe when fhe calls for letters 
To-morrow morning. It will carry you nei- 
ther agreeable news nor fprightly thoughts 
from me, as I am an invalid, though upon the 
lecovery. I fliould at lead have imparted my 
complaints to you before, but that my (pi* 
ms flagged, and my hand faultered as much 
as you would have perceived my tongue tQ 
do, had you been here; and is not now very 
iteady, though much better fince Monday 
evening; when I infifted upon being let blood 
in fpite of the advice of the Gaknical gpn^ 
tlemen, who feared it would dejed my fpirits 
yet more : but as their advice was mechanical, 
I thought / could advife better ; becauie I 
^eltj and sbey only fuggefted. I proved in the 
right: bleeding relieved me. The firft nin<5 
ounces were black as ink ; the tenth was good 
blood ; and np fooner had I begun to bleed, 
\>\^i I fe|t eaficr;j a^id hav? been mending ever 

fince i 
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fince^ and have been able to go once. my 
uftial tour round my Cbppice, &c. Before 
I that oper^ion, my fever never intermitted; 

and I can fcarcely fay it remitted. The immc^ 
diau caufe of it is fuppofed to proceed from 
the anguiih I felt by the molt uncommon 
fting of a wafp, which perhaps you ever heard 
of: it ftung a tendon on the outfide of my 
arm near the elbow, on the 17th inftant^ oi) 
the iSth, it was fwelkd to my fillers ends, 
and by night had infe6ted the blood fo^ that 
the infide, at the bend of the arm (where lies a 
vein, an artery and a tendon) was inflamed fi> 
greatly, that it obliged me to fend for my fur- 
geom He alfo found the arm no kfs hare) 
(though muclpleft beautiful) than that of 
Venus in her Shrine in my Walki infomuch 
that he feared it would impofthumate, and has 
prevented it only by hot fomentations, &c. &c^ 
and cooling phyfic 5 and it was kept in a 
(ling above a week. The fame day this mifc 
fortune happened, I buried my trufly fervant 
Jamesji who had ]ivcd with me twen;ry-two, 
years ; ^nd was incorruptible where my in-r 
tereft was concerned. He died the 15th. Op 
the i|5th, I feceivpd the news of poor Mr, 
flairs having broke Jiis arm, juft below thp 
Ihoulder, by a fall from his l\orfe, i^ ^idingj 
1$ only 
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pnly two miles from Rugby to Sir £4ward 
Boughton's 5 where he ftill lies- And as (thank i 

God) I feel for my friends full as much as 
for myfelf, this did not raife my fpirits; and 
ever fince all this, I have been, and ftill am, 
perplexed with varioys affairs, and accounts, . 
yrhigh I would willingly fet to rights ; but am 
plagued with impediments of one kind or other, 
(efpecially from London), and cannot do it 
with the fame readinefs as if my poor man 
James was alive, as feveral things were under | 

his diredtion. One ought to have a fuper- | 

natural alfiftance to keep one's fpirits up fo as 
to unravel all thefe accounts, and manage 
things properly ^t fpch a junfture ; and I 
Ipok upon my uncommon d^fire of bcipg 
blooded, as the whifper of fome good Genii, 
fmce it has fucceeded fo well, I hope fome of 
the fame benevolent beings (if fuch there are) 
will wjift you here, or me to the Leaipwes, 
ere lon^, and let a calm fiicccpd to a ftorm, 
At prefent I am alone; and muft be a far- 
merefs too, unknowing as I am ; and am enter- 
tained (by letter) only with the reproaches of 
fome, who ought to commend me for the money 1 

I have laid out her(: : In fpite of which I have i 

purfued your fcheme of joining my kitchen-^ 
garden to my Coppice, by removing the palir 

lade;, 
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fade, and making a drain and caufeway acrofe 
the Walk j which will be always dry. — I have 
had the pleafure of feeing Mrs. Dewes three 
times lately, who is now at Mapleborough- 
Green for change of air for her children. It 
only ferves to make me regret her not continu- 
ing at that houfe of her hulband's ; for Wellf- 
bourn is alrtioft too far for a vifit. She is 
very .agreeable in converfation, and flaews all 
that politenefs, delicacy, foftnefs, and grace, 
\vhich one diftinguilhes in her uncle Lord 
Lanfdown's Poems ; and which I have fo 
often obferved in him, having been perfonally. 
acquainted with him. — ^You, Sir, have alfo 
had an agreeable Lady at your houfe, who has 
the further advantage of youth and beauty ; I 
mean the Countefs of Aylelbury, whofe charms 
^d whofe conduct have always been equally 
admired by thofe I have heard fpeak of her. 
I have been told Ihe was a lover of retire- 
ment in her old Lord's time : I do not knpw 
what fhe may be in her young Colonel's. She 
is, you know, daughter to General Campbell, 
and to Mifs Bellandine, who was fo celebrated 
wjien ,Mai4 of Honour to Queen Caroline. It 
is no wonder then fhe is pltafing, 

I could 



aa2 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

I could not fell my wheat the day I intended j 
ib have not fent to Birmingham, and could not 
convey a letter to you till now. — 1 am (thank 
God) perfeftly recovered of my fever.— I ex- 
pe£t Outing very foon, and, I hope, Mrs. 
Wymondefold and Mrs. Davies.— Mr, Hall 
is^ I hear, expefted home to-morrow. He 
was advifed not to truft to k chaife, left a jolt 
Ihbuld hurt or even break his arm again ; fo 
he propofed walking from Sir Edward Bought 
ton's to Warwick to-day, and to-morrow to 
Henley. 1 fent him word by Sadler Ward, 
that if he found himfelf too much tired to- 
day to proceed, he might fend for my chaife 
to Warwick^ unlefs he preferred Parfon Adams's 
way of travelling on foot -, and hoped in that 
cafe he would wear his gown and otflbck on 
the road. 

Parfon Holyoak begs his compliments, and 
thanks you for your kind intentions concern- 
ing his Son. 

I tore the inck)fed antique iifiprefilDii off* m 
letter I received. Alas ! I am afliamed to telL 
that the faid feal is fpoiled by my fault. 

I an> 
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1 am afiured that the paper carvings are 
quite as beautiful, and mpre durable, than 
either wood or ilucco; and for ceilings in* 
finitely preferable, efpecially as they may be 
moved, being only fattened up with tacks. They 
adorn chimnies and indeed whole rooms with 
them, and make pifture-frames of them« Tht 
papcv is boiled to mafh and pounded a vaft 
while, then it is put into moulds of any form 5—* 
but farther I know not ; only that when it is 
tacked up, you either paint it white, or gild 
k, as you would do wood. Several Ladies 
take the trouble of making this themfelves: 
but it is to be bought ii^ fingle ornaments, fo 
much a piece, or a dozen. So Lord Foley^i 
Chapel-ceiling was bought. 

I want you to invent fomtthing for me 
to make;, either within or without doors, of 
thofe beautiful Briftol ftones of all colours^ 
which Mf. Hall brought me. The Iccond 
cargo he fent are funk, with the barge,. near 
Tewkdbury 5 but it is to be hoped they wIU 
be got up.— Lord Hallifax is cutdi^ off part 
of a gallery with four pillars of thde ftoncs^ 
which will €oft him 500/. each; and .fixes 
branches for candles in them, to rtR&St (he 
light. 

Do not take it unkind that I do not go to the 

Leafowes 
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Leafowes immediately : my reafon for choofingf 
not to ftir as yet, you would approve ; for I 
have information that Lord Lux—— and 
his Son and Daughter-in-law are coming to 
Edfton ; and I fhall be curious to know how 
the two latter will behave by me ^ and be- 
fides, I would keep garrifon at Barrells : for 
I believe they have all three a longing eye 
towards it. Befides all this, I have hopes of 
feeing my brother Bolingbroke here : but do 
toot mention it yet.— This being the true ftate 
of the cafe, I hope you will come (in cafe 
your Brother is recovered) and make me a 
vifit before I niake you one. My bees join 
with me in inviting you to my little Library, 
where they rejoice in their labour, and work 
abundantly. It is a fituation that Virgil has 
not marked out for them ; but I dare fay, were 
he to inhabit this earth again, he would not 
fail to call in an army of thefe ufeful creatures 
to forxh a colony in his Study, where he would 
view their 'works, and fancy himfelf one of their 
fellow-citizens. Would it be amifs if every per- 
fon in power was obliged*to have this piece of 
furniture, not for their amufement only, as I 
have it, but for their inftruftion in the art of 
government ? Be that as it will, it is really 
very entertaining to us Hermits, 

LETTER 
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LETTER LIV. 

SIR, . Sunday Night. 

II M A G I N E fomc meffenger has proved 
unjuft to US; for you feem not to Have 
had the lift of difafters I wrote. — On Wed- . 
nefday the 15th ult®. (faid I) poor J^mes, my 
old trufty fervant, died.-*-On the fame day 
my friend Mr. Hall broke his armj — ^on the 
next, I had the news of it; — on the next, 
James was buried, — and I was ftung by a 
wafp or hornet on a tendon, in an unaccount-. 
able manner : the Surgeon feared it would 
impofthumate: a fever fucceeded, which was 
continued. Bleeding &c. &c. relieved' me : 
then fell out a million of affairs, fome not 
quite agreeable, others fuch as I was not ufed 
to intermeddle in when James was living. 

To change the fcene, Mr. and Mrs. Wy- 
mondefold came to Stratford laft Friday. I 
dined with them there ; and we left Mrs. 
Davies with Mrs. Bartlet for the prefent : next 
day Mr. Hall walked home from Sir Edward 
Houghton's to Henley (thirty miles in two 
days). He is now here at fupper ; and though 
an invalid, is tolerably well. But three weeks 
Q^ is 
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is a very fliort time for rejoining a broketx 
arm juft below the Ihoulder.— Outing was to 
have been here yefterday; but is taken ill 
of St. Anthony's Fire : he hopes to be here next 
Saturday.- I have a return of my fevef 
to-day 5 and take wormwood-draughts j fb 
that! muft not venture to appoint a day (but 
Mr. and Mrs. Wynwndefold, who fend their 
beft compliments, will go with me to the 
Leafowes) ; but will fend a fervant to let 
you know which day we (hall go ; which I , 
wait for with impatience, and it ihall be as 
foon as ever the fever leaves me. We will dine 
with you, and lie at Birmingham. 

After this dull narrative, I can only thank 
you for your very agreeable letter, which is 
(as yours always are) very obliging, polite, 
and entertaining. Pardon me for not attempt- 
ing to anfwer it elegantly : but believe me 
truly 

Your mofl: obliged 

and faithful fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 



LETTER 
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Letter tr. 

SIR, Thurfday Night; 

THE firft good night I have paffed thefe 
laft three weeks j was laft night : and 
the firft ufe 1 make of the return of n^y health 
is to acquaint you of it, and to appoint Mon- 
day next, (if agreeable to you) for Mr. and 
Mrs. Wymondefbld and I to dine with you % 
as alfo Outing, if his St* Anthony's Fire 
allows him to be here on Saturday, We 
propofe going in the morning to the Lealbwes^ 
and lying at Birmingham (whither perhaps 
you will accompany us) ; and fhall be glad 
if you approve of thefe fchemes. Could we 
fee Lord Dudley's Exoticks befides ? but no 
matter; it is you we want to fee, and your 
charming retreat. 

As to my letter, it is not worth your read- 
ing ; and as I (who ftill live upon viper-broth) 
am not joyous enough to make it more worth 
perufing, I accompany it with one I received 
to-day from the Duchefs of Somerfet.— Were 
you at Mr. Miller^s Ball in his Gothic Room ? 
He is fending to Birmingham for xrannon-balls,- 
Qjj and 
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and fuch like military ftore, to defend his 
Cattle. 

Pardon this fcrawl of fcrawls, and believe 
me 

Yours faithfully, 

' H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wymondefold's beft com- 
pliments.— We pray for fair weather to be on 
Monday. 



LETTER L VI. 

SI R» Barrellsy November z^th, iy^Q» 

THIS day I have ventured down flairs 
for the firft time, and have no com- 
plaints at prefent but weaknefs, which wants 
to be aflifted by a more ferene Iky, a better 
appetite, and more found fleep-, all which I 
wait for with tolerable patience. This ftep 
from my chamber to my parlour appears to 
me a ftep of confequence •, and I write 4:0 ac- 
quaint you of it, as I am vain enough to. 
believe it will give you pleafure; and alfo, 
as it is a duty incumbent upon me to return 

my 
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my earlieft thanks to the friends who 'moft 
interefted themfelves in my illnefs, ^nd moft 
wiflied for my recovery ; which * I cannot 
doubt but you did very fmcerely, as you 
gave yourfelf the trouble to write, and fend 
twice, though from fo great a diftance, at 
this feafon, and notwithftanding the illnefs of 
your trufty Tom ; who is I hope quite free from 
his complaints. Dr. Wall of Worcefter was 
my phyfician ; and I think him a very inge- 
nious man : he and Mr. Holyoak were obliged 
to be fpeedy, to prevent a mortification in the 
bowels; but after five or fix days, I believe 
the danger of that was over, A flow fever 
has tormented me almoft ever fince : but as 
I am now determined to fliake oflf all com- 
plaints, I mull implore your afliftancc : for 
what can contribute fo much to the recovery 
of the body as the entertainment, of the mind 
(particularly where the fpirits and nerves have 
been myich ^efte^) ? And what can entertain 
mine lb much as your agreeable converfation ? 
I leave the corifcquence of ^ this argument 
to be drawn by yourfelf-, frorri whom T always 
expeft what is generous and humane, without 
fear of being difappointed. I expedt you then, 
as foon as your own affairs permit, -to vifit one, 
Vho IS fo lately returned from the Banks of 
Q.3 Styx, 



Z30 LADY LUXBOROUGH*s 

Styx^ that fhe remembers little of any thing 
that pafled before Ihe went there, only the 
friendfliip you gave her fo many proofs of j 
^nci for which ftie will always retain due gra- 
titude in fpite of all the waters Lethe can 
produce. This is faying that you may der 
fcnd, Sir, upon more fincerity than pnc com-f 
monly meets with at the end* of a Iptter j 
therefore I will not adulterate mine with com-t 
mon-place complinients.-— Adieu till we meet 
at Bjirrellsj^ and let it be foon. 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

The Doric Pedin^ent is begun j and a littlQ 
alteration I have iftade in my hall is com-* 
pleted, which will ftiew the intended pcdin^en^ 
to fomc advantage within doors. , , 
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^ Sf I R» Barrelts, Twelfth-day, i7sa 

THESE few lines are only to exprds my 
uneafinefs at not receiving an anfwer 
to thp letter I wrote you a month agq, to ac, 
quaint you of my rccpv^ry^ and that I ho^ 

to 
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to fee you here, and to thank you for your 
kind enquiries when I wa» ilK The apprehen* 
fion of your being ill yourfelf makes me write 
again 5 for Aris, whpm 1 enquired of, fcht me 
word be believed you was at the Leafowes.'^^ 
J have only to add my finccre wilhes for your 
health, happinefs^ and pleafure, both at this 
jeafon and all others ; and beg you will not 
tcafe to think me, as I really am. Sir, 

your fincerc friend, and 

moft oWiged humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROyCH, 



t 
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$1 1 R, Baxrells, Mo&day, January 28tli» 1759. 

TH E f?ivour of a vifit from you, at any 
feafon, but more particularly in this rigid 
one, demands my earlicft thanks; and the 
little diforder you complained of here makes 
me anxious to hear pf your perfcft recovery, 
^d of you^:^ good journey heme ; therefore I 
begin my enquiries this day, though probably 
\\ v^zy not be in my power to fcpd my letter 
(^4, before 
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before Thurfday, when fome honeft butcher 
or othet- may poffibly convey it to Birming- 
ham. But I was unwilling to defer even thofe 
few days writing •, for my late illnefs and your 
journey into Berkfliire have caufed fuch a 
chafm in our correfpondence, that I am im- 
patient to have it filled up. I could wi(h a 
daily eourier was to go between the Lea- 
fowes and Barrells: yet it is happy for you 
that the cafe is otherwife-, for my defire to 
receive letters from you would certainly make 
me felfilhly troublefomq, by forcing mine 
upon you -, which at bell are not much worth 
reading, and can be no other than ftupid^ when 
want of converfation and of agreeable objeds 
deprive me of every thing amufing, and furnifl^ 
me with no ideas : no more ideas than the 
Pyramids of Egypt afforded to Dr. Perry ; 
which he affured Lord Chefterfield wQVe none 
(It all. — ^ pr^os to his Lordfhip ; hp is not 
^he author of the CEconomy of Jium^n Life. 

I was agreeably fvirprjzcd yefterday with a 
vifit from Dr. Wall, who dined with ipe, and 
returned to Worcefter. He talked to npe. of 
a Poem that I am impatient to fee : he had it 
in the manufcript, and has it alfq in print; 
J^ut it was publifhed for the Pqblic h\\% on 

Saturday 
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Saturday laft : the author is Mr. Cambridge, ' 
the gentleman who entertained the Prince 
and Princefs of Wales fo elegantly laft fummcr 
at his Seat on the Severn ; as you muft have 
read in the News-papers. The title of the 
Poem is, I think, The Scribleriad^ an Heroic 
Poem. The fubjeft is the fuppofed travels and 
adventures of Scriblerus ; of which Dr. Wall 
named no particulars but one, which was his 
being enamoured with a princefs, whom he 
meets in a Gothic Caftle : and I imagine this 
Poem is not calculated to pleafe Mr. Miller, 
and tjie reft of the Gothic gentlemen ; for this 
Mr. Cambridge expreffes a diflike to. the in- 
troducing or reviving taftes and fafliions that 
are inferior to the mgdern tafte of our country. 
The Frontifpiecp to this Poem Dr. Wall pre-? 
fentcd Mr. Cambridge with : and as it is the 
Po6tor*s own drawing and inventing, J did 
not think it civil to alk the defcription of it 5 
fo I wait, till I can get the book, to judge of it ; 
^d ihould be glad to have your judgment of 
it, wjien you have feen and read it. He fays 
^ fhe Poem is all finiihed : but I do not know 
whether this, which is pubiifhed, is more than 
the firft part.r— We talked of the L^afowes : 
Jic wiflied to fee it, and feemed to regret tha^ 

hi^ 
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liis bufincfe deprived him of the pleafure of 
going to fee the places he fhould relifh. If he 
lias as grcgt a relifh for money as Dr. M ^ 

die misfortune he complains of will be none 
ta him : but I rather imagine him ^ot to b^ 
of that cxceiB^e craving temper, 

As one is ftiU wiflxLog for whs^t one has. not^ 
I wifh for fine feather, leaves on the trccs^ 
powers in the Shrubbery^ and all other the 
gay produdl^ of fpring, and with them your 
(ompaiiy and Mr, Whiftler's lender my DoubJe 
Qak^ Am I not exorbitant in my wiihes ? ^alf 
thefe pl^afures at a time might fuffice, one 
would thiqH i b^t I am fo angry at being de. 
priced of them^ that I cannot be app^afeci 
wi^oqt enjoying them alk In the mean tim^ 
I am freezing by ^he hrt-Gd^ which fcor^he^ 
without warming ; ^nd my ink is as frozen a^ 
my h^n45 anc^ my id^as, . Your genius, Sk^ 
do^ not freeze (o eaftly ; therefore I hope^ in 
fpite of wintcrj^ yo^ will employ it for the 
benefit of the Public, or at feaft for that o^ 
your friends, and no€ tet your pen, ipk, and 
paper remain ufefefs. It is a crime, you H^oW| 
to bury a talent. 

When I receive a letter from the Ducheft 
of Somerfet, I will impart it to you, to miakf 

amepd^ 
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amends for the barrennefs of my owtai whiclf 
has but one merit, and that ia thte wracit]f 
yith which it afilircs you of my beiog 

Your fai^hfiil humble fervant, 

H. LyxBORoucH^ 



^ LETTER LIX. 

SIR. Bamlls, February 13*, 1 750-51^ 

AS the froft is gome, (the godS effefts of 
whi<rh change I feel in my health) I 
hope your ink i$ (h^i^ied, which I am perfuaded 
Has hitherto been frow; £cir I am fure your 
geniu? cannot freeze, and I believe your 
friend&ip to be asi vrarm a3 that: therefore 
can impute your cold (ileiice Ifo nothing but 
^e ftagnation of your ink ; but hope now 
fom^ ftreams of it will ftow this way, in returns 
for thofe I fcnt you from my ink-bottle a fort- 
lUght ago. I ought perhaps to have waited 
till I heard from you, befoi:e I troubled you a 
iscond time 5 but I was impaiient to fend you 
Ac Draught I promifed to fend about to War- 
wick, for your fetisfaftio» as well as my own. 
I belfcve you will thiiik (as I do) five guineas 
9 very 
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very dear i at leaft I think it too much to give 
for a glafs-frame for fuch an humble edifice 
as mine. The larger Daught Mr. Hands fent 
me, and thefmall one Mr. Moore the ftucco- 
man fent : whether they employed the fame 
carver, I cannot tell. I find a flighter fort thaa 
either of the three will be three guineas.. I 
imagine you could draw fomething genteeler 
than eith?!", which n^ght com? tq lef^ The. 
propofal for ftuccoing my little paffage makes 
it come alfo to more than lexpefted. MpQr^ 
(who has lately been at London) talks to me 
of a fort of ftucco-paper, which I had never 
heard of j and fays Lord Foley has done his. 
Chapel in Worcefterfhire with it (the ceiling at 
leaft). By his defcription, the paper is ftamped 
fo deep as to projedt confiderably, and is very 
thick and ftrong; and the ornaments are all 
detached, and put on feparately.-rAs fuppofe, 
for example, it were the pattern of a common 
ftucco-pap?r, which is generally a mofaic 
formed by a rofe in a. kind of octagon : it feems, 
in this new way. one of thefe rofea is to be 
bought fingly,. fo you h^ve as many in num- 
\fer as the. place requires, which are pafted 
up feparatcly, and then gilt : the ornaments 
fgr the cornices arc likewife in feparate pieces, 
^nd, when finifhed, cagnot, I fuppofe, be known 
JO "^ from 
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from fretwork. The difficulty, and confe- 
quently the expence, muft be in putting up 
thefe' ornaments, which, as. I underftand, muft. 
b^ done by a man whom the Paper-feller fends 
on purpofc from London : but perhaps your 
ingenuity might avoid that, if you could fee 
any finilhed. 

The Duchefs of Somerfet is -going on (as fhe 
writes me word) with the Chapel ftie is makings 
which was a large Drawing-room. She gives 
300/. for the three windows for it; which are 
ftained glafs, done by one Pries, a mofaic with- 
out figures, and of a Gothic form, and all 
the ftucco in the fame tafte, and ornamented. 
—Her Grace fays there is an inundation of new 
books. ' She commends Mr. Fielding's En- 
quiry into the Caufe of the Increafe of Street- 
Robberies : and fhe talks of a copy of Verfes 
wrote in a Country Church-Yard; but Tup- 
pofes I have feen that, though not printed.— 
1 wrote you word before, that Dr. Wall had 
dined with me, and recommended the Scrib- 
leriad :— and here I muft end my fcribble, 
for want of room. 

Yours, &c. 

Hk LUXBOROUGK. 

Pray fend back the Draughts. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LX, 

Bftrrenei Tuerda/ Afteniooii» Feb. 2$Af i/so-fti 
SIR, 

NOT one fingle line or word have I re-' 
ccived from you fince 1 had the pleafurd 
of feeing you, except your letter of the 20th^ 
which is imperfefl: to me^ becaufe it alludes to . 
wliat you had wrou before, and imagined I had 
read. The lofs of the Ihorteft fentence of yours 
would be rtjgretted by me ; judge then how much 
I regret a letter which you tell me was very 
long. I envy thofe whofe hands it has fallen 
into ; and yet it is perhaps doing an injtiftice, 
and envying people who are not capable of 
relifhing what they enjoy : for moft probably 
it is fome butcher's or farmer's clownifli fer* 
vant, who is poflefled of this treafurc, which he 
would gladly part with for half a pint of ale^ 
and which I fhould think not too dear to re- 
trieve with a hogfhead of champaignc: hut 
fear it is irretrievable, and do not know 
where to enquire. 

Mais voyc2 un f)cu la bizarrerie du Sortl 
vdla cette lettre qui arrive precifement dans 
rinftant que je VoUs mande qu'clle eft perdfie : 

cela 



...J 



LETTERS. 239 

cela redouble le pkifir que me donne tout ce 
qui vient dc vous. Mais en veritc, Monficur, 
votre lettre eft en elle^mcmc trop bonne pour 
avoir befoin de cet aflaifonnement } ainii j< vous 
fupplie de chercher a Tavcnir des couriers un 
pcu plus alertes : pour moi j'imagine que cettc 
lettre tant attendue eft venue fur le dos de 
quelque lima9on ; car il n'y a qu'un meffager 
de cet clpece qui ait pO mcttre treize jours 
a vcnir de chez vous ici. Ah que cela fait 
languir ! et de plus, ces retardemens rompent 
le fil de la converfation qu'on taciie d'imicer par 
une correfpondance reguliere ; , et puis conune 
tout change dans ce monde (et encore plus 
fouvent en Angleterre qu'ailleurs) ce que Pon 
mande dans une lettre qui marche fi kntemcnt^ 
ne fe trouve plus le fait, lorfqu^on la re^oit : 
Par cxcmplc, Monfieur, vous me parlcz dc la 
gelee, et je rejois cette nouvelle dans un orage 
de pluie 5 ainfi du refte : il n'y a que de notrc 
amitie dont j'ofe repondre de la ftabilite : j'aurois 
dft repondre feulemcnt dc la mienne, mais jc 
veux me flaltter que vous nc me dedirez pas, 
Monfieur, quandj'y joins la votre. 

Vous avez voulu que je vous ecrivifle en 

Franpois, et je vous obeis d'abord, au depcns 

de la reputation que j'ai de pofleder cettc 

iaiigue 5 car vous direz fftrement, apres avoir 

CL8 W 
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Hi cc que j'eciis, q«"il n*y a xicn de oloins 
vrai qiie I'elogc qu'on mc donnc. Mais pour 
irous, MonGcur, c*cft je cvois de TArabe que 
vous tti*ecrive2; je ne comprend ri^n a ces 
Meflkurs a Dames fcs Giants^ les Gawries, &Cr 
car mm feuieiDent ce lang^e^ ec fe'lirre ou 
rous le prenex, me &nt incipnnus mais je n'a« 
rots jamais <d«ii dim qu'oQ en cut donne un 
dans ce godt ait Public ^ ^ j*eui& encore 
means deyine qu'il aiaroit ete dedle a mon 
amie Madame de Northumbeflaml. L'aui^ur 
nc me jutioit pas wxp delicac dans la oompa- 
raifon qu'il £nt de cetfie ComxSk a Made^ 
moifeSe la Gawry (ailoe oomme nnt ^faauve* 
fouris) : il faut efperer que Iba eiprit a plus 
d'agremens que fa figure. Je veux ftie fairc 
achetcr octtc piece extraordinaire^ ca ati:endant 
je m^en yaas iire k Scribleraid, qui a e(e auffi 
iostg-tems en voyage que votre lettre* Je lis 
ce qu*on imprime avec bien plus de plaifir^ 
lorique voias vodlez bien m'en dire votre 
jugcment ; c'eft un bon guide pour empecher 
le mien de s'egarer,— Voulez vcfus ffavoir 
pourquoi vous voqs ennuyez plus qu'a Tor* 
dinairc cct hy ver ? C'eft que vous n'ecrivez 
point; pas un petit mot de poefie! donncz 
nous du moins qi^que petit madrigal : ne 
foycz pas fi pareflcuac, Monfieur, je vous en 
6 . priej 
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prie ; vous verrcz que cela vous occupera, et 
vous aurcz de plus le plaifir d'cn faire a vos 
amis et amies, ct d*£cre loue par tous les bons 
connoiffeurs : n'en voila-t-il pas affez pCur vouS 
fairc prendre la pl^mc ? vous, qui en ff avez 
faire fi bon ufage* A propos, mon petit livre 
verd oh eft-il ? mon Dieu ! commc il fe fait 
attendre ! et ces jolies miniatures, que ne les 
^uis-je revoir ! je vous promets, Monfieur, que 
vous aurez beau faire, vous ne les rattraperez 
pas comme Tautre fois -, depechez vous done dc 
me faire ccjoli prefcnt: Monfieur—— ne fe fait 
pas tant pricrj il imprimc volontiers, et vous 
ne voulez ni compofer, ni imprimer. Cela s*ap- 
pelle cachcr fes talens : en verite, quand on en a 
commc vous, et qu'on ne s'en fert pas pour le 
profit des autres, cela^ mcrite punition, autant. 
que Tavarice d'un homme qui auroit des mil- 
lions, et qui ne depenferoit pas un fou. Si ma 
belle lefon avoit le bonheur dc vous corriger, 
Monfieur, le Public m'en auroit une obligation 
fcnfible : en tout cas ne prenez pas en mauvais 
part mes petits confeils. 

Votre defl[ein pour la bordure du miroir eft 
fort joli ; et tout ce que vous en dites eft fort 
vrai : mais en verite le trou pour lequel ces 
ornemens fe devoient faire ne les vaut pas. 

Vous faites des complimens a Monfieur Hall j . 
R vous 
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vous ne fjavez done pas qu*il y a un mois qu'il 
eft a Briftol, avalant a longs traits de grands 
verres d'eau, parceque fon frere en a befoin, 
ct qu*il n*en a point •, il m'ecrit, et jc rcfois fes 
Icttres le cinquicme jour, et les votres le trci- 
zieme : L*on vous croiroit aux Antipodes, fi Ton 
jugeoit par vos couriers tardifs : j'ai cnvifc d^eta- . 
blir unc pofte entre vos champs et les miens.— 
Que ne trainons-nous des pigeons a cet ufage? 
Mais dans ce pays barbare on les tucroit 
peut-etre, et nous ne nous confolerions pas de 
nos pauvres colombes et de nos lettres facri- 
fiees. 

Ce que vous ditcs de la Bienjeance du 
theatre Franjois eft fort vrai; les meilleures 
chofes fe peuvcnt outrer, et cela empeche 
fouvent des faillies que les auteurs n'oferoient 
mettre, et qui rendroient fouvent leurs pieces 
plus agreables.— Je plains, comme vous, ces 
pauvres Mexiquains -, et je detefte ces conque- 
rans, autant que les Chinois detefteht les mif- 
lionnaires. 

Je vous felicite d'etre delivre du jardinier de 
Hagley ; vous vous y promenerez plus a votre 
aife, comme moi, depuis que j'ai chafle le mien : 
Qu'ils s'en aillent planter des dioux en Acadic, 
s'ils veulent. 

Happily for you. Sir, Mr. Scriblerus enters 

g ^ my ' 
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fey chamber, and relieves you from more 
French nothings : for fuch one may call the 
things I fay. I fhall hoti be like Dr. Perry, 
and have "no ideas at all;" for what (hould 
produce them? My tongue and ears have 
been ufelefs a great while, and my eyes are em- 
ployed ever upon the fame objefts, except 
when I read ; and as I have had no ne'-Jo books of 
late. To have I no »^«; ideas. Je les attends {ces 
idies) a kpremi&i Hirondelle t and in the mean 
time beg ybu will make ftiuch ufe of your pen 
.whilft the weather prevents your making ufe of 
yout legs ; for when once you can raTige about 
your delightful walks, adieu Standifli, 

Prefent my compliments to your laft new 
cafcade, which I beardy but never faw -, and 
aflure het 1 will pay my refpefts next time 
before fun-fet, and will make a long vifit. 
The laft was only leaving one's name at a 
door. 

If afty body finds this letter (which may be 
the cafe) at fome ale-houfe between this and 
Birmingham, I fancy they will hang it up with 
the ornaments of their kitchen-chimney, and 
admire it as we do exotics ; not for their 
beauty, but their oddnefs or irregularity • or, as 
fome Ladies do their dogs, for their uglinefs : 
but if it readies you, I hope you will value it 
R 2 for- 
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for its fimplicity and fmcerity, which fpeaks the. 
friendfhip and the real efteem with which I am at 
all times, and in whatever language I fpeak it. 
Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful fervant, 

• H, LUXBOROVGH. 



I 



Let me hear from you foon.— Keep the books 
7& long as you pleafe. If you care for French 
Letters, I can lend you Bufly Rabutin's j which 
will ghre you an idea of what is accounted a 
good ftyle to imitate: for Voiture is fluffed 
with wit, but is too formal to pleafe. 



LETTER LXL 

S I Rt EqoinoXt paft Midnight^ J7SO-5 1« 

THE faithful Tom did hot arrive here till 
late ; and (contrary to cuftom) I was not 
alone, having Mr. and Mrs. Holyoak eating a 
barrel of oyfters with me ; after which we 
fupped. They are juft gone—It is twelve 
o*clock— I muft go to bed far ardre du mdecin^ 
whether fick or well. Your man muft return^ 
as he fays, in the morning j fo my anfwer to. 
yours muft be deferred till I fend my fervant 
7 to 
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to you^with it ; which fhall be in a fhort time. 
*— I am obliged to you for liking my French 
letter. As to my thinking in French when I 
wrote it, I certainly did, and ever do when I 
write in that language ; but hope you do not 
mean that I think with the fame infincerity they 
arc accufed pf, though you accufe me of their 
excejive complaifance \ of which I am rather want- 
ing than guilty. 

I fcarched for the Green Book in your 
packet, and found only the Red Book, which I 
have not had time to open. The Ode to the 
Duchefs I juft read over, and faw enough of it 
to make me wilh it finiftied and fent. The 
correftions will, I dare fay, take very little 
time^ therefore the talk is fliort, aad mine will 
be pleafing to fend it to Her Grace. Percy 
Lodge -fhould be diftinguifhed, as flic has 
diftinguiflied hcrfelf by preferring it to gran- 
deur. Were Ihe to change, (which I dare fay 
vrMI not be the cafe) it would be no blame to 
the Poet, nor to the Friend. 

The letter of yours, which lay fo long, you 
had not dire^Sled, as ufual, "To Mr. Williams^ at 
Birmingham \ which caufcd perhaps the delay: 
the beft way would be to direft to him, without 
mention of me, and inclofe your letter to me in 
that cover i and if any reafon prevents tbat^ 
R 3 you 
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you mi^ht diredb to Mr. Williams, &c. to be 
tranfmitted to mc : for if my name is firft, 
thofe ftupid' meflengers, who are our only 
Mercuries, read no farther -, nor do they know 
what that means, — I am glad to find you defign 
me a letter in French. Be afTured that, in 
whatever language you write, you will equally 
oblige your fcrawling, but fincere, 

Humble and obliged fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 



LETTER LXII. 

SlR» A Barrells, ce Mecredi» 13 M^rs, 1750-1* 

PU I ^ QJJ E vous etes dans le gout de la 
profe Franfoife, je vous promets, Mon- 
fieur, que vous en aurez autaht qu'il vous plaira 
de la mienne : mais je vous avertis par avance 
que vous la trouverez une trcs mauvaife mar- 
chandife; et que vous la payerez trop cher 
avec votre bon Anglois, et votre bon fens. 
Mais enfin il faut vous fervir a votre mode, et 
j'aurois grand tort de m'en plaindre : au con- 
traire, comme le profit fcra pour moi, je vous 
tn fuis aufli redevable que le feroit un trafiqucur 
a qui Fon donneroit des Kngots d*or, en echangc 

^our 
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pour du clinquant.— Continuons ^onc ce com- 
merce tant que vous voudrez, j'y tope de \hon 
coeun 

Au refte, Monfieur, je me reproche mon 
impolitefle— ^En premier lieu, je crois avoir man* 
que a remercier Monfieur votre Frere de foa 
fouvenir obligeant, en -vous priant de vous char- 
ger de compliments pour lui de ma part -, mais 
lorfque minuit a fonne. Ton fe croit difpenfe des 
regies xJe la politeffe. -Ah que voila une mau- 
raife excufe ! 

Seconde impolitefle. Je ne vous ai rien re- 
Bondu fur ce que vous m'avez demande a Re- 
gard du portrait de feu notre ami Monfieur 
Somervile : mais auffi vous pouvez repondre 
pour moi, puifque vous devez etre^ perfuade 
gue vous n'avez qu'a ordonner, et le portrait 
yous fera cohfie dans Pinftant ; car je me fais 
toujours un grand plaifir de vous en faire, 
quelque petit qu'il foit. Je compte vous l*en- 
voyer par up de mes gens avec votre petit livre 
rouge, Jorfque J9 m*en ferai bien amufee. Et 
lorfque j*irai chez vous, j'aurois prefque envic 
^'y porter mofi prop're portrait fait le meme 
jouf que le fien, et dcflin^ par le meme homme, 
te Monfieur, dont vous me parlez, vou- 
droit bien peut-ctre fc donner la peine d'cn faire 
Ja copie. On dit qu'il y a beaucoup de rcf* 
R 4 femblancc. 
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femblance, mais Phabillement g4te tout ; c'ell 
celui dc la Reine difEcoffe ott elle porte un 
chapeau pointu qui luj tombe fur Ic front et 
qai le lui cache.. Pour changer cette^ coiffure, 
il faudroit que votre homme vit le deflus de mon 
propre front pour en faire fon modelle, quelque 
mauvais que foit ce dit modelle ! 

Du refte de votj-c lettre qu'ai je encore a par- 
Icr ? Oh ! vous me demandcz mon opinion du 
Scribleriad\ en verite il me plait fort, et le poemc 
de Monfieur Whitehead auffi. Mais quand je 
dis/?r/, ce h'eft pas que les fujets me plaifent ; 
je fuis comme vous pour rallegorie \ c'eft ce 
qui^ me touche le moins en fait de vers. Je vous 
envoirai, fi vous voulez, tous les fix livres du 
Scribkriad^ lorfqu*ils feront imprimes, car je les ai 
fait demander a Dodfley, Vous avcz vu fans 
doute ces vers ecrits dans une cimctiere, dont 
notre Duchcffe m'avoit parle ; ils me plaifent 
beaucoup.-^A propos de cette Dame, ne la pri* 
vez pas, je vous en fupplie, de cette ode que 
vous lui aviez deftinee 5 foyez plus content de vos 
ouvrages, et vous vous determincrez d*abord ; 
vous trouverez meme que vous fcrez approuvc 
d'elle et de tous les bons connoiffeurs. Je Tai 
rclu vingt fois, et je ne m'cn raflkfie point : fi 
j*y trouvois quelque chofc qui ne me parut pas 
propre a lui etre cnvoye, je vous le dirois tout 

naiVe^ 
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naivcmcnt. Vous remarquez trcs bicn qu*il 
feroit a propos de faire allufion aux environs 
de fa dcmcure, et que ccla s^introduirgit tout 
naturcUement dans Pendroit ou vous ai^ez mis 
cettc marque J : etjc trouve que vous feriez bkn 
de changer ou de rayer les deux lignes que vou^ 
avez diftingue par cette autre marque ; mtis 
retcncz, je vous prie, les deux lignes que vous 
avez 6crites avec un crayon feulement ; dies font 
felon moi, une fin fort jufte. Je puis approu* 
vcr mieux que je ne fjaurois critiquer: j'ap- 
prouve, ou je defapprouve ordinairement en 
gros, car je ne me fens pas capable d'expliquer 
pourquoi un endroit me plait plus qu*un autre^ 
lorfquc je lis des vers, non plus que quand 
j*entends jouer une piece de mufique j et ce- 
pendant le hazard fait quelquefois que je trouve 
bon ce qui eft bon, et mauvais ce qui eft mau- 
vais. ^ 

Juft at this place of my letter, Captain Ro- 
binfon comes in from Worcefter to ftay the reft 
of the week with me ; fo I muft defer fending 
my letter till the next. 
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S I K, Wedsfifiiaf, Maxxk soc^ i7So-5^ 

THIS (hould go by my farvant, accompanied 
by the Red Book» the Ode^ and Mr. 
Somervife^s Kdurc; but 1 cannot Iparc any 
body to go till the next week is over, as I 
fend rov coach, &c. to Warwick with our 
fligh Sheriff; upon which occ^ifion plowing 
fnd (owing muft Hand ftill : but preparations 
for it go on this week.— Captain Robinibn fiaid 
with me about four days ; and it was a pka(ure 
to me to convert with any body who could tell 
me what pai9^ in the world ; for I live lb much 
out of it, that I am almoft as ignorant as a Sa-? 
v^^e. He liked my urn to Mr. Somenrilc very 
well ; and talking about motto's, he faid that,^ 
if he ever erefted an urn to a friend, he would 
ufe the following, which is in a copy of Verfes 
of the Rcvd. Mr. Shipley's, and which he had 
not about him ; but will fend them mc.'r-Alii 
that gentleman writes is Miltonic, 

•* -^ Oh worthy longeft Days • 

** For thee Ihall flow the folitary Tear, 

^ Afid thoughtful Friend&ip fadden o'er thy Ura. 



..'^ 
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I thinH, if I may pretend to judge, that %her^ 
are four very moving line$ iq the j^pitaph whicH 
follows the Elegy wrote in 9 Cour^try Church'^ 
yard : I mean the following 1 

*' Large was hisBounty, and hit Sod fincere; 

*' Heaven did a Recompence as largely fend : 

** He gave toMis'ry all he had» a Tear ; 

<< lie gain'd fromHeav'ii ('twas all he wilhM) a Friend.*^ 

I have been to-day all over my Gardens and 
Coppice, and find the former in very nice order, 
by the indefatigable care of my Scotch gardener ; 
but the feafon has not favoured his labours :- 
however, I believe you will find a great amend- 
ment in the appearance of it. The Coppice is 
jqft ready to produce the fpontaneous gifts of 
Nature, which will adorn its banks moft beau- 
tifully in lefs than a month's time : but you 
never will honour it with a vifit in Spring, fo 
that' Flora murmurs at you yearly. I wilh 
you would come about that time; and hope 
you would find Captain Robinfbn here, for he 
expefts a field-officer to releafe him ; at prc- 
fent he is commanding-officer, and therefore 
tied by the leg. I (hewed him nothing of 
yours but your Autumn, which he likes vaftly, 
both as to the turn of thou^t, and the verfi- 
fication ^ but joins with me in loving the 

autumn 
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autumn feafon, notwithftanding you prefer all 
the others to k. I have had the greater reafon 
-CD admire it, becaufe 1 have generally vifitcd the 
Leafowes about that time : but I propoie my 
vifit this year to be earlier, and before the Or- 
ders of your ftreams. are 4eprived of their flow- 
ery ornaments.— My BiDther Bolingbrokc has 
fent me, it fcems, the moft exquifrtc forts of 
melon-feeds, and of lettuce.— Mr. Hall has got 
me feeds of the greateft curiolity of a ilower 
which the world produces, if I can but raife it. 
The merchant (hewed him one pod only, which 
is as big as a pine-apple, and perfumes a room 
even now it is not in flower. He has alfo got 
me a water-engine, made of Lignumvitae, which 
will water my garden with much eafe. We ex- 
pedt him home next Saturday.— The fnow-drop, 
to wbich^Mr. Whiftler pays fo genteel a com- 
pliment, I have alio had given me, as double 
as a yellow rofe. My gardener defigns to raife 
fome Spanifh Broom from feed •, and you may 
command what you pleafe of it. So much for 
gardening.— This being a moft ftupid letter, 
here let it end, and free you from the troijible of 
reading any thing more than the aflurances of 
my efteem and friendihip, on which you may 
depend. 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 
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P.S, Outing goes to London next Monday^ 
from Somervile*s Afton, with the two Meflrs. 
Rcynalds and Sir Robert Cocks. Will Rey- 
nalds is married to Mr. Durham's daughter, of 
the Paper-mills •, and the Bride is to be left at 
Wooton. — I never faw any thing of Dr. WalPs 
drawing but his Frontifpiece to Hervey's Me- 
ditations, which I did not like, and now this. 
to the Scribleriad : but Captaip Robinfon fays. 
that the Dodlor's Rooms are adorned with his 
own Works : but he did not fay a great deal ia 
commendation of them. Mais le deffein n^ eft pas 
fan metier -, ilfaut done lid laijferfes ouvrages en ce 
genre p^r fan propre amufament. 



LETTER LXIV* 

S I R, April i6. 

YOUR apology for keeping Tom Jones 
is needlefs : I do, and fhall do the fame 
by you ; and you may command any, or all 
my books for yourfelf and your friends, fans 
eiremonie. That upon Gardening I Ihould be 
glad to fee; and it may be ufeful to me in 
laying out the additional Shrubbery, as pro*. 

pofcd J 



f 
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pofcd-, though I fliall not embellifli it with 
Mnerua and Pallas *, nor even with the goddefi 
Flora, nor my little wood with Pan ; nor have I 
a drop of water to admit of fo much as one 
Naiad, though Mr. Jigo, in his Paftoral, for- 
merly beftowed fottle dri rfte. With you. Sir, 
they will always d^tell ; you make dieif habi-i 
tation fo delightful. You are very good in 
ihftrufting me how to amend mine, and ttf im- 
j)rovc the limited and fcanty beauties of my fitii-* 
ation. Your miftake in calling the i'^w^-Walk 
i Zi/»^- Walk may prove a lucky hint : for why 
not make one of my Crooked Walks lead to my 
new Lime- Walk, which is planted with Horn* 
beam between, and fo wind as to go behind it 
into the Lane which is planted with abeles, and 
fo form a Serpentine through them to the 
Coppice, coming in fomewhere at the farther 
end of it, or behind the Great Oak ? In the 
meat! time, I will fill the Gravel- Walk with 
flirubs, as you propofe, and hide or take away 
the door that leads to the Coppice. Let me 
know if you comprehend my meaning. It will 
make the place private, and furprize more at 
the entrance.— I find I can take away the foot- 
road to Henley. This propofal would be 

f Alluding to a blander of Batty Langley's, 

cheaper 
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theaper than to make a fence behind the Service- 
trees. 

I fent for a mafter-workman from Warwick ; 
and we have laid out the ground to receive the 
Pavilion. Regard is had to what you mention 
of the diftance from the trees. There will be 
thirty-eight feet of planting behind the Pavilion, 
within the hedge. The Ha! Ha! will bound 
the Green from the outfide of the two rows of 
elms ; the floping part to be towards the Green, 
the perpendicular part towards the Pavilion, 
and walled. Four feet of turf will range with 
it before the Pavilion, which is to ftand upon 
two ftone fteps. The gdte, which is now on one 
hand of it, and the ftile on the other, to be taken 
away.— -The mafon will alter the coves of the 
niches by the new Summer-houfe. 

I have made, or rather am making, the court 
before my houfe fo as to drive in with a cgach 
from the Green, by enlarging it confiderably ; 
that is, by letting the palifades back to the 
Green, where there were pofts and rails 5 and 
alfo adding ten feet to the length. The two 
ftone pillars are taken down, and are fetting up 
again at the extremity of the court, viz. even 
with the end of the Aviary, and the corner of the 
Upper Garden, clofe to a tall fir. The pali- 
fades will be very low, and range all equal 

without 
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without (hewing a gate. I have ordered 
that none (hall be in the middle, for it 
would obftrud the view of the Pavilion j only 
on each fide tw;o gates will open 5 one to let in 
a coach, and the other to let it out when the 
company is fet down ; but will be imperceptible 
when (hut. The two ends of walling I have 
finilhcd ' building. I propofe the court to be 
entirely gravel ; and perhaps the handfome 
fua-dial, that is in the upper garden, in the 
middle. There will be low white pofts and 
rails round the court, to prevent drunken coach- 
men going down the Terrace*— This is my own 
plan, and I am all over embroidered with duft 
and mortar daily; but (hould prefer it to 
embroidery of another kind, if I thought it 
would pleafe you ; as you are the only touch- 
ftone of true tafte that I can have recourfe to 
j^i^e -^Lord Archer's copper Globe and Crofs, 
ffllt, are coming by the carrier from London, 
for the Obclifk. 

My Guinea cocks and hens ^re all dead, ex- 
cept one of each. The hen has laid a few eggs v 
but it is impoflible to convey them to the Lea- 
fowes without being addled. I will endeavour to 
rear you two or three young ones, and fend them. 
The late Colonel Peers, fent me a bafketful, very 
carefully, from Stratford ; but all were fpoiled. 

What 
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Wha (hail the Pavilion be floored with? 
Where ihall we enter the Coppice ?— Adieu : 
the Oxford poftman waits to go to Birmrng-' 
Kftto.-^I am at dinner, and going to church. 
Yours fmcerely, 

H. LirxBOROUGHi 



LETTER LXV. 

S I Rt . Bftfrelk, Monday, April i^tYi, 1751. 

HA D I been informed, even by a dream^* 
that you and your Brother were fufFering 
fuch pain of body and mind, (which rauft bcf 
the cafe when one fuffers for one's friend, as 
well as for one's felf ) I would have fent imme- 
diately to enquire after you both^ and fhould 
have fufFered great anxiety till my meffenger 
had returned : and even without thefe ills, (un- 
known to me till the 24th inftant) I had fent 
long before to return* the Book, the Ode, fi^c, 
and to enquire after you 5 but not having {o 
prefiing a reifon as I fhould have had, could I 
have he^f d of youl' illnefs, I did delay it, and, I 
confefs, delayed it too long : but it was next to 
ktijioliible to^ave done otherwifc^ the circum- 
S iUQtial 



ZSS LADY LUXBORbUGH's 

ftantial rcafons for which would make my letter 
a greater torment to you than my filence could 
poflibly be ^ fo I only fay, that my avocations, 
and thofe of my fervants, have been attended 
with fo many rebuffs from weather and difagree- 
able accidents, that I have been ftill obliged to 
defer from minute to minute, day to day, and 
week to week, the bufinefs I would moft wil- 
lingly have done, and the devoirs that I ought to 
have paid my friends ; but my heart has never 
been influenced by difappointmcnts, nor allured 
by any pleafures, to fwerve one moment from 
its fixed attachment to the perfons it has de- 
voted itfelf and all its flock of friendfhip to. 
Judge then. Sir, whether it can have been as 
ungrateful to you as it appears. Melancholy 
youF fituation muft have been, and is there- 
fore now I hope the more joyful by the recovery 
of your Brother ; of which you gave me great 
reafon for hopes. 

. Wednefday, May ifl. 

Just at the break of my letter, I had a good 
deal of company come in •, and two of them 
(Mrs. and Mifs Chambers) came to flay fome 
time. Their coming obliged me to quit my 
penj and indeed prevented my fending Joe: 

.... but 
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;iut I hope nothing will prevent his going to 
he Leafowes to-morrow mdrning. 

I beg my bcft complimqnts to Mr. Jofeph 
Shenftone, as does Mr. Hall to you both ; and 
he hopes you are both able to enjoy the beauties 
of your Groves otherwife than through the 
window. He feels the more for you, as he has 
rcafon to fear his Brother is dying (if not dead 
by this time) at Briftol, where he left him 
exceeding ill. I am glad you have a neighbour 
refembling good Mrs. Holyoak, to attend your 
lick-chamber ; as I have lately experienced the 
comfort fhe was to mine.— I do not know 
Dn Hervey nor Dr. Wilks; but Ihall be as 
inclinable to love him who attended. your call, 
and did his beft fervices, as I fliall be to diflike 
the other, unlefs I hear fome very good rcafons 
for his refufing to come at fuch an extremity. 

My correfpondence (had it not intermitted) 
would' have afforded you no pleafure : for as 
the effefts of my mind have as ftrong an influ- 
ence upon my nerves as yours have, and as I 
have had divers and fundry things to afFedt my 
mind ; fo am I ill company to myfelf, to my 
vifitants, and to my correfpondents. Would 
you make me otherwife, pray haften to give me 
a good account of your health, and of your 
S 2 Brother's, 
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Brother's, and fey that you believe me to b^ 
as I fincercly am. Sir, 

Your faithful friend . ' 

and humble fervant, 

H» LUXBOHOUCH. 

p. S. I fancy P^mp4y the tittle may have 
ierved to amuie your fick-chamber I 

I fendMx. Somervile's Figure, and will carry 
my own to the Leafowes, to fee what you cm 
get your frited to do about them. 



LETTER LXVI^ 

SI R» Barrelh^ Monday » May 6cb» I75». 

^OE gpes to enquire after your Brodier*s 
•^ health, which I am willing to hope is 
better; but cannot fhake off my anxiety till 
I hear it from you. I fincercly pity jr(?« for your 
concern, and him for what he fuffers. It is, I 
think, fatal fo have a friendship for nut mf 
ill fortune reaches to my friends ; and indeed 
if it did »«/, I.ihould not feel its ftings. aa 
ftrongly as I do. 

The 
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The weather is intolerable, though in the 
month of Afoy; and in fhort, pleafure and 
happinefs have abfented themfelvcs from Bar- 
retts 5 and I €Xpe6t their return only by good 
news from the Leafowes. Grant me that, and 
t)elievc me to be 

Tour ever faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGtt. 

Mr. Hall had the misfortune to lofe his 
Brother (who had every good quality requifite 
to his family) on Friday laft, at Six in the even- 
ing, I have not fcen him fince ; but he wrote 
(ne word at Three in the morning on Saturday, 
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SIR> Barrells, May 27tli, 1751* 

YOU have relieved me from anxious fears j 
for I imputed your filence to your having 
no good tidings to impart : but I have now the 
pleafure to read of your Brother's better health, 
and confequently of your own better fpirits ; 
bQth whiqh I rejoice at fuicerely, and hope fine 
S 3 weather 
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weather will complete what your great care of 
him has fo far efFe<9:ed, as your letter gives art 
account of j which is having done a great deal, 
confidcring the feverity of his illnefs, of which 
I hope he will have no rclapfe. 

My own fpirits are much lowered by my 
Brother Bolingbroke's misfortune ; which thun- 
dcrbo)t fell ypon him quite uncxpeftedly, by 
the injuftice or unlkilfulnefs of French jurit 
prudence, finji the chicane of their lawyers, He 
has appealed npw to their parliament, where if 
he docs not find redrefs, it wilj be to their dif- 
' grace ; but fo much to bis detriment, that I 
dread the thoughts of it. The French judges ar? 
partial, even without having the modefty to dif- 
guife their partiality ; and of the cuftomary law 
of Paris it is faid proverbially, ^e les formes 
importent lefond. This iniquitous and abfurd 
judgment, given a^ainft my Brother^ is ypon a 
prefumption that he was married to his late 
Lady before the year 1722, which he was not\ 
though, out of honour and friendfhip, he did too 
much to let it be believed in France : and his 
delicacy is thus rewarded by her own Daughter 
and Son-inJaw, who owe him great obligations. 
They take from him 1^,500 livres a year in 
annuitieis in that country, and condemn him to 
pay 3joo,o©o livres to the Marquis de Montmorin, 

hi§ 
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his Daughter-in-law's Hufband. Every livre is a- 
bout one Ihilling; fo the fum is very confiderable 
to any body, much more to a perfon h^rraffed by 
attainders, forfeitures, &c.— But why do I har- 
rafs you with all this account ? it is feemingly 
not the part of a friend to do fo, as your fpirits 
rather want to be cheared : and yet it is a 
ftrong proof of friendfhip ; for to whom fliould 
one open one's heart and fpeak of one's forrows, 
but to the perfon whom one thinks capable of 
feeling for one ? and of courfe that muft be one 
we have a friendlhip for, and on whofe reciprocal 
friendfhip we depend. 

But now to talk of your favourite fcafon 
Spring: Are you not a little afhamed at the 
appearance fhc has made this year ? Such an 
advocate as you Ihe muft furely have forfeited ; 
and where will fhe find fuch another? /tri- 
umph at prcfent, and hope Autumn will be fo 
fine as to increafe my partiality to what your 
charming lines had almoft made me defert. 
Before that feafon arrives, I hope to fee the Lca- 
fowes : for I have ufually gone to it later in 
the year than was convenient. I am forry you 
cannot fee my Shrubbery now, for it is in 
its prime. I am ncw-laying with fand all my 
Walks in that and the Coppice. My Kitchen- 
Oardcn is much improved by your having 
S 4 dircfted 
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ciiredcd it to be JeogtheDcd : the IVIelon Ground 
is ajiib made warmer and more prirate. I aqj 
gaiog ^o fenccrin theScrvicc-Trec W^k from tho 
Sheep -, for my new gardener ha3 9t l^ft contrived 
to keep other intruders out of it by a'Ha! Hat 
lind high bank he has made acrofs the 
Lane. My {hermitage has been pcrfc&ly dry 
9II this wet feafon, by the alteration I made 
when I thatched it *, and more than this \ paiiT 
not lay, though I feem at prefent in a humous 
to extol my cnvirans : perhaps it is becaufe | 
have been deprived of the enjoyment of then^ 
by the ba4 weather^ and therefore prize then^ 
the more, as fpmc fort of tempers are fondeft 
of their friends when abfept from them, an4 
grow tired of them when they have their conj-i 
pany. However my refemblanc? to thofe 
perfons may be as far as relates to my gardens, 
1 do not fay ; but I will afjirm I have no refem^ 
blance to them as to what relates to my friends; 
fbr, abfcnt or prefent, they are always dear to 
me : but their prefence is what I moft wifli fo^*, 
I muft, however, ufe myfelf (or rather amt ufed) 
to love people at a diftanCe ; for I fee nobodjf 
near to beftow my affeftions upon. Thofe few 
who deferve them are, for the moft part,- fnatchc4 
from me by one awkward event Or other 5 and 
I fel^m find ufe for that member the toague^ 
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which is fuppoied to be lb ^fiential to women; 
My ears are a^ ufele^ to me ; for the whiftling 
of the winds is their oidy entertainment : but 
my eyes have at prefent an agreeable verdure to 
admire, and forty-three troop-hoHes to obfer^e 
fcampering in my ineadow, whi<:h, with thf 
tent of the grais-guards, really makes the 
fcenery pretty from my windows : and, folitary 
as I am, I neither envy the frequenter; of 
Vauxhall nor Ranelagh^ and can read of 9 
Jubilee in the News-paper without once wifhing 
to fee it. My Brother fays that I am almoft 
buried civilly before I am fo naturally 1 and 
feems to think of following my example ^ bu( 
fiat I am forry for. My being cut off fromi 
fociety is of no conlequence (o it h buc ^f being 
^ is. 

I would fend you Fompey the Little, if I 
had it -, but the Gentleman who lent it me, bor-^ 
rowed it of another Gentleman, to whom it was 
p be returned on a day named. It is entertain* 
ing jpnougb for fuch a trifle. Fielding, you 
l^now, cannot write without humour. Perci* 
^rine Pickle I do not admire : it is by the 
audior of Roderick Random, who is a lawyer t 
bu.t the thing which makes the book fell, is thQ 
fiiftory of Lady V—, wl^ich is introduced (in 
^e USt !?olume, I think) much to her, Lady- 

<hi|)'« 
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ihip's difhonbur ; but publifhed by her ow^ 
order, from her cwn Memoirs,' given to the 
author for that purpofe-, and by the approba- 
tion of her cwn Lord. What was ever equal to 
this fait ? and how can one account for it ?— 
I never read the letters from the chara6ters in 
David Simple till the other day, though Mrs. 
Fielding publilhed them four years ago j 
and her Brother commends them much. I 
think theVifion, at the end of them, is the 
beft thing in the two volumes.— I cannot tell 
who wrote the Verfes in a Country Church* 
Yard, but I like them well; and think all the 
firft part of the Elegy very beautiful. I cannot 
fee why it did not end at the moft beautiful line 
in itt— I fend you .Mr. Weft upon Education -, 
as being the only new thing Dodfley has fent 
mc. I would eagerly embrace any opportunity 
of contributing to your entertainment, and am 
grieved it is fo little in my power: my few 
correfpondents at London arc too much taken 
up with their own amufements to think of re- 
galing their country friends : nay, I believe 
few of them think at all, being giddy with the 
whirlwind of diverfions of which they are in a 
continual rotation, and impart none of their 
pleafures, nqt even the relation of" them, to us 
Campagnard^\ fo tijat we have nothing to im? 
. IP part 
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part that is ne^ to each other. The ftagnation 
of the commodity Scandaly I am nof forry forj 
but tbat of the currency of wit, humour, or 
indeed the mere occurrences of the day, wefuffcr 
by : for when ti^ circulate, we give lefs way 
to melancholy thoughts, which are too apt t<> 
prey upon the minds of us reclufe people, ancj 
do us as much hurt in one fenfe, as the people 
of the world's having no thought at all does 
them in anothen^^But I juft now perceive that 
I let my own thoughts ramble without bounds, 
and that my pen obeys therh to your misfortune. 
I confole myfelf a little in remembering to have 
heard you fay you loved to receive Ung letters 
from your friends. Happy fhould I be, were 
you (who to my coft an not) like an Irifhman, who 
being fent with three' pence for a letter direfted 
to his Mafter, flyly <shanged it for one h? 
faw at the Poft-houfe, charged fixpence, being 
double -, and though it was diredled to another 
Gentleman, brought it home to his Mafter, re- 
joicing at his contrivance, as this letter was 
twice as big as that he expefted : Were this, I* 
fay, your cafe, the letter I am writing would 
have fome merit with you ; whereas, intrinfically 
it hasjuft none at all, except its coming from 
a fmcere Friend, though ftupid Correfpon- 
4«nt, 

13ut 
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&it to continue this rhapfedy (which I ad« 
VjSt 7011 to throw into the fiiie before you read 
}t) -, I, who ncrer was given to fpeak much in 
fnik of Kings, cannot bat commend the hu- 
mane condud of our own^ upon occafion of hia 
Son'$ death, and the tendemefs he has ihewn 
t<^ the Prince^ Dowager and her children. But 
i need not have excufed my commending Kings^ 
fiace the aftidns I commend in him are not 
i>wing to his Hoyalty ; but when humanity is 
joined with it, thofe aAions are more cenfpicu- 
Dus, and, I fear I might add, more rare«****I am 
tiffured (a pr^os to Kings) that the Memoirs of 
the Houfc of Brandcnburgh are wrote by the 
King of Fruflia himfelfj which makes me wift 
«Q read them« 

Now aprvpfis^. nothing yet faid) I muft telj 
you that it is true Mn Hall felt ftrongly for 
1(fis Brother's illnefs and death, and was afliftant 
to him to the utmoft of his power : he has 
fince been fatigued with the confequenccS of 
it, which will, I injagine, continue fome time^ 
as. he voluntarily takes the trouble of fettling 
accounts, &c. with no Icfe d»n three or four 
perfons his Brother was conccrnied for, viz. the 
Biftiop of London, Mr. Savage, Mr, Kendal, 
and perhaps more ; but I do not know. He 
V9S a great lofs to his family ^ and fmQe hh 

death, 
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death, a Sifter of hU has had a g^at ihock hf 
her Father-in-law being found dead fuddenlf^ 
and in an odd manner ; and by her own only 
daughter being at the point of death, which 
flie was when I heard from our friend Mr. HaU 
laft ; and he feemed to be in great apprehen^^ 
fions at the fear of bfing his Niece. He had 
been fent for to this nian'& funeral at Buming- 
ham very fuddefily : On Friday Uft he went 
to the Viiitation 4t Warwick, and from theocc 
to Harborough, to officiate on Whitfunday i 
and is expelled home to-night. As foon as I 
fee him, I will deliver your kind mefiage. 

My own fervant Ann Harrop goes upon 
bufinefs into Chelhire this week. Price is 
obliged to go at Midfummer into Hcrfcford- 
fliire, and my abfence at the fame time might 
be of ill confequence, as I have this troop of 
horfes here : but 1 promife you folemnly, that' 
if my health (whkh is now very good) permits^ 
I will fpend a few days at theLeafowcs i^ which 
will be the greateft j^eafure to. Sir, 

Your much obliged 

and very humble fervant^ 
Henrietta Luxj&ORotrdu; 

My beft condiments attend your Brother 
and Mr. and Mife Dolman,— <Write foon, and 

IwUl 
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I will fend you'word when I can go to your 
houfe* 

P.S. Shall 1 write this tetter over 4g«Jft? 
Yes ; it is flovenly wrote now.— Well, but I 
never could copy a letter in u%f life. So be it 
then : Mr. Shenftone winks at faults in friends. 

Mr$. Wymondefold writes word, fhe has not 
forgot your Eau de Jajmin i but it is not ar- 
rived. She fent me a very little Eau de MUe- 
fleurs ^ of which I fend yon a drop. 



-LETTER LXVIIL 

DEAR SIRj Jane i^ih, 1751. 

I AM fending my horfes to fetch my coach 
from Birmingham, and I take that oppor- 
tunity of enquiring after your Brother's health 
by letter, though my fervant cannot poifibly 
have time to go to the Leafowes and bring the 
coach home; but he will leave the letter with 
the trufty Mr. Williams ; and I hope it will ' 
find you in fpirits.— I made your compliments 
to Mr. Hall, who is fincerely concerned for 
your Brother's indiipofition.i and wiihes to 

fpend 
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fpehd a week with you this fine feafon-, but 
finds himfelf fuller of bufinefs than he could 
have expefted: for bcfides ferving three 
churches this Whitfuntide, and attending tw6 
ojF our Hundreds as Commiflioner of the Land- 
Tax at their m<:etings, he has had, and ftill haa^ 
many accounts of his Brother's to. make up. 
He finiflied one the other day with Mr. Savage, 
which was of 500/. and looked out all the 
vouchers, and produced them. He is making up 
another with the Biftiop of London ; and there 
is Mr. Kendal befides ; and I believe mbrfe 
people : and though his Brother's Honefty and 
Punftuality does not leave it a diflicuk talk to 
do, yet it takes a great deal of time from a 
perfon who has other employments? : but he 
will go to the Leafowes as foon as he has more 
leifure. I long to go there ; and will do fo as 
foon as I poflibly can. I wilh in the mean 
time yoii faw my Shrubbery now : it is in 
more jperfeftion than when you did fee it. 

I have not feen or heard of any thing new 
lately. The King's kindnefs to the Princefi 
and l>is Grandchildren — the Jubilee Balls— the 
beauty of the two Irifli women, Mifs Gunnings 
(one of whom they fay Lord Coventry has mar- 
ried)— and the untimely death of poor Mr^i 
Palton^i who had all the merit a man can bave^^^ 

' and 
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and 13 murdered by his fricnd-^Thefe, I fiqf^^ 
ate all the topics I hear of. Or rather read of * 
ibr I bear nothing t fo adiieu. It is the kindeA 
thing not to proceed^ after telling you that I 
have nothing entertaining to wtite. I am, Deai^ 
Sir, with the moil fincere friendfiiip^ 

Youj* obliged humble fervant, 

• I wrote you Wofd of mjf^ Brother Bolingbrdke'a 
ill fortune in hi* laW-fuit in France. 

My beft compliments to Mr. Jfofeph Shen-^ 
ftone, Mifs Doknan^ icc^ 

P. S- 1- have coiifidered thdt it will be moni' 
fatisfaftory to me to have Joe go to the Lea^ 
iowes ; fo I will fend him out the earlier in th# 
ifiorftingi that he may make you my cfawipli^ 
Ificnis in pdrfon. 

I think I could iiever for gir^ iflyfelf if I hadi 
been the Cjltufe (though the Papers call it inno- 
cent) of Ml-. Dalton's death ; as Mifs G-^rt 
y/fit^j by her fooli(h aftioh in givirtg the fhufF* 
box be bad given ber to Mh Paul. Mr. Dalton's 
Father had but one other child than this which 
is now kiDed, and he was drowiftfd laft year in 
m 0itp that iUidk ih btiiig;iiig him from abf64d<r 
2 This * 
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This (whofe death is now receht) was a yburi^ 
ihail of great learnings great, good nature, great 
'honour and fobriety, and a moft genteel beha- 
riour. It was he afted fo well the top part iit 
the play Mifs Patty and Mr. Meredith afted at 
London. 
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S I ft» Afcenflon-Day 1 1 75 1 ; 

THE aifixicfty of doubt one cannot too foon 
remove ; therefore I will riot negleft this 
opportunity of enquiring after your Brother's 
health, by the ftate of which your fpirits do 
at prefcrtt ebb or flow, as I imagine; and by their 
ihfluence, your frierids muft feel pain or plea- 
fure. Your laft kind letter relieved me from 
my fears, by fome pai^agfaphs ; but increafcd 
them by othefs, efpecially by the latter one. I 
will however hope that I conftrued it in a 
\lrorfe fenfe than there was oceafion for -, and I 
fliould have fcnt again ere now to be more fully 
informed, had I had it in my power ; but bufi- 
hefs, con>pany, and weather, all impeded : and 
«ven now,- Joe carries this to Mr. Williams y 
T yet 
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yet dpe^ not go on to the Le^fov^es. T.hjs. ^r 
pears inhuman ; but io it m\i{t be : for w}fk. 
four pf my borfcs he CQpyey^. ipy lMda« ^ffep. 
fjiid Mr. \yillia9).s to pgjnt a^v, aJ^d tp get; 
mei)dcd; ^|id ipuft rief jurn »t nighj; with t)^^. 
fame four horfes toBarrells, where he wiJlJiod 
full forty horfes more ; being thofe of Captain 
Robinibn's Troo p^ which are iq g raze here till 
•winter, if grafs ever appears. Thus harrafled 
with that incumbrance (which might have been 
very profitable) and confined to my chimney- 
corner, without a flower to adorn my chimney- 
piece, or a goofeberiy my board, I languiih out 
t^is eve^lafl;ing wjjitcaf. iwfithQjift ip np^c^ as, 
prpgnofticating its end. I didjind€;c4 Yl^^^^y 
cjine with IVJ.rs. Kenidal atSt^^pn^ ^h<W I ^4^ 
not feen fmce the lofs of her onJy Son, and hei: 
favourite Sifter: but found the rp^ds, the 
weather, and every thing fo b^d, (excqtf her 
company) that I never was fo fatigye4* in gOr 
ing forty or fifty miles in a day. 

If your Brother is better, ypu will Ijave .r?^4 
Little Pompey : It is Fielding's. 

The King's tepdernefs and humanity ibftwn, 
fp ftrongly tp the Prin^dTs Dowager and her 
Son, feeijis to pleafe every bpdy,-^I . hear o£ 
ma^^ wedding? 5 .^^^^ deafhsj an4 tl^ latter 
has happened .to the a$li6Upn of fever^^ I wl/b: 
9 wel^ 
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Wdl (5- : fo that if the remaining part of the 
year docs not bcftow ujk)B mt a fcene of more 
^kafure, I Ihall begin to give up the fentiment 
you and I both agreed in$-^Of the equal diftri- 
biitions of Fortune's fmiles or frowns; Lfct 
that happen as it wilU I think I never had fa 
good a chance as now of finding you give: up 
your favourite feafon Spring. It has ill re- 
Warded your zeal •, and I do not think Autumn 
cart poflibly prove equally Ungrateful to mine i 
but let feafons vary as they lift ; my affeftion 
to my friends varies not *, for they will find me 
(as long as I ^rijoy life) immutable ; as I hope 
you. Sir, do me the juftice to believe I am, in 
niiy regar4 for you, and my good wifties foi* 
yonrperfeft happinefs.— *I cannot make a truer 
ending : fo be it^ 

H. LtxBoneucHt* 

P, S, My qpipplimertts attend Mifs Dolman,' 
and my good wiihe^ Mr- Jofeph Shenftoiie* 
Mr. Hall expreflfed his when I faw him four 
days ^p : . fince which the Father of a Brother- 
in-law pf his. was found dpad at Birmingham i 
which muft h^ve been a frefh concern to him 
c^ his Sifter's account ; and his family have 
kad an irnepacable lofs in his Brother, who died 
T2 lately; 
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lately ; which lowering of fpirits makes every 
new eVent more fore, at leaft fo I feel, and I 
fancy none are hardened by misfortunes but 
thofe who were hardened by nature* 
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BarrellSy Wednefday, July ioth> 175 ir 
DEAR SIR, 

MY not having anfwered ydurs, of the 
14th ultimo, is owing to the hopes you 
gave me of furprizing mc agreeably with a vifit. 
The feafon is now favourable for it ; and I pro* 
mife you to return it foon. Why fhould you 
not come and celebrate St. Swithin's Day with 
me ? Your compa:ny will make me regard the 
day which gave me birth with much more 
pleafure than the circumftance of its having firft 
Ihewn me the light : for what Is light, or any 
other bleffing, without facial friends ? 

I return Mr. Somervilc's Pifture (as I fup- 
pofe you meant I (hould). I think it very like 
Worledge*s, and indeed like Mr. Somervile ; 
but methinks it fcarccly does him juftice, as 
fome of the lead agreeable features in his face 
2 arc 
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arc rather too ftrongly marked ; as under the 
eyes for example 5 and I think as he was very 
fair, the pencil might be fainter. But upon 
the whole, had I not another of hiiji, I would 
not give this for a great fum. His urn is now 
beautifully ftiaded by its canopy of oak j under 
which I fat laft night agreeably, though alone, 
looking at the neighbouring hills^ hearing my 
mowers whet their fcythes, feeing the troop* 
horfes fcamper about my avenue, and hearing 
one of the Grafs-Guard Dragoons play on his 
German Flute ; which he does very well : he 
l^as alfo a pair of Irifh Bag-pipes, with which 
he can play in concert ; they having (ixteen notes, 
and the Stotch but nine. He has no pipe to 
put to his mouth, and but very little motion 
with his arm j his fingers do the chief. You 
fliall hear him on Monday, if yop pleafc; and 
J hope you will pleafe. 

I dare fay your new windows will pleafe 
others, tKougb they may not pleafe you. You 
have not indulgence enough for your own 
t^e ; nay, you do it injuftice. Do not talk 
of altering old houfes^ or of maturing andperfeSHng 
errors ; that touches me home, and makes mc 
wince : for too true it is, that after a yaft 
4eal of money laid out, one has nothing per*. 

T 3 m^ 
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feft, nor withih inany degreds of pcrfcftion. 
Your town of Birmingham grows very po^ 
lite. I think the Players, who enjoyed tho 
pleafurc of your Grove, fliould have entertained 
you there. How delightful wopld be the 
^afquc of Comq3 a&ed on that fpot ! 

I think Mr. Dolman's objedioh.to coming 
hene the day you propofed it can hardly be 
received as an excufe. Deficiesicy in point of 
^refs is never obferved, where thca-e is no defi- 
ciency in fentiment and fcnfe; therefor? he 
might have come fafely any-wherc, and ftill 
more fq to mc, who lay very little ftrefs upon 
the ovitward ornaments of my acquaintance. 

I ao^ ejjtremely gl^d Mr. Jofeph Shenftone 
continues pretty well; and beg my compli- 
ments to him.-T^Lord St. John is ftiil at Better- 
fea, but is going to Caen, in Normandy, to the 
Academy, — My fervant Price is at London 
iipon bufinefs. I expeft him home on Saturday^ 
when I hope to hear more of my friends in 
thofe parts. In the mean time I can infonn 
you of nothing new •, for I hope it is not fo tq 
fj^y that I am, with great truth, 

your oblige^ and faithful fervant, 

H. LyjfBORouGfl, 
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N. B. Si, S^ithin'i Day is on Monday, 
July 15*. 

If you cannot come, write me word. 

To William shenstone. Esq, 

WROTE AT THE LEASOWES, AUGUST 7, 1749. 

''TpiS Nature here makes pleafing fcenes arife, 
jL And wifely gives them Shenstone to 
revife j 
To veil each flaw, to brighten cv*ry grace ; 
yet ftiU to let them wear their parent's face. 

IJow well our Bard obeys, each objeft tells ; 
Thefe ludd ftrearhs, gay meads, and lonely cells: 
WJiere blended Art fo craftily 's concealed. 
And Nature's charms fo gracefully revealM ; 
That pleased Sjbig claims the glory of the plan, 
^s jJroU^ f<ir One? t*adopt the work of man. 



H.L- 



Tl?ks attend afterward^. 

trials l^ature here bids pleifing fcenes arife, 
J. Artd wifely giyes them Shenstone to 
Revife ; 

T 4 To 
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f o veil each blcmifli, brighten cv'ry grace j 
Yet ftill preferye the lovely parentis face. 

How well the Bard obeys, each objedt tells i 
iThefe lucid meads, gay'lawns, and moffy cells ; 
"VVhere modeft Jrt in filencc lurks concealHl, 
While Nature fliines fo gracefully reveaPd ; 
That She triumphant claims the total plan; 
And, with frefh pride, adopts the work of man« 
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Sunday Night, St, Si^thin, my Birtli-daj. 
SIR, • 

YOUR fervant came juft as Lord Arch^ 
^nci Mr. Juftige Chambers came ia to 
dinner, and found me fo fyffocated with heat, 
and fo hurried mth company that was here, and 
company that is to be here to-morrow, that I 
could but juft read your letter -^ by which, I 
find your hay-making tallies with unexpefted 
bufinefs of mine-y and both agree to prevent 
pur meeting fo foon as intended, and wijhed 
|br. My bufinefs is the expeftation of a Lawyer 

• frotr\ 
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from London, and Mr. Outing, who are to 
c?orne at my expence in a poft-chaife, as Com-r 
miilioners, to fee me execute a fine, in confe* 
quence pf my parting with my houfe in Lon- 
4on to Mr- Wymondefold. I dare not be from 
home till this affair is over, as you may ima- 
gine ; fince I have had notice given me of it ; 
^d Lord Luxborough, who muft join for 
form's fake, is cquall/ confined in Surry, till 
they have been to fee him execute his part» 
As foon as this is over, I will let you know, 
^d embrace the agreeable opportunity you 
offer of enjoying your convcrfation in your 
cool retreat, (if any cool there be) and in feeing 
the beauties of other Seats within your rea^rh. 
«— I will fhew Mr. Hall the obliging part of 
\ your letter which concerns him, if I fee him 
to-morrpw •, whicli I fuppqfe I Ih^U, as my 
birth-day being to be celebrated may bring him 
to this fide of Warwicklhire, 

I congratulate Lord Dudley upon gaining 
his law-fpitj for I believe he would be glad 
of any good that befpl me or any body elfe ; or 
^is looks belie him. 

I am glad Don Pedro* s folemn demeanor does 
^Qt appear unworthy of your folemn woods ; 
^nd that Donna Elviras tendemefs for her a.b- 
^t children has ingratiated her to Mrs. Arnold, 

who 
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who wiH Tccompcrife tM Riliy fei- 'WhadWSr 
fixe his kft beHhul^ and be as tended tf i&i^ m 
as flic of her fektheitd b^s.-^f th« ^Ttftrntm 
Pion lays no ftrefs upc^ the oM Abb^^ I 
think yqti may Vcnt^r^e t6 pillage ft ivfth6fi| 
fear of a holy war. I wilh it Wa3 Ldrettfi fat' 
your fakcj^ and that it might make yoti to 6i;fi0 
9s mb I ^ if treafure 9nd ha{]^ih^ muft 
(as generally they are) be par^, tesiy yoq 
enjoy the laf$ir tindiiturbed, till I ceafe %<^ \^ 
Y&qrV^ faithful 

ahd Qbiigcd Teirvahi^ 

H. LuiBOROUQH. 



"m 
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DEAR SIR» Baf^Us, kbitaa^, Jd|^ izd^ f 75!^ 

TH I S is only to enquire vi^hethei- ybu 
ficeiVed my letter, by which 1 Ihvitfed 
you tq cottlii to Ban^ells 6n St. Swithih^s t»ay^ 
(it being my Birth-day) which was bh Monday 
thfe is-th. As Idid nbt heat* from youVl tdn- 
eluded tv^rf hilnilte that you was juft coming, 
I hope tib illnefs, either of yours or yoUr Bro- 
therV, prevented ybu j and that I ffiail fefe you 

very 



1 
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vf ry Ibon.'^Lord Dudky felit to me ycftirday 
j5x)m Henley 5 biat did not calL 

I TOi 9^vtr your moft obliged 

land faithful fervant, 

H, LuXBOROyCSTr 
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D E A R SIR, BarreUs, Aaguft ||^ 1^ %; 

AT twelve o*clock at hobn> tod in bfedj («i 
my ihame be it fpokai) I recdved your 
packet: the only thing fortune has favoured 
ifte in this hft fortnight. I hope her heJct gift 
will be your company here or at the Leatfowts 
if I have fpirits enoitgh left to go that far» 
Tou hcvier knew mifte at fo low an ebb as 
they are at prefent; and coAfequently I n£v6r 
had fo much occafion for your coftipaiiy and 
your letters ; which I find a reliih 10, though 
in few other things in life. Ydu fliould havfc 
^eftowed upon me the fight of the Verfes diat 
went to Hagley. I envy the company tha^ 
^he pleafure they have in perufing ttem ; whicii 
(heir goo(} ta(te aivi gCK>d judgments xgake diem 

worthy 
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worthy of: but if the fentiments of hearts 
alone were to be confulted, I feel myfelf as 
worthy as they can be of feeing your Works, 
by the fuxce^e regard aqd friendfliip I have for 
the author^ > 

I find the Leafowes is become the refort of 
the heau monde ; nor do 1 wonder at it ; but I 
think the Matters of the Vauxhalls, Ranclaghs; 
and the Playhoufes in the neighbourhood ought 
to fil? ^ bjU againft you, for decoying their 
company from therii.— -If Sir Harry Gough ha3 
no better tafte for the environs of a place than 
he Ihews in his choice of liquor, he does not 
^cferve to fee your Grove ; for whey is^ I phipk, 
what one would not go fo far to drink. 

A M^r. Gough of JPerry-Hall was here, about 
three weeks agd, to afk leave to fee my Herr 
mitage, and faid he liked it. J do r\qt enjoy 
it much myfelf : the cold weathpr and inceffant 
rain( would hinder ipe, were I even in bettef 
fpirits. , Indeed, you will fay, it is juft a pro-, 
per place for indulging melancholy thoughts ; 
which is true-, but therefore I ought to fhun 
it.— I am to dine to-morrow at Umberflade, 
as Uttle as. I like going out.-f-?J i^^re anfwer that 
Lord and Lady Archer would have been glad 
to meet you here. I have not been to fe^ Lotrd 
and Lady Plymouth yet, nor Mrs, Chefter ; but 

when 
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when they return from Warwick Races, I muft 
make them two vilits 3 and I ought to go to 
Mn Weft's, whom you mention, if I did any 
thing that ceremony requires; and after thefe 
vifits, I propofe to pack up my night-cap, and* 
make a more agreeable vifit at the Leaibwes ; 
which pleafure, I hope, the ingratitude and 
malice that perfecutes me, cannot deprive me 
of. In the mean time, I flatter myfelf that 
your workmen will fpare you to have a peep at 
the Bees in my Library, and at my venerable 
Oak : The foldier that played on the German 
Flute, fo well, whilft I fat under it, is returned, 
to Worcefter, which I am forry for ; it founded 
fo well amongft the trees as I walked in my 
litde wood ; and even his bagpipes were not 
difagreeable. He played on both on my birth- 
day, whilft we bowled, and had our fyllabub 
out of doors-, for I had no entertainment to 
offer but des amufemens champetres. ^ 

My Brother Bolingbroke is every day in ex- 
pe£tation to hear fome account from France of* 
his troublefomc law-fuit: after that, he wiU 
determine what to do. He feems moft inclin- ' 
able to end his days with me : if fe, ;herc will 
be a permit and Hermitefs in Reality ; iq 
which thcL woodcaone muft give place* 

My 
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Mjr frieod Tom is (thejr tdl me) in hafte tcr 
letun^ as his having got here io caiij availed 
turn notfaihg, bccauie of my lazincls t to m^e 
up for that, and reconcile me to his fiivours. I 
snofk now be di%cnt add hgflra tft afiuie. yott- 
that I am. Sir, 

Your moil faithful 

and obliged &hrant^ 

(I. LuXBOROVGHd 



LETTER L3D£IV. 



P K AR S I R« Barrqlli, AngoSt aift, 175 1. 

TH £ depreffion of fpiriti. my letter difca<* 
veied tayou, turned into a dangerpuj bi« 
lious ibver ; and the bile which has by proper- 
nnedicines bcien diicharged, prowd to be aSi 
black as in my late illnds (when you leneta 
enquire ibr kindly after me^ and when it^ULA: 
fttppof<(4 I could not live). I need ^y noi 
more : thi^ h a full fufficient reafon fbr no6 

having 
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fcdving nnfwa&d ^ur. laft obligiiBg hsmr^ nor 
haieisg xec^rDed your del jg^ful Ode-; wfaic^ 
has. run. iQ my. head, and beea thc^only |>l€afing 
dipugli^ during my confinement to psjfy bed; 
but. this plei^ure wa&g^oeraliy eclip&di by paia 
before L could have fpoke (muoh ie6 bav^ 
wrote)riny appcob^tioci of it) and now I do 
k wkh a Mceak hand i^wdfaeady tjie'&ver nev^r 
having left me for a week ; but my heart 
thanks you fof i^ Jhare of the compliments 
you pay to your vifitors at the Leafowes, and 
which every party deferves n:\o;:e tha^ myfelf, 
by their merit ; but can newr defcfv? i|t nxocf 
by their fentiments in regard to yoy. ^inf;e^ly, 
I thinly it fine poetry^ an4 a© peffy^^c^ b,ett?s 
judges will think the. l^me. 

I cannot write much more 5 yjct mjiift. t<^ 
you one fecret which nobody in this neighbour- 
hood knows, viz. that my Brother Bolingbroke 
is to fend a fet of horfes from Batrerfea off 
Saturday next, to fetch me to him. He would 
have h?4, W^-r com^^ footer, (as hein^ hi^ only 
comfort) if I had been able. I am now 
by my bed-fide expefting Mr. Holyoak^ to 
kndw^if'hc thinks Tihall be able to fet out on 
Tuf^97 morniog: I muft be* dyings if I do 
iifiC^; %n^ I repea^. njy medicines every two 
houvs^ hoping . to> ^advance my. -cure^* My Bro-' 

ther 
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ther has 4 cancer on his cheek-bone, which ii 
already an inch ahd half diameter, and three 
quarters of an inch thick. He is not under fb 
much apprehenfion as I am for him.-*I hope 
(if I do not hear before) that I fhall hear from 
you wheh I am with him^ Direft to me at 
Battcrfea Houfcj Surry^ by London.**— I hope 
your Brother is well, and that you are perfuaded 
of my fincere attachment. Adieu^ 

H. LuxboroughJ 

P. S. Outing pfopofes to be liere next week^ 
He little thinks that he will be difappointed. 

Pray do me the favour when you have an 
opportunity, to afk Aris for a Bill of Paper^ 
&c. that I have had of him, and inclofe ii in 
one of your letters to me^ 
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LETTER LXXV. 

DEAR SIR» , Barrell8» Aognft 25th» 175 u 

AMONG the many difagrecablc things I 
fuffer froni the imguity of Chance^ (as you 
exprefs it) it is none of the kail, that I am de- 
prived 
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pnvtd of feeing you and your improvements 
at the Leafowcs. I fometimes form an idea of 
them) but they amufe me in that Ihape only 
as a fairy-taki You do rile juftice^ when you 
believe that I would willingly (I may add joy- 
fully) have gone and Ipent fome days with you : 
but, as the vulgar French proverb fays, fbomme 
prvpofey ei Dieu difpofe. 

You are extremely kind in fending to enquire 
after my health; as alfo in advifing me t<y 
be lefs precipitate^ than I generally am^ in my 
journies. My Brother Bolingbroke defires the 
fame of me ; and addsj that he is hopeful I 
ihall find his cancer near, if not quite, extir<» 
pated J which revives me a little. If it be fo, 
it will do honour to the perfon who undertook 
the cure, and whom Mr. Chifelden, in a letter 
to me$ treated with fome fcorn, as a Cancer- 
curer. Operator^ &c. But before my Brother 
employed him, he had fuifieient aflurances that ' 
the remedy had fuceeeded in a niiukitudc of 
cafes; which he took care to have examined 
and verified : therefore he fays^, he fhould even 
be more unfortunate than it belongs to bim to 
be, if it failed in his cafe al6ne. Perhaps I 
may bring him back with me ; and who knows 
but we three may meet here? as to the Lea- 
fowcs, I cannot anfwer v for I believe he will 
U not 
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not make many peregrinations the reft tof his 
life. * ^ 

I will undoubtedly write to you from Batter- 
fea; and have fent this 4ay covers to Lord 
Archer to frank, with that intent. You muft 
not cxpeft much news, or any thing jovial 
from thence ; but fincerity of heart you may 
always expedt from me; nor need you doubt 
my remembering you wherever I am. The 
afFeftion of my real friends, and the civilities 
they (hew me, make a much ftronger imprcf- 
fion upon me than »he injuries of my enemies^ 
or even than the treachery and ingratitude of 
fuppofed friends. 

The fituation of the I^rince*s Pillar at Hag- 
ley, as I remember^ did not much pleafe me : 
the effeft it will have in the other place I can- 
not judge of at this diftance. If Sir Thomas 
dies, I fuppofe fiis Son and Mr. Pirt will ex- 
tend their genius and tafte fome mrles: but 
they cannot obtain for money what Nature 
has prefented you with at the Lcafowes ; I 
mean, a command of water. 

That I approve your Ode is no merit in mc, 
unlefs you account it one to know that a good 
thing is good. 

As to Peregrine Pickle, I hired it, and 
that merely for the fake of reading one ef the 

volumes. 
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I . 

I Voliimes, t^herein are . ittferted the Memoirs of 

I Lady V— •; which j as I was well acquainted 

with her^ gave ixic curiofity. The reft of the 
I book is, I think, ill wrote^ and not interefting, 

Pompey the Little is pretty and humorous^ 
and the language good ; but it was only lent 
me ; and I have had nothing of late from 
Dodfley : but you may depend upon it, if I 
pick up any thing worth reading at London, I 
will fend It you. I am glad your Brother has 
had no return lately of his afthma^ and beg 
my compliments to him^ as alfo to Mr. and 
Mifs Dolman, 

I have laid your letter to Mr. Outing upon 
my chimney-piece^ where he will find it if he 
comes to Barrells : when that will be, it is not 
in my power to fay^ any more than it is in his^ 
I fuppofei to be more ambulant. 

I cannot give your mefiage to Mr. Hall, 
hot having feen him this month. He is^ I 
believe, at Harbarough^ and would undoubtedly 
accept of your invitation. 

I beg you will favour me. with your com- 
mands to London^ which I can execute with 
cafc^ and will do it with punctuality. 
I I muft now afk pardon for keeping your 

i fervant-maid all night againft her inclination 

and duty : for flxe faid fhe had pnomifed tocjomc 
» U 2 home^ 



\ 
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home. I fent her word, I was apprized of the 
length of way, and that the fatigue w6uld be 
too nnuch, and moreover that I would take the 
fault upon me, if it was one ; fo, dear Sir, you 
arc to punifh me and not her, if this proves 
. amifs. I have fent her. to fee my Garden^ and 
Coppice ; but fear (he will defpife them, being 
vkd to your's. 

What mere can I fay from this folitude, 
but that in all places I am equally. Dear Sir^ 

Your faithful friend 

and obliged fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH ? 



LETTER LXXVL 

SIR, Sunday, December 27th, Two o'clock. 

AS I was ftcpping into my poft-chaifc this 
morning, your fervant delivered mc 
your obliging letter i which nothing fhould 
have prevented my anfwcring immediately, but 
going to churchy from whence I am this mo- 
ment returned) fo pinched with cold, apd my 

fingers 
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fingers fo numb'd, that I can fcarcely hold' my 
pen •, and your fervant fend« me word he cannot 
well ftay, having fo far to ride. Thefe reafons^ 
will I hope excufe my not anfwering ypur letter 
Jn the manner I ought. To which I may add 
another reafon. Sir Peter Soame being juft 
come in to dinner : but I muft find time, in 
juftice to myfelf, to tell you th^t I am greatly 
pleafed with the hopes of feeing you at Barrells 
next week ; and I efteem myitXi no fmall Heroine^ 
fince I have removed fuch a bar to my plea- 
fure as was your indolence^ which prevented my 
feeing you here ; but fmce that i$ removed, I 
glorjr in my exploit, and am, Sir^ 

your moft obliged 

humble fervant, 
Hi Luxborouqk. 



LETTER LXXVIL 

SIR, 

MY paralytic fingers will not obey the 
dictates of my heart, which thanks 
Mr. Shenftone for his kind letter; and begs 
V Z . foe 
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for ihord fuch cpiftks, I believe the Green 
Book would cure me, aqd fayc a journey tQ 
Bath. 

Mr, Mallet begs, for the fake of himfelf 
ind the world, that yoyr Mufc would not be 
filent- 

Adieu. Je n'en puis dire.davantagc fans Pq* 
fagc des doigts, qui me paroiflcnt avoir rejiis 
Vimpreffion de tous mes autres maux; car, 
Dieu merci, je me porte paflablement bien d*aiU 
leurs* 

H. L. 
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DEAR SIR, Bath, Janaary 20th, 175a. 

MY fingers Jball make an effort to write 
to you : you mufi make a great one to 
read what they write. Such is niy prefent 
fituation.-r-The Dodtors give me hopes, that 
bathing and pumping will foon reftore'me to 
the ufe of my hands. But as yet, I have only 
ijrank the waters at home, the week I hay? 
b?en here.-^I fpcnt thr$c weeks at London 

^ter 
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after my Brother's death, at Mr. Wymondc- 
fold's. They enquired much after you. 

Your grief for your Brother I feel in its full 
force, and am perfuaded you feel the like as to 
njiqe ; but as our loflTes are irrecoverable, we 
ought, I believe, not only to fubmit, but to 
(pndeavoiir to Ihake off the melancholy ideas 
they fuggeft.^^I preach what I do not well 
pra^tife ; and will prefcribe what I do not well 
cxccute-'^Come into company j Bath is yout 
place— and I am in all places, and at all times, 
Your faithful fervant, 

H. L. 
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Oxj^ngc Grove, Fcbru^ 29th, 1 75 a, 
DEAR SfRr 

LEST my fingers fhould refufe me their 
affiftance for more than two minutes, I 
begin my letter by telling you that your recom- 
mendation leaves me no room to liefitate •, and 
I readily accept the houfe-maid from your 
Ij^nds (who knows, I prefume, that ihe is alfo 
U4 tQ 
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to do the dairy, as her predcGeflbrs in my fcN 
vice did) and I would have her go to Barrells 
immediately, if poflible*; for I have been 
obliged to fend for my laundry-maid hither, to 
aflift for the prefent (my own ferVant, who is 
alfo my houfckeeper, bping married) ; fo that 
^here is not o^je female now aj Barrells. Joe 
and fhe will fettle the day of her going. 

For once bid bufinefs avaunt,' and' aflc us 

how we do at Bath, and at your friend Graves's. 

We can offer you friendly converfation, friendly 

fprings, friendly rides and walks, friendly 

paftimcs to diflipate gloomy thoughts ^ friendly 

bookfellers, who for five (hillings for the feafon 

will furnilh you with all the new books j friendly 

chairmen, who will carry you through ftorms 

and tempcfts for fixpence, and feldom elfe, for 

Duchcflcs trudge the- ftr^ets here unattended: 

we have alfo friendly Othellos, FalftafFs, RicI^- 

ards the Third, and Harlequins, who entertain 

one daily for half the price of ypur Qarricl{;s 

IJarrys, and Rich's-— And (what you will fcarcely 

b)elieve) we can alfo offer you friendly folitude i 

for one may be an Anchoret here without being 

c^iflurbed by the queflion fFlby? — Would you 

fee the fortunate and benevolent Mr. Allen, 

l\is fine houfe, and his ftone-quarries ? Would 

you fee our law-giver Mr. Nafh, whofe white 

h?t 
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hat commands more refpedt atnd non-refiftancc 
than the Crowns of fome Kings, though no^r 
wofn on a head that is in the 8oth year of its 
age ? To promote fociety, good manners, and 
a Coalition of parties and ranks ; to fupprefs ' 
fcandal and late hours, are his views; and hQ 
fticceeds rather better than his brother-monarch* 
generally do : haften then your fteps ; for he 
may be foon carried off the ftage of life, as thq 
greateft muft fall to the worms repaft : yet, he 
is new-hanging his CoUeftion of Beauties, fa 
as to have fpace to hang up as many more 
futurd Belles. His Apelles is Howard (in cray- 
ons); his Praxiteles is Howard's Brother, who,' 
though a ftatuary, deigns alfo to exercjfe his 
art in fculpturc on humble paper-ceilings, which 
^t very handfome, 

You ridicule the trifles I fent you, by 
calling them elegant prefents : in revenge, I 
i§^nd you nothing this time in Joe's pocket but , 
^ bit of dirty rock, and a fnail petrified by 
the waters, hereabouts. If you pleafp, I can 
buy you, for four fliillings, a quart of durable 
cement, to make urjis, &c. in rock-work with 
thcfe fort of materials, and Briftol ftones, or 
pvcn of fhells. 

How infinitely I fcrawl ! I who can fcarcer 
Jy hold 'a p«n, and coyld no? write to my 

Nephew 



, A«Jieu,^ Mqpfiej?! : j^ n*€^ pqis pi^js j m? ^/iji 

1 am told your Frien4 Mft Graves does APt 
Ic^vc his Wife ^n inqh, 

P, S. I will make your eomplimeats ta aay 
body you pks^, let them live in what Utitucfc 
£;>ever, when you name th?m to me.-^Mr^„ 
May^ard fends her refpefts tg you.-^My Icjtter 
i^ fo. fcribbjed, interlined, and blotted, that I 
hope you will copy the part relating to tbq 
Houfe-keeper, inftead of fl^ewing her friend^ 
iny whole prepofterous letter. 

Pray, How dogs Eolqs's h^rp perform ? 
. Mr. Bradley's family are well recjovered frqn^ 
inoculation, and no^ m^ked. There werq 
feven or eight; at ope? ipopulite4 at horn? by 
Mr- Holyoafo ' 
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LETTER htXX. 

DEAR SIR, ParrcUf, Thuriaay, June 4th, 1751; 

HAD I had a fcrvant to fend to the Lea- 
fowcs, I fliould not hav^ dmitped thank- 
ing you for your kind (though Ihort) vifit, long 
before thi3 time: but Price and Joe were both 
^t London ; the reft of my domefticks ^1 nc^ 
ferrants, that are as unknowh to me as th^ 
road to your houfe is to them, Price came 
home in my poft-ch^ife ^aft Saturday, but re- 
turns to London on Friday next. He brought 
me a letter from Mrs, Wymondeibld, in which 
was the inclofed Poftfcript, ^s ^^Ifo a very di- 
minutive bottle o^ Sweets, which I fend with' 
this letter to the care of Mr. Wrfiiams. She goes 
to Tunbridge die firft week in July, and to 
Bath the firft week in Oiftober v between which 
feafons fhp will endeavour to prevail with her 
Father-ii^4aw to difpfhfe with her company 
three weeks, in prder to fpend them here 
with me. 

I muft now beg the favour of you to inftru<5t 

pie about the ceiling of my bed-room, which I 

would have adorned ^ little with papier macbe 

i and 
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and the ground painted of a colour ; but do 
not know where to get the paper ornaments, 
nor how to have them fixed tip : for no perfon 
hereabouts has the fmalleft idea of it,, Should 
not the ceiling and cove, which are at prefent 
plain ftucCo much cracked, be mended by the 
Warwick plaiflerer, before the reft is attempted ? 
Be fo goofi, dear Sir, as to fend me an anfwer 
to thefe qlieries as foon as poflible. 

When ^ou write to Mn Greaves, pray do 
not foiget.my compliments to him and to Mrs. 
Creayes^ whom I am forry 1 4id not fe^ at Bar- 
rcUs. 

. Let mc know how your new apartment goes 
on; to which this rainy weather will hayc; 
9aufed you to give frefti attention^ as you?. 
enviroQ^ cannot haye drawn you far from it ; 
and yet we; are in the month of June-^fo fays 
the Almaijack— but I cannot believe it, I 
^m at all feafons (however mutable /i&i^ may 
be) ever immutable in my friendihip tq you, 
9nd very much 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUOH, 
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Barrells, Satardayy Jaiie6th> ij^t* 
DEAR SIR^ 

YOUR quick return xo my trpublcfom? 
letter gave me much pleafure, but no 
furprize, as you have long accuftomed me to 
all friendly attentions on your part : but your 
taking down your whole ceiling to Tend me^ 
merely to fatisfy my impertinent curiofity, is 
a gallantry that quite confounds me ; and your 
maid's charging herfelf with it, and bringing 
it fafe, though unaccompanied, and . riding 
fingle, Ihews her a Heroine. Had you ktn 
me open the parcel, you would have found 
me a contrail to her. Fear and tren>bling 
feized me ere I read that it was extremely 
tender and apt to break. , It increafed fo much 
upon viewing the truth of that, that as I re- 
ceived the pieces I returned them in five. mi- 
nutes time to your fervant, left any thing 
ihould. happen to them here : but however, in 
that flvort time, I perceived that your advice 
to me was proper in regard to )wy ceilings and 
that your. ornaments i^uft look very pretty in 
y$urs, I will write to Bromwich to fend mc 

fome 
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^^ome in that tafte^ aiid will get the accidetital 
cracks I mentioned to you repaired j. after* 
which, if the Gentleman your neighbtttir favours 
me with a vifit and with his dircdions, it will 
infinitely oblige me. 

You pleafe me in telliHg m€ you havel had 
company, and more fo, in telling me^ you are 
not at prefelit the leaft averfe to fuch dilfipa- 
tion; for your averfenefs to it prevented the 
cfFedt which you feemed to want from fuch a 
remedy* I am myfclf too averfe to that remedy 
to wonder you are fo: but it is common to 
preach better than one praftifcs. 

I know Mrs, St^ley ; for I fuppofe you 
mean the Daughter of Sir Hans Sloane^ Sifter 
df Lady Cadogan i Admiral Smith I do not 
know: but who is there but muft wiih to 
]cnow him, wheny(ni fay he is the delight 0/ 
mankind?'— I am glad Lord Dudley is reftored 
to you, and beg my compliments to him and 
Mifs Lea.-**Mr. Outing is ftill at Henley at 
Mr. Holyoak's : he comes here fometimes as a 
day-vifiter ; fometimes ftays a night,^ which he 
cBd yefterday with Jack Reynalds'5 and they 
kft me this morning. He knows he is welcome 
for longer.— I am glad Sir George Lyttclton 
has a view to modern plans for his houfe; 

which 
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which ceftainly i)\Jght to be hiore modcth {ot 
more antique) than it is. 

MfS. WyhioAdefold in my opinion dcferVcs 
ho thanks for fuch an ideal ptefcht: for rAf 

, part, I faw nothing in the little bottle (which I 
durft not 6pth) but a green fmall fliadow : if any 
thing was ever in it (as undoubtedly there was) 

"it muft bave evaporated, Is Well it Height, 
being covered with iiothing^ and ftopt With d 
common gUfs-ftopper. — You do Price too 
xtiuch honour :•— he is at London •, how wetl 
or ///, I do not know at prefent. 
. Talking of illnefs, I mention with real con- 
cern tha;t of your maid^s After ; and the mort 
fo, as (he is a lervant you recommended tO" 
me, and Whom 1 much wished to havfe foUnd 
capable of the work her poft here obliged her 
to; which is \tk itfelf fuch as only a ftrong and 
healthy perfbn ufed to work can go through •, I 
mean when I have my whole diiry ; but fince (he 
has been here, I have had but one cow, and 
no labour ; yet the poor girl wa$ (eized witk 
pains in all her limbs about four days ago, 
which grew worfe, and are more fixed in one 
arm now. I no fooner knew it, but I fent for 
Mr. Holyoak, who is the per(bn with whom 
I intruft my own health : after he had talked 
wiA htty he told me (he faid any cold was 

apt 
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kpt to give her fuch pains (which he callecj 
rheumatic) 5 and that wetting her feet would 
do it immediately. This is a great misfoN 
tune to a fervant, and makes it impoflible to 
a miftrefs to keep one fo tender 5 and would 
be great imprudence in the fervant, however 
willing, (as I dare fay this is) to attempt it. 
Therefore hope dear Mr. Shenftone will hot 
take it amifs that I part with her. t o^er hei' 
and your own maid-fervant my poft-chaife to 
carry them together^ as it would be more eafy 
for Hannah on Monday ; and hope your own 
maid will acdept the offer, that fhe may a(^ 
company her fifter^ and alfo fee Barrells to- 
morrow (Sunday) with lefs incerruptionr 
I am, dear Sir, with conftant truth, 

Your faithful humble fervant^ 

H. LuxBORoyoM^ 

I enquired of youf dfian after Mrs. Arnolds 
If he does not tell her, pray let this letter fay^ 
I am her hearty well-wilherr 
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b B A R SIR, Bamlls, jfaly 19th, 1752; 

AS I have eight peoi^le at table, and as 
you fequeft me to difpatch the trufty 
and valuable Tom to-night, you muft not 
cxpefi: an anfwer fuitable to your agreeable 
letter, either in length or ftile : fo I haften to 
return thanks for your punftuality about the 
label, and, for your kind invitation to the 
Leafbwes. I muft ftext tell you the reasons 
you have been fo long without hearing fron^ 
me ; which are, Firft, A journey to Oxford I 
was obliged to take upon bufmefs •,, and fince 
that. Company I. have had in my houfe. At 
prefent, here are Sir Peter Soame and his Son, 
Mrs^ Davies,^ and Mr. Outing, who will write 
Jiis own excufe.*— My hanging-paper is arrived, 
and the cracks of the ceiling have been filled. 
The papier mache is not yet come, but is be- 
fpoke. — ^You may depend upon my inclination's 
guiding me to the Leafowes as foon as it is 
in my power t but I am as bufy in hay as you 
can poflibly be, and having loft half my fett 
of horfcs, and nek yet being able to fupply their 
X places. 
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places, the three remaining ones are fully em- 
ployed) and cannot be fpared for me to ufe; 
and moreover my ppft-chaife i^ gooc ta have 
new wheels put to it. Thefe diftrefles removed, 
I fliall wait upon you, and Lord Pudley ; to 
\a4\Qm, ^d to Mifs Lea, I beg my biift com* 
pliments.-s-?! fhewcd the D^his of my B^h- 
rack-work to your m^n Tom, whp will gurry 

a fmall balketful. 

..... # 

I am moft inviolably 

Your obliged humbl!? ferv^, 

H. LuXBQB.0iJGH« 

Sir Peter and Mr. Soame^ compltmcftts 
attend ypu« 
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* DEAR SIR, Barrells, Augaft i^th, 1752* 

YO U arc always obliging, but doubly fo 
now, in fending to enquire again after 
me, though I have not yet bpcn at the Lc»- 
fowes to thank you for all favours : but my 
company h^s but juft left me 5 luid whilft they 

were 
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;"wer5 here, i could neither find time to go any 
Vthc^rc, nor eyen to w,rii;e.*r-gir Peter Soaoie and 
hh Son arq gpne back to Hcydon. I carried 
JVIrs. Payies l^ome to Stratford yeftcrday-was- 
fcvepnigbt ; and tkis day fevennight Mr. Outkig 
^nt to Glouceflcrfhife, in order to embark 
laft Monday for Monpriputh : fp he may pro- 
bably be afraid with reafon, and become a prey 
to the Qifks having fo young a guide as his 
jpugil : arid, ^ I told him, if fuch an accident 
.jiapjened, nobody would pity him^ but all 
would lay (as in Moliere's play) 

«* Qa*alloitilfaircdanscettcgaIei!C?** 

This juvenile /^uty CQifififtji q{ Lord Somcr- 
vile*s two Sons, Outing's Pupil, himfelf, and 
Jack Reynalds ; who go this voyage by water 
they fcaow not why nor where. Lan^irinden 
diey talked of taking in their way, when the 
Somerviles, &c. lay here and formed this 
-party : but they were no fooner gone than I 
perceived Outing?s heart failed him, but he was 
alhamed to own it to them ; however, he faid 
he would go no farther thaa to Monmouth, 
and told Lane he intended to be back at 
Barrells.m a fortnight's time. If he is fo^ he 
will undoubtedly go with me to the Leafowes. 
If I can alfo get Mrs. Davies to go, fhe will 
X 2 contribute 
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contribute to our mirth, and will fiog all day : 
Sir Peter taught her two or three new fongs. 
She can lay with my fervant 5 fo that Ihe will 
not take up a bed the more. I have thoughts 
of going in my landau, and of fending back 
four of the horfes the fame night, and keeping 
two at your houfe, which will I fuppole be 
fufficient to carry me to the Grange, If con- 
venient to you, I propbfe going to the Lea- 
fowes on Friday the 28 th inftant : if not con^ 
venient to you, pray write me word. Price 
begs he may attend my coach.— I rejoice at 
your jollity, and will join in chorus, when you 
fing 

, ^< Baniilbns la melancolle :'* 

but your writing nothing I do not approve of, 
no more than of your not finifhing ipy Green 
Book.— *Your infcription upon the Label 
Ihould be Vin de Paifan^ without the j at laft. 

Joe tranflatcd the French receipt for cauli- 
flowers, and has dictated it to Lane, whilft I 
have been Writing this letter. 

My beft compliments wait on Lord Dudley ' 
and Mifs Lea ; and I am ever 

Moft fincerely yours, &c. 

H. LVXBOROUGH. 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 

•TWTOtwithftanding my partiality to Autumn^ 
X^ I long for Spring, as it will I hope 
bring you to Barrells, and as it ulhers in Sum* 
mer, which will carry me to the Lcafowes; 
where I will, as long as it is in my power, pay 
my ..devoirs to you,, and make libations to our 
departed Friend over hiS urn, which I am 
glad you have crefted to his memory j as I 
think it is pity that fo worthy a man Ihould meet 
with fo few people to pay to his memory, the 
honours it dcferves j and fo many, that, on the 
contrary, vilify his charader: And though I 
am far from laying a ftrefs uppn funeral pomp, 
no one ( Jacky R^najds excepted) ihed a teaf 
over his corfe, or h^ laid a ftone over his 
grave, — ^notwithftanding Lord Somervile is lb 
a great gainer by his dying, and the Vicar was fo 
great a one by his living : but ingratitude is 
now as falhionable as bribery and corruption. 

Here I end, left you fhould be quite tired 
out, and not return me an aflfwer foon, fqr 
fpar of drawing upon yourfelf a troubl^fomt 

* The be^jinning of this Lt%ttr U w^tiiig^ 
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reply. It is late ^ but I can, with the worft 
pen, and the fincercft heart affurc you, that 
J am, ^ Sir, \ ^ 

Your obliged and faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROlrOH. 



LETTER LXXXV, 

DEAR Sift, Bar^Ui» Sqptembd tSAf 175^. 

MR. Pixall has juft been faying he intemJfe 
to go home to-mOrrow.: Y6u wbuM 
other^ife hive heard from me by another con- 
veyance; for I could n6t lonjger have forborne 
returning my lincere thanks for the very 
obliging, hofpitable, and plcafing receptton I 
met with at the LcafoMres, and for your agree- 
able, though too fliort, vifit at Barrdls. 

My cough continues ; but I am othcrwifc 
well, and inhabit nfiy lower apartment and my 
Summer-houfe, where I hope to receive yon 
and Lord Dudley before the days grow much 
fhorter, and the elms quite bare. My Compli- 
ments attend his Lordfhip, Mifs Lea, and all 
your neighbours. 

My Dreffing.Room looks juft as /would, 

and 
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and as I believe you would have it (fo \«rell kas 
Mr. Pixall performed his part) ; and the feftoons 
over the windows arc not the leaft elegant or- 
namehts t)F the room:- the doors feem to mvy 
, the windows, and are in as plain a drefs as 
that of the Quakers ; but are ^cry ready to 
fubmit to any ormmcnt you will be pleafed.to 
bcftow. 

I defire the bearer may lead my coach-hoffe 
home 5 and I beg the favour of you to pay 
the farrier, and to let me know what his bill 
tomes to, which will be better than letting 
him make it to rtie, who am a ftranget*. 

I have juft been writing to the Earl aft4 
Countefs of Ferrers, from whom I received 
compliments this day, and information of theit 
iftarfiage; fo that my hand is firedy but my 
heart is indifai^akfy true to my friends^ and 
wouid be equally ferviceable, if po*cr was given 

Yoflr fafthful and obliged 

humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUQH.' 
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t E T T E R LXXXVI, 

&arrellsi Sonday, Oftober i5tli» 1752, 
PEAR SIR, 

AN Y mcffenger that comes from the 
Leafowes is fure to be welcome at Barr 
rcUs (as Hannah would have been, if you had 
permitted her to come).?— You arc very kind 
in being folicitous about my health, which is 
good now, 'my Birmingham cough has left 
,me •, but it continued a confidcrable time after 
you went fmm hence. 

I congratulate you upon having had fo 
much agreeable company, who will undoubt- 
edly vifit you often -, as, by your account of 
them, they feem to be people of tafte.-r-M]^ 
pride cannot be heightened by Sir George 
Lyttelton's approbation of my Lines, becaufc 
Mr. Shenftone had commended them before* 
and has thought them wprthy of being rcr 
touched by himfelf. 

Lord Dudley is flow in fixing a day for 
giving me the plcafure of his and yoyr com^ 
pany; buf I hope the refolutiofi ivijl come 

upon 
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lipon him fuddenty, and will as fuddenly be 
executed ; though I cannot promiie his Lord# 
ihip any pleafurc in the journey, except that of 
pblipng \ which I know is a great one to him, . 

Mr* Outing and I haye lived like two Hermits 
fince you left us. The few fine days we have, 
bad I have employed in making fmall improve* 
ment$ (alterations at leaft) in my Coppice, and 
in the way to it : but much more planting i| 
required ; an4 I want greatly a hedge that will 
grow as quick as yours dic^, and I fliall prize 
^t as much (but with far more reafon) as thQ 
%lfnerahk Pcan do^s his newly-found Pryi4': 
Jdol. 

I return your fmall Red Book, after having 
copied the Ode on ladolence, which pleafi^ me 
much.— I alfo fend you by trufty Tom thre? 
Rofes foi' your Gothic windows, which yoi| 
may fix up withput cenfure^ for thej^ arc aU 
fed. 

I dbferve ^our averfion to Au(umn con*^ 
tinues, and that, when you find your ipirits 
deprefled, you are ready to lay the fault on the 
feafon % but I take it that folitude is th? 
tchief caufe, and the nurfe oi painful ideas. 

I hope Mrs. Arnold is well, and (hall be 
obliged t9 her for a Guinea cock, when tout 
yiei^cnt. 



314 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

Pray rciftembdf' mfe kindly to Mn Pixall4 
fthdaOc fflie befpokemy long ftbola and£t^4 
jj^ate at Birmingham i .«d whethet* he fpokfe 
to Mr. WiiliatiiB f 

Adifcu. I irfh intcrtniptcid by Mr. John Rey- 
mids» and Mr. Bradlfcy, ilhd Lady Plymomh*i 
fcnrant, ftbm writing morfe 5 but never cin hi 
interrupted in my fentimfcm» of friendfliip and 
^ati€tide towards jfou^ which 9ft immutable. 

H. LyxBdROucH, 



■■ "^'•ift 
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Barrelisj ^aefd»y, OQober 24th, 17 ^u 
DEAR SIR, 

LONG liaO't I itp(i€tei the ple^ciri of 
youf ddi^patty and Lore! Dudtey'^^ bwt 
liav6 eipeftaS in vain ; anfd my impatience at 
the delay ^iU fufficiently ftiow the greater M- 
patience and the concern I now feel at fiiiditig 
royifelf t)bfiged to prolong that delay, ^bich 
I Wiflxed to fhorten.— f he truth is, tha ffty 
10 oii 



L E T T E R S» §18 

old fcrv«it Price is ftrtick wiOi a^alfsr, and 
one hdf of his body is dead > fo that h^ i« 
entirely helplcfs : ahd as his Wiight and fize 
do fiot kgrec widi the narrownefs of my garret- 
ftairs, Chere was not a poffibiiity of carrying 
hith, laftSaturdayi higher than the feft ftoryj 
where he has continued ever fince in die bed 
Mr. Outing lay in till then •, and another pcr- 
.fon l^ys in "the other bed, in the lame room, to 
be ttjady arc haiidtb afHft him, and turn him as 
he lays. This accident, and the confcquences 
of it, perplex me a good deal j but it was 
unavoidable: lor lb fklthftll an T5M felTawt 
could not be fent out of the houfe, unlefs in- 
humanity had guided me; which I hope will 
never \x the ctkfe, though t- foi^eit tny- 'own 
pleafure •, for I cannot aflc to fee you and Lord 
Ehidley, where I couM not lodge ,you. I have 
literally but one fpare bed at prefent, and that 
is ufed by Dr. Wall when he comes to the 
fick man. — I never till^ now wiihed for a fpa- 
cioos habitation : my fmall one was fufEcient 
for my ufe, arid fully fatisfied my ambition'} 
t»ut now that it bahiflies my friends, it is in- 
ft^portable to me : it js, however, but -for a 
time, and that, I hope, a fiort one. As foon 
9s thcie difficulties are removed, 1 will acquaint 

yoa 
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you of it for my own fake. In the mean time, 
be pleafed to prcfcnt my compliments to Lord 
Dudley and Mifs Lea, and acquaint his Lord- 
fliip of my difappointmcnt.— *Mr, Outing prc- 
fcnts his compliments to you, and alks your 
commands to London, where he is obliged to 
go foon.-^I am moft fincercly, dear^Sir, 

Your obliged humble fenrant, 

|i. LvXBOROVOHt 



LETTER. LXXXVIIL 

DEAR 8 IR4 B«rrell8, November 6tli, 175s. 

IT is both kind and polity of you to fend 
~ fo far to enquire after my honeft old fervant 
Price : but the anfwer is fuch as I believe you 
gucfs:— He is no more. It pleafed God to 
fcleafe him from his mifery, but not till yefter- 
day morning, at two or three o'clock. He had 
his fenfcs to the laft, and made his will. W? 
propofe \o bury him on Wednefday. I have 
fcnt into Hercfordfliire for Mr. Smith, the 

Clergyman 
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Clcrgyjtnan yoii faW here. 'My"^hurrjr, and the 
c6nfblion of my * houfe, has been very great^ 
and is not yet at .an end : The having almoft 
all new fervants makes it lay harder upon me»* 
—Mr. Outing was* to have gone for London 
tQ-day ; but does not go till next Monday, and 
defires his beft compliments to you. 
; If you fee Mr. Pixall, pray fay that I do 
not mean to give two guineas for a fender j 
and I even think I need not have any bought : 
but would be glad of a fmall grate; and I 
am obliged to him for the trouble of getting 
the things made which I befpoke.— My great 
Parlour looks very handfome now it is painted 
witli flake- white. 

Thanks for your Stanza to Admiral Smiti^ 
which 'is genteel and elegant. You arc happy 
in^ having neighbours defervirig of yoUi* pahc^ 
gyrips.— Mrs. Dillon's beauty claims a con?.' 
iiderable place, among them.— I can fcarcdy 
form ah idea of Lady Lyttclton prefiding over 
a Dairy, any more than I fliould.of the vene- 
rable Dean, if yoia told me hi preferred i 
modern Guinea to a copper. Ocho. ; 

My belt, compliments pray, at the Grange I 
and hope the vifit intended me, though poftr. 
poned, will be made ere long. 

I fend you Mrs. Wymondcfold'* compli- 
6 ments 
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«ent» IP jfwju.afid hep mfm for im coning 
thft fitniiijiil. fil wliif h I Ifftve .ymi> aftfr ^ucing 

JMU tM I Wli i}e^ Sir, 

Your ff CI? obligad and faadiibl . 
' ^ H. LuxBOR^i^m 

Sir Fctcr Soame wrote ine iiis complim«its 
for jroii. 
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I THINK it long fince i heard from, you} 
and vmite H^h only ta enquins after yoii, 
i^nd to fay that I hope it will not be Ipng he&DC 
I have the pleafure of feeing you and Lord 
Dudley here. 

It ftem; the Pediment for Venus's Temple 
has been fini&ed an4 brought hither theft 
niiijS months^ I have defired Mr. Hands, to 
defer er^&ing it tili you come, fince it has not 
been done before, by my being ignorant of it| 
i^eing herr» 

Lord 
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' };^c)rd and Ladf Plymouth diqod hetc kft 
m^y and Mi^%- Kaadal nvide im a vifit *tvo 
i^ys before; except which, f^litude has reigned 
tnumpbaQt hei?e : but, whe|herwitfa or wthout 
oompaay, I feel i^y&lf equally attached to my 
firionds i and, in oonfequeacej^ muft ewr be^ dear 

Your faithfol humble fenrantj 

H. LUXBOROUOH? 

P. S. I write in a hurry"^ by my waggoa 
which gq^si for ?Q§ls, 

I have not heard from Mn Outing fince he 
went to Londoji. 



LETTER XC. 

p E A^R SIR, BarrelU, Pci^emher 4^, 175;^; 

THAT you are twQ letters in my debt I 
do not reproach you ; for the la(t which I 
inclofed to Mr. Williams, I imagine neither you 
nor be ever received. It was Lo aflc if I fliould 
not now be favoured with your company and 
Lord Dudley's at Barrells i to whom I defired, 

and 
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and do defire, my beft compliments : and to pr^^ 
vent farther m^akeSj or even delays j I (end Joieph 
to enquire after your health, and when I may 
depend upon the pleafure of feeing you?— 
My Parterre and Shrubbery are frozen, and 
will yield .you no pleafure : but my hearth and 
my heart are warm to receive my friends^ 
which I hope you will believe, though you arc 
, oftly told it by fingers fo *num*d with cold, 
that they can fcarcely fay this truth, which i« 

,tfaat I am ... 

* ", . 

Your obliged and fincere friend, &c. 

H. LUXBOROVGH.; 

When you write to Mr. Greaves, pray make 
my beft compliments to him and to Mrr. 
Greaves. I owe him more civilities than I 
can pay^ for his obliging exprefllons of me in 
the letter you fhcwed me, and for his remem- 
brance of the cornel-tree, which I hope he 
will be able to procure, and that Mrs. Gream 
has not forgot the polyanthus*root. 
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LETTER XCI. 

Barrellsy January iith^ 1753* 
t>£AR SIR, Prom my Bed, 

THIS is^ upon my honour, the firft 
moment I have been able to hold ^ 
pen fince I received your obliging letter ; 
^ gad I wajs unwilling to fend withput writings 
or dictating at leafl:; but I could do neither. 
Lane would have wrote of her own accord^ 
^nd I WQuld have permitted her, had I con- 
fulled m<erely gpqcj manners j but friendfhip 
liquid have remained unfatisfied, and t;he de^ 
^icacy of yours might h^ve made you fuggeft 
that I was more dangeroufly ill than I re;all^ 
was. 

My diforder proceeded I believe fropl 9 
cold I got the day we went to fee the Monu* 
pient: and after you kft BarreUs, it turiied 
IP a fever pf a flow kind^ chiefly nervQusj 
ajtteaded \5rixh pains in my bowels, which, 
ajdkjied to wa^it of reft, have weakened me 
§) .niiffih^ that I have not yet qroflcd my 
sggm^ iff^ h^ve I &cn a mortal except Podtor 
Y ' Wall 
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Wall and Mr. Francis Holyoak, and once 
Mrs. Bradley and good Mrs. Holyoak of 
Oldbarrowj, who was fo kind to fit up with 
me. As to Mrs. Davies, fhe has not enquired 
after me, nor have I heard from her, or of 
her, fincc you was here j nor indeed of a con- 
fiderable time before: Why, I cannot tell. 
Whenever I do hear, I will make her your fup- 
pliant compliment, and make no doubt but 
you will foon be forgiven. 

I rejoice that you and Lord Dudley were 
not the worfe for your difagreeable journey: 
I ihall, for the future, hold the Saracen's Head 
in great efteem for having fhewn you the hofpi- 
tality it onte denied me. — I beg of you to 
make my beft compliments to his Lordlhip, 
with m^iny thanks for his kind vifit, which 
gave me great pleafure.—- Do this by letter, if 
he is out of the country. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley are pleafed and ho- 
noured with your kmd remembrance; and it 
was as welcome in your Poftfcript as if it had 
beert in a higher place. They, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Holyoak, defire their beft refpcfts iand 
thanks for your kind invitation to the Lea- 
fowes'. Mifs Molly went to Worccfter the 
day after I received your letter, and had juft 
time to receive your commands, which flic 

feems 
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feertis prbne to obey in every particular. Her 
Mamma defires . you will keep your brains 
fteady,* and not think it neceffary they Ihould 
be affcfted, becaufe Ihe in mirth called them. 
fo : and as you prefcribe rules of behaviour to 
her daughter, fbe, in return, prefcribes to you 
to (hake off the depreffion of fpirits you com- 
plain of; and, if folitUde and refledtion caufe 
it, to quit your Ihades for a time, and vifit 
your friends, without admitting one refleftion, 
till the days arc long, and the fun has cheared 
the heart and cyes^ and has brightened all 
gloomy ideas ; for you are her favourite pupil; 
and fhe would not give a dading for a fplen- 
€tic one. I add to this my humble requeft 
that you will con over Mr. Green's Poem 
called Sple]^, or clfe comppfe one yourfelf, 
to keep you 'out of idlenefs.— ^ pr^/>^^^ finifli 
tfte Ode you muft, fiftce I have named it to 
the Diichefs- of Somerfet, whofc anfwcr I: in- 
clofe in this letter. As to the Grcen-Book, 
how fhould I truft you with it a fccond time? 
but it ihall be copied. 

. No enemy, to you fHall ever find ianftuary 
in, njy houfe •, therefore 1 fent the Abyfiinian 
Heroi whom you conquered^ to remain yout 
t^ptive, and affift at your triumph^ or receive 
death from your hands^ when they are no% 
Y 2 better 
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better employed: attd liis (ekitMiA harmfc^ 
companion accompanies him^ hoping wid^ hfe 
mtritcaJ inftrument to kit your anger to fieep, 
•^I hope they m^dhed to the Leafbwcs timd 
enough to wifli )*►» ^ happy new year ) y^kk 
1 do moft fincerely $ and am^ dear Sir, 

Your ever obliged 

and faishful fervant. 

Lane defircs htr heft relpcds^ 



LETTER XCIL 

^ S A R SIR, B«rf»Ui, Fd)riiai7 2, 175^ 

IT is true the time has appeared .foiig 
fihcfe i heard frorfi you ; hut tnoft of It 
has been a feries of fuch very bad we^theiv 
^at I A*^ouki riot have bought even the -pica* 
fure df a letter frttn you at the expense trf tht 
hazards my friend Thomas inoft hafve run ih 
brihgihg it. Were Ito tell him fbj -he ^<»M 
not conceive hdwgf eat a compliiiientl-paidhim'j 
9 fior. 
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nor can you. Sir, u&k& you guefs zt the degree 

of joy you 49brd me each time you write^ 

Scours, dZ iM^ring ffom me^ iwould {frhaps b^ 

reciprocal, if I coul4 entertain yop m well ; 

but alas ! how fkr Ihprt an^ { pf being able 

to entertain you at all! particularly at thi$ 

titne, that my i^irits ai^e ^qt pnly depreffed 

with what afFeds yows, a^ Xoliitudq, winder 

ftorms, and more heayy winter evenings, but 

i^ by the ifaorm ;my DMg}Her*$ impr^adence 

($0 call it by no woffe ^ ^me) jbfis raifed 

not ooly in iier family, but ^n the ^orld. This 

melancholy fccne to her friend^ is I fuppofc 

an amuiement to the )public, and will fhortiy 

fae a ftill greater one, who will divert them- 

felvcs .at her and her favourite's expence, whilft 

Jier Huiband and Friends Imnent her, fQlIy.-^^J 

had a letter of condolence to-day upon this,fyb- 

jeA, which isiio fccrct,one, Jfrom ;tbe Duchei^ 

af Somerfet; but, a3 it is a kind qf fcrmon, I 

.will fpare you fo fcrious an epiftlc, which 

win be more ufeful jvhen yaqr ipirics are too 

tijuch enlivenec^, (if they ever are fo) than at 

ithis languid feafon.*^— I defire you will not fail 

^o write to Mr. Greaves for the Ode, that I 

may keep my word with Her Grace : and when 

you write, aflure him of my eftcem, and make 

^^ cpmj)limcnt5 to his agreeable Wife.— I re- 

Y 3 turn 
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turn the enamelled Label for a bottle, which 
I fuppofc is meant for him. The defign gf it 
is exceedingly pretty; and I Ihould not, fo 
Jong have deprived him of the plcafure of fecr 
ing it, had I not waited for your fervant to 
carry it fafe, who, by the way, was fo kind, 
to bring me a pretty large book from Aris, 
who bound it for riie : it is called ^^ Memoirs of 
•" fev'eral learned Ladies of Great Britain." I 
have not read it ; and Ihould not have fub- 
fcribed to it, but to oblige a Lady who der 
fired me, having no idea of its merit ; therefore 
I do not ' fend it you : befidcs, how ihould 
trufty Tom be able to carry that, and with it 
thirteen more things I load him with, to leave 
at Birmingham ? viz. ift, a jack for boots -, 
idly, a reading-delk ; 3dly, a cribbage-board ; 
4thy, a pair of fnuffers ; 5thly^ a ruler j 6thlyi 
an eighteen-inch rule ; three pair of nutcrackers 
make nine things ; a lemon-fqueezer, ten •, two 
candiefticks make twelve ; i piquetrboard, 
thirteen :r— but left you Ihould think the bur- 
then too great for your man or your borfe, be 
it known that thefe thirteen ufeful things go 
all into one coat-pocket, and are made out of 
one piece of mahogany, eighteen inches long, 
when open, nine when Ihut, and barely five 
bjoad. Mr. John Reynalds brought this Pro- 

' ^ ' teus 
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teui yefterday to Ihcw me, and I fend it to 
have one made by it j firft, for the curiofity of 
this maggotty invention ; fccondly^ for the ufe 
of it, when it is in the ftaapc of a reading-dclk. 
I faw him take his boots off with it with eafe 5 
and I believe it is equally good as a lemon- 
Iqueezer, I think a place might be contrived 
to let in a fmall ink-bottle and a pen: but 
as it was invented by a General^ that utenfil 
gave place to others more immediately ncceflary 
to his profeffion. 

But now for Egotifm (for you aflc after mc^ 
and muft be obeyed) : I have never been below 
flairs fince I wrote to you laft, and never but 
once fince I faw you, and that was fo long ^o 
as New-year's-day, when I went down, for a 
very few dull hours, and have been ill, fince j 
but am now pretty well ; and my lower rooms 
have had fires njade in them fome days, by way 
of preparing them for the reception of my per* 
fon, which moves but flowly towards them ; 
though I believe I.lhaH go down the ladder, if 
any charitable perfon coiries to neceive me at 
the bottom> I ejcpefted it would have 1)cea 
Mrs. Davies with her Mother-in-law, Mrs, 
Bardct, for whom I offered to fend my 
chaife to-morrow 5 but they choofe to defer 
their vifit one or two days. As to Mrs. Holy- 
, ¥4 oak. 
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b^lC) who was a very chearful neighbour, Ihe 
J(as never been l^ere fincc the death of her fc- 
cqtid fon (whofe death, by the way, is rather 
good than ill fortyne to his family) 5 apd Mr^ 
Holybakhas been here b\it once, though itik 
above G^ weeks ago j and Mifs Molly lives at 
Wwceftcr.— Mr, Allen is dead.-^Mr. Bradtej^ 
has been at Londcni, but called 6n me yefter- 
day; as did Dr. Wall on Sunday, Who telh 
pie a turnpike-foad is xo be made (by an Aft 
of Parliament promoted by Sir George LyttcU 
ibh) from Stotrrbfidge to Brohiigfovfe 5 and, 
by Lt)fd Plymouth's defire, oQ to Jlewelk an4 
to Cra'btjs tfofs ; which laft place is biit fix 
fe?!es oiF; and from it one enters tipon the 
lliil^e^ay. Y6h fee how I ftudy ^t topO^ 
bflphy of tlie country, and all In order td 
facilfcate the agreeable yifits I propoie aifliually 
io hi^ketothe'L^fbwes. You, Who do ncSt'trwe) 
'isirlth Fotir-wKeeled vehicles, want not fuch helps : 
^Vhy ^tlfen come you riot f. Pray anfwer, / cme^ 
knd^beas good Us your word. It i§ true the in- 
Vitatibn is rtiercehary, and nothing als yet make; 
©arfeHs ia defifable refidence : the Aviaty v^ 
tirtpeopled, the Qardeh J)roduces only fnow^^ 
Brbpi, cfoduTes, &c. -anfl all the melody of tHfc 
tJro^e fe the vbite df rooks ; but feeing thehi 
tniiift (^hich |hey have begun to do) introducC|| 

S|>rin^, 
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jBpting, or at leaft the liof>es of its ^irick ap-^ 
pearance, as it isf approjiching fo n<Bar--'Next 
week Mrs. Da^^ies .will be htrt^ who, when 
|he is in fpirks herfetf, crflivcfnS dthcrs : tome 
then wd partake of htr gaietf , as I ihaJll 'havtt 
nothing elfe fo good to^offer you j for at prcfent 
I am acquainted only with itnpak^ chimnics, 
and various kinds 6f bad weather, which, for 
pznt of company, makes me lead dircftly f h$ 
}ife of a dormotrfe.H^I ihall certaml^ grow td 
fny chair, or become lethargic, }f my friends 
^6 not take qobpaiflion on me. As to my only 
Jiear neighbours, I giVe up the thoughts of ex* 
l^edking it; for I neither fee nOr I^ear any thing 
from them, but by their fervaht-boy, who 
comes regularly three time)5 a ^eek to defife 
the News-paper, 

jiu refte, (according to the French phrafe) J 
fend you to read Mademoifelle de Maintenon'j 
luetters in the original : you ihall fee the Eng^ 
Jilh tranflation, if you pleafe ; but the ftilc ii^ 
jFrench is as good as the fenfe, which is a 
Rouble profit to the reader. I alfo fend (but 
"^ithfome reluftance, becaufe I have fcrawled 
faniily things in the margin ; which I do not 
intend any Ihould fee, but fuch a friend a$ 
ypu) the Life of Lqrd Bolingbroke, which 

interefts 
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interefts me, as he was my Brother: perhaps 
it may not intercft you \ in which cafe you 
need, not read it,—- Neither Poetry nor Plays have 
approached me of a long feafon, and news I 
learn only from the worft hands, viz. the 
news-paper writers. My correfpondents are few : 
the Duchefs of Somerfet is too much retired 
to hear of what paffes, and is too much wrapt 
up in religious and iporal reflections to admit 
of other fubjedls, in ber letters. — ^Sir William 
Meredith and his Sifters are not yet arrived at 
London. Sir Peter Soamc lives almoft always 
in the country ; and Outing is too lazy to 
write a line more than he is obliged ta Happy 
would you be if I were fo too, who have wrote 
fo much, tlut there is room for no more, but; 
;ha]t I am, with unfafhionable fmcerity, 

^ Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUCH, 
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LET T E R xem. 

From my Smoaky Room> on thU 
FirftDayof April, 17S3» 

BE it known that I am angry ; I would even 
fay vtry angry, but that you would not 
believe, fince I wriie iSiAfend to the pcrfon who 
has offended me; meaning, dear Sir, your 
identical felf, who have neither anfwered my 
laft tetter, nor come to yifit my Hermitage, 
though preffihgly invited. I offered you Mrs, 
Davies's company, i^ being more chearful than 
my own ; but ihe is g6n< (after a month'3 
ftay) : fo now it is incumbent upon you to do 
penance here on this fpot. tp atone for* your 
jpaft fault : and penance it will be, as I ^m quite 
alone in this duil habitation. But remember 
it is Lent, ^nd the yifit will be a meritorious 
adtion. As to my own merit, (if any there 
be in retire;nent) it will all be loft ; for fudi 
agreeabje company and converfation will tyrn 
Lent into 9 feftiyal; buf let it dp fo, I will 
i-un the rifle of the punilhment, if you, Sir^ will 
fnakc the pilgrimage. At this feafon me- 
jphinks my Shrubbery oyght to invite you \ but 
:. ?9 W 
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to ntfftlf it is unknown ; and all the intelli* 
gence I have from it is by a few fnowdrops 
and polyantbafes, which are-dailf ieni: as ambaf* 
fadors into my chamber, tied up in a noiegay, 
but in no ways inviting, though joined with 
the kind laureftinus, triio is indeed a friend in 
diftrefs^ (as you called him) and is moft wel- 
come in winter : but I couid atmoft wiih tp 
frarve him out^ fi^bt, and even the JS^/Vs fweet 
liote out of -bearing, ^ they remind me of th« 
melancholy winter that is fcancefy paft ; and 
nothing agreeable as yet denotes approaching 
gfpring. I fet MrSi Davicii Jto tranictibe the 
Green Bodk, and began it m^ieif : it was oot 
quite fimihed, fo Jftie qarried it to Stracford^ 
but H is fafe, and almoft dofie^^ and you fhaH 
have the copy, Buc wheiie arc the prettjr 
paintings I was to :hav€ ? You fee how 
covetous I am, and how a little Feoeiyec^ 
tndces me grafp ^t morc: bat as coyetoufneft 
IS irtfatiable, fo is your fund of fv^plying \% 
Jnexhauftible. 

I ^cxpcft Sir William Meredith foon^ wh^ 
•will I hope tell me news^ or bring me ntn 
'jhings to read 5 all whichMs uncertain : in the 
^nean time, I haye read the Gamejter zsid tka^ 
^rotbtrs^ and a book caUed Manners. As ^ 
the Qam^fier^ jo% hav? undoubtedly read ^t; 
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it is tr^e it draws teai^s, and ftcxBs aidtipted ta 
do good^ which I faeartify mOx it majF ; biit 
it i» nmch upcNi a footing with <r«^r JBimih 
<e^^ atid in mj mind) the heroine's genera- 
lly and good nature is rather overftrained : bus 
^oie \irho -pmat for the ftage in^li: dr«v7 Uxffx, 
than lift. IThe Briabers i k^^e aifo readl, an<j|f 
belieye it tp be a wdl*^rote piece; but a^ it i« 
j^tiy, you Me the bcft judge 2 find it is liked, 
afid» i think, wkb reafon. The Bricklayer^a 
perforflianoe h a Axtprmttg om in himt ^^d 
lias «0 be foase infinitely nx)re fpinit than the 
ocfaor tmgedy caUod aHb fke Earl of J^jffitc i but 
1 «0ei(rer i«qs ffond c^the fufc^tSt. As thefe plays 
tritt mi but ar cQimer q£ jny:{&p%au'$ p0<^ty^ 
I -Teiid thmi) litoogh well perfu^ded fou ojuft 
h^€ read t^m ; bitt he can eafi^y brieg tbem 
back. With them ^oes Yio\mx^*a Defence of 
my Brodier Sotiiigbitike*s Letters, &c. 

sDid yoco* man ifhew fou the Uttie jack for 
bodts, and all the apparacqs ? If 4t is at 
Birmingbaintofarri^op^ for inie,.Jaiqph may 
a(k after it; for I order him to return that: 
^ay with axompiatxifiHt :to my^nelfliliontC^ain 
Samervile, who ^ opmtwi rtbere, and whp 
l&yhere with Mr« IJohn £cynalds a we§k ^o :. 
it is Lord Somervilc's eldeft Son I mean; he 

whom 
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whom you may perchance have feen at Edftone ^ 
he longs to fee the Leafowes, and has ahnoft 
as many good qualities as that place has beau-* 
ties. I find your Beauty Lady Diana Jggerton 
is married, but not to the lover I faw her with 
the laft feafoh that I was at Bath. — ^Mr. Outing 
is, I believe, at London, ia Charles Court j but 
not an echo fpeaks his name .to me, nor does 
« poll boy bring a line from him^ I would 
leave him to his contemplations or his non-. 
occupations, had not fome particular bufinefs^ 
urged by Lord Luxbprough, obliged me to. 
write, to convey a letter from the latter to him-r 
fo there are hopes that wc Ihall hear once more. 
6f him,, and even from him; but T will not 
anfwer for it. Jack Reynaldis: fays, " to ht 
^^ fure he is going to be married to his^ friend 
*' Captain Swete's rich widow." 

How does Mr. Greaves and his agreeable? 
Wife ? My query is not interefted ; though 
I confefs I wifh for the pretty polyantlau^ root 
1 faw there, which Mrs. Gniaves politely of* 
fered me. - • c 

Alas! will no, Chriftian be fo charitable as 
to beiftowtone fingle pen capable of writing; 
upon a deftitute fcribe? No*, then farewell 

ia 
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in the moft laconic ftile, for I can write no 
more than 

Yours, &c, &c. 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 



LETTER XCIV. 

DEAR SIR, Barrells, May izth^ 1753. . 

YO U may be certain that I have been ill, 
fince you have not had a letter from me 
of fo long a time j for, next to converfing 
witfh you, nothing pleafes me fo much as cor- 
r6fp6nding with you by letter. When Mr! 
PixelJ was laft here, I was fo little able to anfwer 
the obliging letter you wrote by him, that I 
could not fo much as fee him ; for I was in 
bed all day, I fhould have rejoiced to have 
contributed towards his Son's fuccefs, in 
what he defired to obtain at Stratford; but 
unfortunately I have no intereft there : Mrs, 
Kendall gone to Lord Exeter's, and Mrs. Davies 
gone to London,-— to whom could I apply ? 
(for Mr. Pay ton he was fure of before, as well 
9JS of Mr. Kendrick) yet I did venture to write 

to 
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io Mr. Bri^iam and Mrs. Bcutlet : the fymqr 
was from home, but has fince fent me the ia- 
doled anfwer; and Mrs. Davies has alfb wrote 
me a line about it, which I inclofe. I advi&d 
with Mr. Jdui Ranalds about the affair, who 
iaid there was no way he knew of^ but for 
Mr. PixeU, the Father, to go and canvafs, and 
get nine or ten Aldermen together and make 
them drunk, and coniequently they would be 
friends to his Son. — ^It is too true that this 
kind of proceeding prevails in England much 
feqn^ than mtiiu 

I fin4 your neigl^bpurs ^nd^mine ech^ndi 
other, Jir and e^ercife ! . air qn4 exerdfi ! and we 
po foQuer obey but we get cold, and becon^ 
incapable of evjen takiqg the ^r ^nd eye^?d|i^ 
which the houfe a|id g^4ens afibrd. I aq| 
fujc^ I find it fo; for though I arp l^tc^* v^ 
health) I h;ive fuch ^ viplent pain in w^ fao^ 
gnd teeth, that I can gef no fleep, ftpjr ^fjflj 
myfelf to any thing. This, added to npy IftWr 
nefs of fpirits, will certainly inlpice me with 
very bright tbcmgbts to adorn my letter ! but ]£ 
dulaefs is my lot, I cannot help it^ and you 
are tpo can4id nqt to pardon me, though JJ 
•jmmb you with ir. 

I fent my ho.rfes to Londqn lafl: Wednjdfd^ 
to fetch Mrs. Davies apd my new opi^^friot. 

I expeft 
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I €xpc£t to fee them on Monday at farthefl:^ 
and then will take from her the copies Ihe has 
wrote out of your Green Book, which flie 
locked up at Stratford before fee went her 
journey* Your atber Green Bosk is a curiofity 
more worthy Dean Lyttelton ; but is far from 
diminilhing my real value for the unadorned, 
unembellifeed, un;-illuminated Green Book, 
which you allow, me to call my own.— But to 
return to the laft Green Book : I muft: fay it is 
beautifully illuminated, and the gilding is, in 
my mind, furprizingly well laid on ; and as to 
the price, you muft have paid the nian with 
indulgences ; for the money you gave Is In 
no ways adequate to the value. I never faw 
but one like it, and it is the property of Sir 
William Meredith, whofe merit you extol in 
fix as elegant lines as I ever read. 1 want to 
fee the wJiole copy of verfes complete 5 and 1 
much want to fee you two here together* If 1 
have not that fatisfaftion, the fault will be 
yours.— I expedt him foon. He is at Wi- 
gan in Lancafeire, making intereft to be cho- 
fen Member, of Parliament: his Sifters are at 
London in a new houfe he has taken, except 
the Countefs Ferrers, who is already gone out 
of town> and I believe was there but a few 
weeks.. 

Z ' 1 con* 
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I congratulate you upon Mr. Hylton's be- 
coming your neighbour : he feemed to me of a 
gentle difpofltion, and capable of being a good 
friend, as well as dcfirous of becoming one by 
his obliging behaviour.— Yoirr correfpondence 
with Lord Dudfcy cannot be otherwift than 
amufihg and inftruftive; for you fay you feldom 
write to bitHy and never bear from bim. I ima- 
gine the cafe is much the fame between you and 
Outing ; from whom I hear occafionally, but 
feldom i and fcarccly ever but upon bufineis. 
Mr. Reyndds tells me he ftill complains of his 
pupil, who is not yet gone to fea.— The two 
Captains Somcrvile are at Litchfield on ac- 
count of the Review. 

P. S. The Moralities and Crito I fend back : 
the former is certainly /r//^-iflimo ;. the latter 
is the reverfe. I have read with ple^fure' the 
new Tranflation from Solez of the Conqucft ot 
Mexico, correfted by Mr. Hook, Author Ot 
the Roman Hiftory ; and find it fets that evfcnt 
in a new light by the old author, and in much 
newer and better language than we have ever 
fcen it before, by means of the new ti'atlflation. 
—What you fay of Mademoifelle Maintenon's 
Letters is perfcftly true ; but I could not have 
known how to fay it, though I felt it ; fo litdfe 

Of 
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rf a critic am I •, and yet I Aink I could cri- 
tACVzt ^lapon her feritimcnts, which, when com- 
pardl ^ith tier aftions, feem not a Kctle ihypo- 
criticail. Wc *aH fee iier Life m print 
fliortly, and then we may judge -better, if it is 
wrote fairly. 

I juft now have fent for the learned Mr. Humei 
mf Gardesier, 420 cenfuJt about your iiot-bed 
for meidnft. He affuirs xsic at is too iate to 
aUn at haYiQg anjr this year; but wM dii^e^b 
y4wr man how to proceed agamftthe ittiet* Had 
you wiK^te about it in your laft letter, I oeiildittn: 
only have a£fted you with advice, but aifb 
with feeds and plants. — I have ckoeedmg fine 
anemoniesi, but :thc Gardener fays they wiil 
die long before they get to you 4 :crther« 
wife you ihould have had a p^ to wMr ^m 
your hreajir^l am promifed a ccrnel trtc j but 
muft wait till September. 

I c^udd laugli (if you would forgive it) at 
ycu and your apothecary ; dne one feaxs the 
fteeple will fall on his head,, and therefore 
dreads the foiind of the bells : the other lives 
a mile- or two off, and gives money to have 
thofe Jddls made 'harmonious, though he cannot 
hear them : the latter has to be fure a more 
public fpirit, and the other a more prudential 
one;, according to the felf-ihtercftcd fcheme of 
Z ^ things. 
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things. Upon the whole, I vote for no bells 
ringing when Lord Dudley comes into the 
country, but thofe pretty ones I was fo fond 
of hearing in your hall ; and methinks I would 
go and join chorus, 

<< Down with yoor Caps to the Ground, Boyi ;*^ 

but firft. Sir, be pleafed to come here, and fee 
the fpontaneous beauties of my Coppice ; for 
you never come till they* have run their race, 
and are no more. In Ihort, if you will not come 
foon, I will not go to the Leafowes at all. By 
the way in which you take this* threat, I Ihall 
know if you choofe my company.— Be fo good 
as to let my Gardener fee Lord Dudley's Green- 
Houfe and Hot-Hoyfes: he begged leave to 
fee the Leafowes ; and as jou had afked him, 
I could not well refufe. 

Your idea of the ink-ftand's preventing the 
new machine from being ufeful as a pair of 
breeches, made me laugh (though alone) fo. 
loud, that Lane heard me. She prefents her 
refpeds, and I my afieftionate compliments. 

H. LUXBOROUOH. 
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LETTER XCY. 

PEAR SIR, Earrells» June 23-49 175 ^ 

YOUR two letters arriving almoft in the 
fame minute, roufed me in fome mca- 
fure out of the lethargic difpofition^ or rather 
the heavy ftupefaftion I have been opprefled 
with fome time, notwi'thftanding what I have 
fufFered, and do fufFer, by a violent pain in my 
face and teeth, enough to have given Ijpirits, 
though not by an agreeable method; whereas 
nriine are as dejedted as you can poffibly ima- 
gine; and I fee no immediate reafon tp hope 
their ^edy amendment, 

I very feldom have viflted my Shrubbery j 
and have th^n been obliged to be often fup- 
ported J or to fit down 2 and as to my new 
ehaife, (which is a chariot, or rather a landau- 
let, only drawn as a poft-chaife) I have been 
in it but twice^, and then forced* in. The. kft 
time was only to Oldbarrow, about four days 
ago, and have not recovered the fatigue yet,, 
nor been down ftairs. but^nce. This grim 
^fcriptionof myfelf will not recommend me 
Z 3 aa 
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as a companion or a correfpondent -, but I am 
equally a friend; for my fentiments, thank 
God, arc not infedted,, though my fpirfts and 
body fuflfer. I am forry you are inclinable 
to fuch dejcftion, which I know fo well how 
to* pity : bM hope you will fhake it ©ff wfth 
more cafe, and that I (hall fee you briflc 
and bonay at this place ere lox>g> with your 
good and agreeable Friend 

I will not fail to fend your packet to the 
Duchefs of Somerfet, and to -obey all youc 
commands; but it is too big for thcpoft.— i 
have read the Qdc, and think it caa receive no 
amendment. 

I underftand that Mr. Hylton aiid Mi& 
Rock both come down with Lord Dudley, and 
that Mifs L — is jealous of Mils R-—— ,. who 
it feems is very pretty ; and that they are to 
flop in Buckinghamshire, in their >Vay. 

The plural number concerning letters, in the 
firft line of mine, ipay puzzle you -, but means^ 
the letter you fent me to-day by trufty Thomas,, 
as alfo that you wrote (ia part to me) ta Mrs*. 
Davics, dated the 9th,. which flic fent for my 
perufal juft before your fervant came in ; ^d 
it rejoiced me to Jfind you had remembered^ 
when I feared the contrary. I have acver fee© 
7 her 
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her fincc her return from London^ but for 
about fix days. She pleads much company 
and occupation at Stratford. In fhort, I am 
as defolate as Robinfon Crufoe, even when he 
had not his man Friday. 

Being really too weak to finifh copying the 
Green Book, I fend as far as Mrs. Davies 
wrote, .and the titles of the remainder. 

The notion of a turnpike pleafes me much, 
hoping it facilitates the way to the Leafowes : 
but you Ihould have gone to Hagley. I preach,' 
you find ; but how do I praftifc ? Hclas !— 
Lady Plymouth, Lady Archer, &c. are in the 
neighbourhood, and I in my chimney-corner. 

I wifh I could fee Mrs. Donolly's Accufationi" 
and Mr. Outing's Vindication, in a Maga- 
zine. 

Adieu. So bad a pen, fo bad a head, fo 
bad fpirits, ought not to trouble you longer: 
yet, under all thefe diftreffes, you will ever 
find me 

Your moft faithful 

and obliged friend 
iand humble fervant, 

Z 4 H. LvXBOROVGHf 
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Upon fecond thoughts, I have dcfired your 
man to carry the little n^achine to the Lea* 
fowes, as you may be curious to fee it ; from 
whence he can^ convey it to Mr. CottercU at 
Birmingham, defiring him to make me one as 
foon as pofflble, and to make the joint go 
quite cafy, which, by falfe workmanfliip, this 
model does not. If an ink-horn and pen 
could be introduced, it would do well, and the 
whole fliould be lighter, 



LETTER XCVI. 

D E A R S t R, Barrelb, September ixth, i753» 

AS you kindly exprefs ^ dtfire to hear 
from me, I imagine one or two lines 
from niy own hand will be more fatisfaftory 
than more lines by the hand of any other perfon. 
I therefore tcU yqu myfeif, that I atxi tQlerabl^ 
well ; I might fay very well, if I had more 
ftrength 5 but that nervqus diforder, which hasi 
long afFcfted my fpirits, and which affefted my 
limbs (particularly my hands) whep at Bath^ 
i? defcended tQ my legs, which have been 

much 



LETTERS. 34^ 

much fwelled about the ancles, and made me 
and my friends apprehend the confcquencc, 
as they pitted a good deal-, but they arc 
now fallen, and I can walk pretty well alone 
in a room ; but muft ftill be lifted off my 
chair, and into my landaulet, in. which I go 
three or four miles in a day for the air, and 
back again, without going into any houfe ; and 
I lay ftill below flairs. The worft efFeft of 
all thefe complaints iis my being deprived of 
the plcafure of ranging over the charming Lea-^ 
fowes all day, and of enjoying your converfa- 
tion there 5 but, left you ftiould think me worfe 
than I ^m, I muft t^ll you that I am juft come 
into the houfe from the Summer-houfe, where 
I drank tea with Mrs. Bartlet, Mrs. Davies, 
Mr, Holyoak, and Mr. John Reynalds: the 
two latter we have left at bowls by moon-light. 
I was l^d up the (lopes, but Walk on plam 
ground i fo that it is plain I mend ; and next 
time I write to you5 I think to do it with my 
foot ; for that cannot perform worfe than my 
hand and pen do at prefent. 

I think the inundation of fitie company you 
have had at the Leafowes muft have been an 
additional ornament to that charming place ; 
and the place muft have given them real plea- 
iuTCy as they are people of taftc.— All the 

beauty 
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beauty Mifs Banks may boaft of, cannot have 
cfFaced the other beauties which your Grove 
prcfcnted to your company, and which winter 
has fp^red a& yetj but beware of what im« 
preflion her charms may have made upon yo\ir 
heart, if they gained admittance there, as is 
feared : but pray who is the iaid Lady, and 
where does the enchantrefs dwell ? 

Adieu. The fupper-bell calls J the company 
waits* I refolve to endeavour to fpllow your 
good advice whilft the weather is tolerable-, 
and am in all feafons 

Your moft obligol 

and faithful fervant,, 

H. LuxBoaouoH. 

I wait impatiently for the letter you pro* 
nsifc me from Mr. Hylton.— My compliments, 
pray> toXord Dudley, &c« Sec. 
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LETTER XCVU- 

DEAR SIR, September i3«k»t Nighty 17 jj* 

EVERY inftancc of your partial fricndfhip 
gives me a pkafure, which would be per- 
feft, was it not attended by the confcioufne& 
of not meriting that partiality which 1 am 
proud of. This refleftion humbles me; and 
I muft own that what you call brigbtnifs in 
me, is only borrowed, as that of the moon ; 
adfid is owing to your neighbourhood, and evet> 
to your correlpondence ; which when I am 
deprived of, I remain a dull inanimate lump.-^ 
Your concern for my health fhews your good 
nature •„ which I ought to repay by following 
your advice : but the weather often obftruds 
my performances in my poft-chaife, which I 
think were to be very frequent, according to 
your prcfcription and Sir Peter Soame's ; but I 
go frequently as far as my neighbour Mrs. 
Bradley's, who is not able to come to me at 
prefent, being near lying-in. As to my vifit 
to the Leafovcs, I want neither yoat perfua* 
fions, nOT Dr. Wall's advice, to induce me to 
it ^ my own inclination biafTing me that way 

more 
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more than any bribe could biafs a mercenary 
voter at an eledtion ; fo that a fun-fhiny wcek^ 
a continuance of my prefent decree of healthy 
and a little better ufe of my legs, would cer^ 
.tainly fufFer me to be attradted by the charms 
of the rewnvned Leafowesj whole power ^raws 
Beaux, Belles, Poets, Senators, &c, to pay ho- 
mage to them. Glad I am that fo much good 
tafte is left in our nation; and proud I am 
that I had juft enough to difcQver its beauties 
before it had received the benefit of the polilh* 
ing you have fince beftoyre^ upon it^ Na- 
ttire and you went ha^id in hand to pisrfeft it. 
Nature will perfift in her work.-^Pray do not 
yoy be idle, but let the applaufe of the polite 
encourage you. Nay, let Mifs Peggy Brr-ks's 
100,000/. caft in a mite to cmbellifh what you 
have fp well begun, and fo near accomplifhed^ 
Where do you fifti- for thefe Gclden Ladies ^ 
whpfc merit outweighs their purfe? I wiflx 
you fuch a partner for life, unlefs. celitiacy be 
your choice. The Lady (who is a ftranger to 
^ic) little thinks how much ihe is obliged to, 
me.^ '. * 

'though you hayq not anfwered Mrs. Davies'sj 
letter, Ihe, to (hew. that Ihe bears no gall„ 
fends you her beft compliments ; and is 'numb- 
ing hqr fingers to tranfcribe a few lines more 

of 
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of your GrecA Book, to fend you by ' trtifly 
Tom, with a melon, which my Gardener does 
not boaft of, but we hope it may proVe cat- 
able. Had he any better, they Ihould be laid 
at your feet by his good will, as well as mine. 

I wilh my pen could keep pace with my 
thoughts ; your letter would be anfwered more 
fully 5^ t)ut you know my hands and legs have 
not been of late famous for agility : yet you 
encourage me greatly as to one of my inabi- 
lities, by telling me that moft of your vifitants 
arc miferable walkers ; and I fhall plume myfelf 
with the remembrance of having been a better 
one not long fince, which enabled me to par- 
take of the diftant as well as of the near pro- 
fpefts of your farm, and will again reftorc me, 
as I hope, to that of vifiting every corner of 
your Grove at leaft : the other wood might be 
too afpiring; fo I dare not mention it, but 
fhall admire it with uplifted eyes. 

Now for the Eleftion. As to the particular 
anfwer to every point which I could have 
wiflied CD fend you, I muft be deficient to- 
night. You fent late. I am ignorant fo mucfi 
as of Mr. Coventry's friends or his enemies. I 
will fpeak to the Oldbarrow people to found 
ithcm to-morrow, and will write and fend to you 
;^bout Thuriday, with all the intelligence I can 

get. 
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get: but alas-! the intelligeoce you may /ex* 
peft from an Hermitels, you could not feU for 
ludf a nut*{heU. 

I am greatly obliged to Sir <3feorge Lyttekon 
for his enquiry after my health ; and i3ie moH 
ib, as I always had the greateft rdjpeCl: for 
him. 

As for you. Sir, you want not, t hopt^ 
freih aflurances of my friendfhip; and for 
proofs of it, let but fortune put k in my 
pow^, and do you command as haftily as you 
pleafe, you (hall be obeyed by . 

Your faithful humble fcrvant, 

H, LtJXEOROtrCH. 



LETTER XCVm. 

DEAR SIR, Barrellff Septtater tjii^, I75f» 

WHEN your fervant was 1^ here, I 
could not fend you a pdfhive aniwer, 
hor indeed any anfwer about the Oldb^Eurow 
Voters fiw: the county of Worcefter 5 for indeed 
I live fo much retired, that I. am feMom in^ 

formed 
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formed of what paflfes but by the news-papers, 
which I think have not mentioned chat elec* 
tion. Ever fince I received yours^ I have been 
anxious to enquire who were the voters in my 
neighbourhood, that I might have an oppor- 
tunity of obliging you ; as alfo Lord Dudley 
and Sir George Lyttelton ; for both which I 
have th^ greateft regard and f&ttm. By means 
of Mr. Holyoak I got fome names of flreehold'- 
ers, with whom both he and I will ufe our 
intereft in favour of Mr. Coventry. If you 
know of any befides thofe named in this lift, 
be pleafed to fend me their names. Lord 
Archer made me a vifit to-day : I ipoke to 
him upon this affair, and found that he and 
Lard Plymouth were in the inteiteft ttf Mr. 
Coventry as ftrongly «s we could wifli ; lio^- 
ever, I giive him, by his own defire, the inclofed 
iittle lift which I got from Mr. Holyoak. As 
CO Mr. Packwood, Lord Archer and we fup- 
pofe him to be engaged on the other fide. 
There are voters who live at Tanworth : . 1 
make' no doubt but Lord Archer fecures theia^ 
as he appears to be zealous in the'caufe. 

Mr. Holyoak defircs his compliments to 
ybu, and fays he is wholly at your fcrvice fcnr 
whatever intereft he can make : and you give 
me pleafure by sifFordin'g me an occalion of 

proving 
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proving to you the finceritjr with which I al- 
ways profefs myfelf. Dear Sir, 

Your obliged and moft 

humble fervant and friend, 

H. LUXBOROUGII^ 

N. B. Lord Luxborough has an eftate at 
Oldbarrow, which he bought of Mr. Thomas 
Holyoak, deceafed. 
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DEAR SIRy Batrelhi November I2tb» 17534 

1C A N N O T forbear reflcfting upon your 
kindnefs to your friends in general, and to 
me in particular. Your obliging letter came 
j^uft apropos to rouze me from an unpleafing, in* 
active, and worfe than lethargic ftate of body \ 
for as to my mind, it is ever waking and intent 
upon my friends 5 nor do they lofe one fcruplc 
of the regard I owe them, by my not expreffing 
it with my pen j nor do they lofe an inftant of 
pleafure by my filence ; for what can / fay to 
pleafe, who hear nothing to pleafe myfelf ? Buic 
no more of this.— Be affured my friend£hip 

retains 
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fttainS its full weight, and is neither eftrdnged 
from you, nor in the kaft diniinifhed. Your 
merit and my eftccrti fecure it yours. 

I am aftiamed of myfelf when I name youf 
Ode. I am guilty, I confefs; of having def- 
J)rived Her Grace of it long; but I am alfo 
innocent of any artifice in my feeming negleft 5 
only I did not meet with any body I could 
truft with it that was going towards Her 
Grace's habitation; aJid the little book was too 
big and heavy for a frank ; but at laft I have 
fcnt it^ and hope to give you her atifwer about 
Dodfley's printing it ere long •; and in the 
mean, time flatter myfelf no falfe edition by. 
piracy, &c* can happen to be publifhed: be 
that as it will, I fhall take the blame upon, 
myfelf for my delay, and fhail excufe you^ to 
my Friend the Duchefs of Somerfet ; who is 
too benign to accufe us, as fhe muft kliow 
we mean her well; and I do not doubt but/ 
flie will permit Dodfley to print it, and tha^ 
with pleafure. You was kind in contribUjjpg: 
fomething of Mr. Whiftler's and Mr. Graves's. 
to his Mifcelianies : Wouki I were capable of 
adding a line to. them worth reading ! but I 
am no Poetefs ; if I was, the Leafowes and it$ 
Owner fhould ftill be my theme. 

Mrs. Davies has left me to horrid folitude -, 
A a but 
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but has left the reft of your Poems, which 
X inclofc. You will, mcthinks, ftare at the 
epithet horrid which 1 have annexed tofoUtud(\ 
as that ufed to pleale me, and be called fweet 
at leaft : but changes of one kind bring 
on changes of another, even without being 
owing to ficklenefs, as my life has proved to 
me,; yet my taftes are the fame ; and I had 
rather now deck jl rural bower than glitter on 
a birthnight at court : but as we are all" made 
for fociety, the lofs of neighbours and of 
limbs, make thefe bowers more irkfom? than 
inviting. I am, however, much better in 
health and limbs than when you faw me, and 
do not defpair of meafuring your walks once 
more at leaft with my fteps : ^ provided you 
come in the mean time to do thefame to mine ; 
why hot ? Winter is your feafon of appearing : 
the Leafowes has too many charmsi and attrafta 
too good company to be left in Summer : but 
our country hearts and hearths may be as 
honeft, pert, and jovial, as any your parifhion- 
ers can afford you ; and at more we iHall not 
afpire — Come clfe and fee. Outing will be 
here foon, I fuppofe ; for the roads of the Vak 
of Evefliam frighten him from the thoughts 
of coming from Somervile's Afton hither, when 
they are at the worft. Parfon Holyoak went 

with 
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yiith. him thither, and ftdd a few days ; and 
alfo went to Hewell with him, where (according 
to the news-paper's phrafe) they were moft gra^ 
tioujly feceived.^^ThQ great Mr. Weft of the 
Treafury feiit his gardener to-day to view my 
fmall Garden and my Walks ; which I won* 
der ati as hin;ifelf had feen them before, and 
muft know they would not teach or ferve a» 
fexamples to his fervant. 

I did not think of making more l^ words i 
but I cannot go to bed without congratulating 
you upon the polite company you have re- 
ceived at the Lcafowesi I am vain methinks 
that what I fo much approved when in it* 
tradle, fhould become the refort and envy^ 
of 'the ieuu monde^ in fpite of the roads and 
Weather. 

I am glad you do Lord P I ■ *s good n^« 
ture and politenefs the jufticc it deferves. X 
had a few lines from him and his Lady to-day ; 
fhe is a deferving and amiable woman. I^anii 
glad you will advife as to their improvements 
Without doors ; for they intend right as to 
the irifide. Maii kspauvres environs ^efttrotU en 
defaut. The approach of the waters to the houfe 
Will, I fear, produce more agues than good 
fifh, or pleafartt views to the place. I am 
much obliged to Sir George Lytteltohj had I 
A a a power> 
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power, he might command it, or you for 
him. 

I hear the oppofition as to the Eleftion is 
ftopped, and hear it with pleafure. I envy you 
fome of your company more than that of your 
antediluvian, though Reverend, Beed^ and that 
of your Gothic, though modern. Miller.— I am. 
glad Hagley is to ftand in a rational place, as 
it has a rational mafter, and has loft its unra- 
tional controller, the late gardener of it. 

I cannot be forry Mr. Hylton has hauled 
his thouiand pounds back, or is fo to do. It 
is far better to haul his money, than zpertuifaney 
or whatever eUe is the name of the tall thing 
they haul. As to the bottle^ and what was 
ever the bottle^ you may affure him I never 
ventured to let Mr. Ou— g fee it; for what 
might have enfued? No, Sir^ I would not 
Offend any officer in the King's troops. 
.\I am forry Lord Dudley's toe has been 
fo offended by his bed's foot^ of which he 
fliould be cautious for the futuie,^ as I fear 
the damages would rather upon trial fall on 
his Lordlhip than on that offender, I beg my 
beft refpefts to his Lordlhip, 

Parfon Holyoafe, &c. arc your obedient fcr- 
vants. Mrs Bradley is recovering from a 
dangerous - lying-in i and Mrs, Davies is at 
, . prefent 
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prefent with her. Farther than this my intel- 
ligence goeth not. I wonder you choofe a 
correfpondent of fo fmall a Iharc of intelligence, 
fo barren a genius, and fuch confined ideas as 
belong to her, who is with a more expanded 
Jieart, Dear Sir, 

Your moft faithful 
and molt grateful humble fervant, 

^' H. LuXBOROUGH. 

ComplimentSy pray, to all your neighbours 
who remember _me. You would have the likp 
from hence, if neighbours I liad. 
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BarrcUs, Monday Night, November 26th, I753# 
DEAR SIR, 

AN hour ago I received the inclofed from 
our Duchefs, and thoyght it incumbent 
upon me to let you iet it as foon as poflible ; 
and haftened to fend it the rather left the 
dircftion Her Grace had fifhed for twelve 
piilcs off, might not be the true one, and ft> we 
A a 3 al\ 
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all might become the paftime of ppibncn an^ 
poftwomen : for what has been may be i whicl^ 
the Lord avert ! 

You .obfcrve the Duchefs forbids her name, 
or that of Percy-Lodge, to be made public : I 
dare fay you will obey her orders, I am glad, 
for Dodfley's fake, and for many more reafons, 
that (he has not forbid printing the Poem. 

Your Governefs Mrs. Holyoak Is. here, and 
dcfircs, firft, her humbleft compliments, and, 
fecondly,^ enjoins her ftricteft commands that 
you leave your chimney-corner, fince all your 
fine company has left you. I join with her j 
and though ray merit is fmall, yet I am proud- 
enough to defire the preference before your 
parifliioners, who are the perfons you feem tq 
have chofen to be your winter companions, 
Mr. Holyoak is alfo here, who defires his beft 
complirnents. Outing is at the Hoffitable Houfe^ 
Somervile's Afton ; and they are deferted by 
Sir Robert Cocks, / who is gone to Bath. I 
would accompany this with fome entertaining 
ballad, elegy, or epithalamium •, but where muft 
I find them ? Not in my own head, I am fure : 
fo you muft expeft no poetry from me till the 
Henley bellman has gone his Chriftmas round; 
and ere then I hope you will hear Jhim utter his 
fbowicks here. 

Lord 
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Lord Plymouth's workmen have left them 
cne habitable room till .after Chriftmas, (no 
longer) as his Lady writes me word.— I have 
not had the pleafure of receiving Mr. Hylton's 
intended epiftle ; but am of opinion that his 
jftile does not require fo long a delay to make 
his correfpondence appear the more valuable^ 
Let him Write as he fpeaks, and his letters will 
be agreeable to me. 

What more have I to fay ? I tbinky and 
fhink in vain.^^Yes ; I muft tell you, that I 
am fo much better than when you faw me, 
that you would be furprifed.— My heart is al- 
ways the fame; that is, affeftionate towards 
tny friends : judgp then whether I can ceafe 
to be 

Your faithful friend 

and humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Send back the Puchefs's letter, pray.^-^Mrs, 
Pavies is ftill at Mrs. Bradley's, as I hear.-?-^ 
My compliments to all your good neigh-bours.— 
Perhaps Lord Pudley is gone to Parliament. 

I am glad my favourite ro6m is honoured 
by your books ; and think the bed (as you 
have contrived it) no detriment to the elegance 
of it, though a confiderable convenience to the 
plac^, A a 4 Hf L, 
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Mr. Hylton need not be afliamed to write 
to me : late or early, 1 fhall be glad to hear 
from him. 
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Sarrells> Wednefday Night, Deceinber i^tb, 1753; 
DEAR SIR, 

THOUGH I undertake to write to you 
to-night, I do not know how my letter 
is to be wafted to Birmingham, unlefs fome 
kind Sylph offers her fervice*, the terreftrial 
meflengers not being able to travel, at leaft not 
in this country, where it Ihows, rains, and 
freezes, not alternately, but at the fame time. Is 
that your cafe in Shropfhire ? If fo, I pity you ; 
but I think you and I, who have not much 
elfe to do, Ihould utter our lamentations to 
each other from the corners of the fame chim- 
ney. Sharing the burthen of winter would be 
leflening it to each of us. I cannot go to the 
Leafowfcs •, ergo you muft come to Barrells, or 
we cannot nieet. Is not this true reafbning I 
You will fay (and perhaps with truth) that it 
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Ss like an invitation to a funeral ; which, I am 
perfuaded, is a compliment moft people would 
be glad not to receive ; - but though it could 
not entertain* you to accept of fuch an invita- 
tion, it would illuftratc your friendly qualities,' 
by affording you an opportunity of giving, 
rather than of receiving, pleafure. The word 
pkafure reminds me that I have received a 
very agreeable epiftle from your Friend Mr. 
Hylton, vhofe lofs of a place at Gourt does 
not feem to fit heavy upon him. It is no more 
than I expefted from the good fenfe I obferyed 
in him. 

I return you the Duchefs of Somerfct's letter; 
and have methinks too long forborne fcolding 
you for imagining Her Grace's meaning to be 
that you fhould not print your Poem upon 
Rural Tafte. On the contrary, fhe is, I ani 
fure, proud of its being infcribed to her, though 
too balhful, in her retirement, to choofe her name 
to be at the head of it ; yet well knowing with 
inward fatisfadion, that every body Will know 
file is the Heroine of the piece, as much as one 
knows who was Waller's Sacchariffa, without 
reading her real name at the top. Had our 
Duchefs not intended you fhould publifh it, 
what need had ihe to enjoin Jlars or dafl)es in- 
ftcad of her and of her habitation's names ? 
2 Do 
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Do not >^rive the public lof the ple^lure thc^ 
vould have in reading it^ and do not deprive 
Her Grace of the compliment you totended 
her, and which fo much jCbems to pleafe her, 
both by the letter^ fhe writes to me as well ias 
to yourfelf about it. In anfwer to your 
qucftion, I can fincerely affyre you, that I never 
pnce thought of the Puchefs's refufal, nor do I 
call it one now \ and am certain fhe means no 
inore than what fhe exprefles to you about 
fupprefling her name ; fo that your vanity^ were 
it ever fo great, would not be really hurt by 
this, which your imagination only deems a difap- 
pointment. 

Your Verfes to Lady Plymouth (whofe name 
is Catherine) pleafe me greatly, and flie as 
jgreatly merits your praife. Your expreflion in 
the laft line ought to be far from difpleafing 
Lord Plymouth, and is, in my mind, more 
proper and more elegant than any feigned 
name you could give him. I cannot but, fay I 
ihould rather wifh the infcription, being to a 
Lady, ha4 been in Englilh, Could not that have 
been, and yet Horace's Latin motto have been 
preferved ? but I am no critic, haying neithe^^ 
capacity nor inclination to be one ; fo that 
what I fay upon fuch fubjefts fhquld be wrote 
in fand. 

o I con-n' 
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I congratulate Lord Dudley upon his goo4 
|uck ; and wifh his goo4 neighbour as profit- 
able a foundlefs to warm himfelf by: Be k 
Jcnown that foundkfs is a Warwickfliirc word^ 
as I am told : in honour %o thp county J ufe it^ 
pr fhould elfe have ftolen a word from the 
French, and have faid, me trouvaille, for fuch 
is a coal-mine at any time; and I fpeak of it 
the more feelingly now that I fit freezing, and 
can fcarcely get a little coal for a great deal 
of money. Pray, fmce your county carries 
fuch profitable things in the bowels of the 
(earth, ranfack them well, and let me hear that 
you have found fome mines or other: It is a 
felfifti wifh 5 for I am fure if you had thofe 
of Peru, your friends would fliare yrith you j 
and were it only by viewing the ufe you 
would put them to, in making them fubfer- 
vient to your good tafte, they would aSbrd 
pleafure to all who knew how to relifli the 
works of tafte ; and as to the mifers, let thbm 
avaunt.-^Your Governefs and \ are parted by 
floods : and Deadings are no pipre, for this 
fcafon at leaft ; but they will ftill live in verfc, 
if you employ your, pen in their praife. 

Since you are fo favoured by Apollo and 
fhe Mufes, that you can dream in vcrfe, you 
pught not to be niggardly of them. I want to 

' " ^ fee 
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fee what alterations Somnus or Morpheus have 
made in the pretty lines you wrote here in the 
year 1747 : They would not eafily find what 
to mend. . 

Adieu. The wind blows 5 I Ihiver ; my ink 
freezes 5 my pen wants mending : fo agaiq 
§dieUf 

Sincerely yours, 

P, LupCBOROUGH^ 
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Barrells^ Saturday, Diecember 15^1^ 1753^ 
PEAR SIR, 

SOME malicious fiend or other has furcly^ 
by way of Chriftmas gambol, entertained 
hjmfclf by refolving to marr our correlpond- 
cnce, and to thwart whatever you or I have 
innocently projefted for our amufement : and 
what I lefs forgive is, that when I mean to Ihow 
my gratitude for your friendly attention upon 
all occafions, my letter is carried to London 
jnftead of Birmingham. I wrote it on Tuef- 

day 
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day or Wednefday laft, and inclofcd the 
Duchefs of Somerfet's, which you had fent 
me to fee. The froft came, the floods fucceeded, 
and nobody could go j nor did I dare truft my 
fervant and horfe to the weather, and ftill lefs 
dared truft my letter to the curious Poft-Office 
at Birmingham : fo even changed the cover, 
put it in a frank, and fent it to-day to go 
through London to you ; and it was no fooner 
gone paft recall,' but trufty Thomas brought 
your laft obliging and entertaining letter ; but, 
far from anfwering it, as I defigned, I only 
muft (and that with difficulty) return you 
more and more thanks for the entertainment 
you afford me, both by your epiftle, and by 
Mr. Graves's lively Fable, which I return now. 
—As to your Stanzas to Afteria, I am too 
proud of them, and too well pleafed with your 
addition and emendations, not to value and 
preferve them with care both in my memory 
and in my beft pocket-book. If I had pre- 
ferved Mr. Somervile's little Poems and Im- 
promptu's in as orderly a manner, I would 
have fent you a parcel to-night to pick out ahy 
you liked for Dodfley ; but they are in a drawer 
intermixed fo with other papers, that to un- 
• dertake to look them out now is impoffible: 

befides. 
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befides, I have a fever fit upon me^ aiici 
have not flcpt thcfe two nights, and live 
upon Wormwood draughts ; which^ though 
wholefomc^ do not immediately reftore on^ 
to ftrengthj or to one's ufual ftile oi- con- 
Verfation. This is alfo the reafon I muft defer 
for a poft or two aiifwering Mr. Hylton*s politd 
fetter ; which I hope he will forgive; whilft I 
implore my fever to leave my mind capable o^ 
deferving, by my^ punftual anfwers, the letters 
t am favoured with.— You will have mine t 
hope from London on Thurfday next.-MDur 
fervants had better be a little fatigued with 
journies between the Leafowcs and Barrelisi 
than we molcfted with impertinent Poll-people^ 
indolent pr cafelefs chance-meflengersj or idle 
drunken farmers, who undertake to carry let- 
ters they never think of after.^^Your own in-i^ 
tended Mifcellany will be higher in my efteent 
than Dodfley's, if his are to be deprived of your 
Works.-*— I told yoii my thoughts about youi: 
iniftaking the Duchefs of Somerfet*s meanings 
as you will find in my travelling letter.-^I fhall 
be glad to fee the Agriculture of Dodfley j and 
as to Sir Charles Grandifotty only wait its being 
complete, to fend for it, Mr. Hylton fecom^ 
mends it alfo. 
You had better harrafs yourfelf than your 

fervantSi 
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^irvarxts, and let me fee you this Chriftmas ac 
B^rrclls :. I aiked you before -, I alk you now 
the third time. I wilji fend the flea you in- 
tended for Mr. Hykon, to fetch you, I can 
fee no longer; every letter fcems double j Uk 
adieu* Excufe an invalid, who is 

Your faithful fervant, 

H; LuXBOROUGH; 
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AN* opportunity offering itfelf, dear Sir, ot 
'fending this letter to-morrow to Birming- 
ham,. I refolvcd without hefitation to. write 
^t; being vain enough to believe my laft gave 
you pain •, for. I wrote it with a trembling hand 
and confufed head, and with a fever-fit upon 
me. I hope you have burnt it, and will think; 
no more of it, but to the fever's praife ; which 
(caufing me to fweat) has raifed my fpirits and 
.fuppled my li'mbs ; fo that I am born anew: 
and, if I continue in my prefent ftate, make no 
queftion but I fhall fee the Leafowes in Spring; 

In 
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In the mean time, it is your taflc, as a Friend, 
to perfcft this cui:e by giving me your oompainy 
at the deiei'ted Barrells ; which place droops 
now, but will revive at your approaith. You 
have ufcd it to that fenfibility in winter; fo 
that no other company will reilofe it to its 
gaiety.— Let me know if , you received yefter- 
day my travelling letter from London. What 
fay you to my reproaches about your manner 
of conftruing the Duchefs's letter of thanks to 
you about your Poem ? - . . 

As to the little fcriptions I have of Mr. So- 
mervile's, they are for the moft part too trivial 
or too local for the prefsf* j&erhaps *you or 
Jack Reynalds may have others : however, 
thofe I have you may peru&.heFe, land ufe them 
a difcretiony as the French Recipes term it. - 

Lord and Lady Plymouth are at Umbcrflade,^ 
where Lady Archer has again been dying. 
Some inward impofthume has. broke 5 and flie 
goes foon to Bath, hoping perhaps to prevent 
its gathering again,— Mrs. Davies came here 
a week ago to make a formal yifit, with Mrs. 
Kendall > whofe vifit was an adieu before flic 
quits the country, which- will be this Chrift- 
mas, for nw.— Some places and things have 
the quality of attraftion : poor Warwickfliire is 
endowed with the rcvcrfe, or I would dcfirc i& 

to 



L E t t g k S; 3^^ 

t6 <ira# yorU from Shropfhirc: it ciight to have 
pride enough to attempt it -, But I fear it hai 
not merit enotrgh to iucceed^ unlefs yoiir hti- 
manity brings you to my cell.-^I think 1 muft 
read Sir C. GrandifoH in my oWn defence j for t 
hear of him till I am tired. Lfet U^ read him 
here together. I remember I heard fo much 
in Tom jfofies^s praifej that when 1 read him, 1 
hated him. I want to fee Hogjifth'^ Analyfis of 
Beauty t Mr. Outing's ufual dilatorinefs prevent* 
ed'my being a fubfcriber.-^-^I fee nothmg hew.— ^ 
i hope^ now the Jews* A6t is repealed, the 
Writers, who tormented us about it^ will iemploy 
their pens on fome more agreeable fubjed -.^■^ 
No^ alas ! it will be Eleftioris : for the thick 
air and ale of England infpire fuch heavy fub^ 
jefts of xonverfation and debate ; to furnifli 
whichj Gentlemen ruin theiJ* eftates, inftead of 
enjoying them gayly and hofpitably (yet po- 
litely)-, which they do not do, though they 
talk of ti0i for ever * but never feel it. 

! juft now perceive that 1 am fpinnihg out 
hohferife and dulnefs to a great length j fo haften 
to break the thready by ending my tfedious 
letter with the fincereft alfurance of my being. 
Dear Sir^ Your moft faithful 

(though not moft fprightly) 
friend and fervant, 

B b H. LuXBOROUGH. 
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P. S. May your Chriftmas be jovial, and 
your days long and happy ! 

Remark. T\i\p Letter is a volunteer. 
^uere. When does trufty Thomas come ? 
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DEAR S I Ry Bamllf, January 2oth» 1754. 

WHETHER you are well or ill, alive 
or dead ? and Whether you remember 
that you have a fincere Friend here, who is 
impatient for the pleafure of your company, 
and that you promifed to come here before 
this time ? are the queries I defire you to anfwer 
by the hearer, who goes to the Leafowes on 
purpofe to . receive thofe anfwcrs j which I 
hope will folve my doubts, and fet my mind at 
cafe. You are two letters in my debt. 

The clofe of Chriftmas is furely come; for the 
rooks are building, and confirm xhtnewftyk\ 
y^t you remain by your own fire-fide, regardlefs of 
us abfent mortals, who regret the want of your 
company, and which you bellow perhaps upon 
your parifhioners 5 for I imagine your neigh- 
bours 
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hours of higher rank have abandoned you^ as 
you do us: I fay us^ but it is improperly^ that 
I write in the plural number ; for God knows 
I am as much alone as an Hermit; but how- 
c^rer I fhall fee Mr* Outing, and, I believe, Mr, 
J^ Reynalds here this week ; which will rather 
I imagine haften than retard yout journey hi- 
ther. Neither roads nor waters, nor wind nof 
froft, muft be mentioned by you, fince the cau- 
tious Mr. Outing refolves to encounter thofe 
enemies ; for, though you do not wear a cock- 
ade in your hat, I believe you as courageous 
as he. 

Adieu: I fay no more; for you will come 
and hear .whatever I have to fay, if you are a 
man of your word ; and you will take mine, I 
dare fay, when I affure you that I am un- 
feigriedly 

Your faithful and obliged fervant, 

ri. Luxborouch; 

The compliments of the Oldbarrow family 
attend you.— I have had no reply as yet fronj 
Mr. Hylton, 
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LETTER CV. 

Barrdb, Fridift F^bnnuy Btlif 1^54% 

DEAR SIR* 

WH E N I fent my fervant to the Lea- 
fowes, I was vtty well : when he re- 
turned^ I had got ti bad cold, cough, and fever. 
When your fervant came here, l! had loft th6 
two latter complsdnts j but was ftill too ftiuch 
out of order with my cold and fore thr6at. Id 
be able to hold a pen, or even to diAate ; and 
have kept my bed fcveral days fmce that ; but 
im refolved to writfe h6w, though my, eyes 
finart for it. Far better it is to fmart than td 
have even the appearance of ingratitude, of 
of neglefting thofe one profefies a friendfhip 
for. This is no florid excufe, but is the real 
opinion of me your culprit, who cannot fo 
well excufe myfelf for the impolitenefs of letting 
your fervant go back without the Duchefs of 
Somerfet^s letter, and Mr. Hylton's, whidi 
you had fent me to perufe; but the forget* 
fulnefs proceeded from having company at 
cards, and talking round me.7-Though I con- 
gratulated Mi-. Hylton upon his difappoint- 

ment 
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ment in the affair he had engaged in, and 
thought he had no great lofs i|i being deprived 
of the pkafure of carrying a battk-oi^ \ yet I as 
.fincercly r^ct your having mifled the oppor- 
tunity, which feeihed to throw itfelf in your 
way, of executing a more agreeable office 
nfithout toil, and one both honourable, and at- 
tended with great conveniencies to a country 
gentleman, who choofes to be exempted from 
fome ftupid or turbulent offices in his county. 
Such would have been your cafe, had you 
been Sir R^ Lyttelton's Efqui;;e, whofe Brother I 
think Ihould have propofed it to you. It 
would Jiave been friendly, neighbourly, and 
in no ways doing you a pleafure at their own 
cxpence,— As to the account of your ill health, 
I^m not difpofed to believe it (pardon me, Sir, 
for it was you complained) -, for I think your 
foUtude^ your want of air to breathe^ objeSs to con- 
verfe withy ihckmency of weatkcTy privation from 
the amufements your own tafte has procured you in 
your own environs \ are all poifons imbibed in 
winter, and it is not blijier^y &c, &c, that wiU 
expel them. Try the company of yoyr dift^nt 
friends ; perhaps change of air and the e?ccr«5 
cife of travelling may perform miracle : if pM 
place does not do, go to another; but pray 
" \>€gm by thify where I exped you daily. Mr, 
B b 3 Outing 
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Outing' and I will nurfe you, and' the bufy. 
rooks will tell you each morning that it is 
time to prepare for the fcftivals of Spring, and 
to bury your complaints in old ^7^^^^^'* 
grave. 

My kindeft fervice to Mrs. Rock^ whom I 
fliall always be ready to oblige when in my 
power; and wifli I could fervc her effcntially, 
\>y contributing my intereft with Lady North- 
umberland, in conjunflion with the endeavours 
pf her other friends, to place her Daughter 
about Lady Betty Percy : but unfortunately 
I cannot Ibe deemed a proper negotiator in 
this affair, having fome time ago refented her 
Ladyihip's fpending a confiderable time in 
my neighbourhood both at Lord Brook's 
and Lord Hertford's, and palling through 
Henley without calling or even fending to me. 
This appeared to me unkind ; and I could not 
forbear exprefljng my opinion of it to the 
Duchefs of Spmerfet, who probably might 
ipeak of it tp her Daughter ; from whom, howr 
jcver, I have not heard, and to lyhpni I hav^ 
not wrote, nor would I he^i^ by afking a favour : 
all therefore I qan dp is to mention Mrs. 
Rocks's requeft to the Duchefs j which I will 
do in ^ few days. 

Is Boadicea a good play or a bad one? I 

have 
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have not feen nor read it.— You frighten me' 
with the prolix ftile of the Author of Sir 
Charles Grandifon's Memoirs : fo I defer read- 
ing that.— I thank you for the news articles of 
your letter; as alfo for acquainting me that 
Lord Dudley is well; to whom I beg my 
rcfpeds, and hope and fincerely wifli the 
fuccefs of his coal-mine. 

May you. Sir, gain the mines of Potofi, and 
yet retain your generous fpirit ! which will- 
oblige others to be, as I am, (and as I was 
prior to tbem) 

Your fincere friend 

^d humble fervant, 

H. LuxBORoyoH^ , 
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Barrelb, February lyth, I7$4* 
DEAR 8IR^ Aih-Wedoefday. 

EVERY day have \ been in cxpeftation 
of an anfwer from the Duchcfs of Somer- 
fet to the" letter I wrote Her Grace to recom- 
mend Mrs, Rock's Daughter ; which I did in 
Bb4 the 
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the ftrong^ft fnanner I was capable of. Nfl) 
anfwcr is come as yet ; ivhich may he owing tq 
Jler Grace's not . having had a proper oppor* 
tunity of talking with the Countefs of Norths 
umberland about it. Be that as it wiW, I am 
determined not to. defer longer than to-morrow 
fending a fervant to the Leafowes to enquiry 
after your health \ but have ordered him not 
to fct out till the poft i$ come in, becaufe if it 
|aould bring an aafwer fro^i the Buchefs 'm 
the morning, it £haU go to you inclofed in 
this 5 in the mean time wifhing it may be on. 
agreeable one %o Mrs. Rock, an4 confequently 
%o you and myfclf. 

The ipclofed letter of requeft to me caufcs 
inc to make one to ybu; which is, dear Sir^ 
^hat you will mention the affair to Lord Dudley 
from me, in behalf of the young clergymarj 
who writes the letter. He was once at Barrells 
fome days with Sir Peter Soame, to whom ho 
\s a neighlDQ2}r. He appeared to me (o be a 
very fober, nriodeft man. Want of preferment, 
mid ft |aft g<?mi53g a trifling one, too little tq 
live ppoOft (efpecially for a marripd nT?j(i) he 
x;m ip debt, and has been feverely treated bjr 
his cf^editors, ^ho would, if they (royld, bavf 
comfined hi^, and taken from him the bone;;^ 
^oeans by which he propofed tp eictricgfie him* 
^ ' " '^ ' . ' ' fclf; 
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felf, and to do jufticc to them, Fortune, how- 
pver, and good friends have hitherto prevented 
fheir defigns, and have favoured him with 
fome preferment at Shcernefs (as you Will read 
in his letter) ; but yet he fears his pcrfoh is not 
fafc without (bme fort of prote<9:iom Perhaps 
Lord Dudley may be able to give him a chap- 
Uinftiip; which would greatly oblige mff. 
Speak of it, pray, to his Lordlhip, and let me 
know his anfwer. I have declined writing to 
]M[ademoifelle de Montandre for an Ambaflador's 
proteftion, for particular reafons regarding only 
her and myfelf ; and I am the more felicitous to 
pndeavour to ferve him another way, which makes 
me, I fear, too troublefome to Lord Dudley. 

I have had a fecond letter from Mr. Ilylton, 
Tput have not anfwercd it, becaufe jrou fay yoii 
pxpeft him in the country ; where I hope tp 
fee him with you at my houfe. 

My tedious cold, which torments me in all 
ih^pes, ftupifies my brain, and makes me in- 
capable of writing more than to give Mr. 
puting's compliments, and to aiTure you of the 
fripdfhip of 

Your obliged fervant, 

H. LUXBOROVCH* 

J forgQt, lafl: time I wrote, co imi^e you Sir 
Peter Soamc'j compUmenw^ 
'" > LETTER 
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LETTER CVII. 

DEAR SIR> Btnrells, March 3d, 1754. 

ON E would think there was a real or a 
paper war between the Leafowes and Bar* 
rellS) or at leaft a negociatipn of peace not 
concluded, as fo many couriers pafs ; but I hope 
there is no realyfzx. As to tht paper war, I am 
not alhamed of it, however ill I may fupport my 
opinion by my weak arguments. — ^Did I not 
lay you mifconftrued the Duchefs's meaning, 
when (he delired ftars and dafhes might fupply 
names ? and did not that prove (he was defirous 
your Poem to her Ihould be printed ? for (as I 
faid to. you before) there would be no occafion 
for afterilks .if your Poem was not to be 
printed, You fee that (he efteenis it, and fpeak? 
gratitude as well as appl^ufe to you the author 
of it \ and (he is too (inqere to fpeak what 
(he does not mean \ and I ihould be too imper^ 
tinent in interfering, if I had not been the 
perfon who. (by your de(ire) pre(cnted it to 
Her. Grace-— The copy of the rcqueft I made 
her in favour of Mrs. Rock's daughter, I 
inclofe. The infwer I could have wi(hed more 
6 favovjrabk; 
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favourable : but one can do no more than en- 
deavour to , oblige one's friends :— that I have 
often done in vain % and have fervcd myfelf 
worfe upon many occafions, I have an unluchf 
bandy^zs the Gamefters fay ; but I can brag of 
a fincere heart, with which I am. Dear Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful fervant, 

fj, LyXBOROUGH, 

Mr. Outing prefents his compliitients.-^I 
fliall be glad to fee the Analyfis of Beauty, 
however defcribed -, and am forry I have not 
pow an S in my name tp claim any fbare in it. 

P. S. Be pleafed to return me the Duchefs's 
letter.— Pray prcfent my refpefts to Lord 
Pudley, and fervice to Mrs. Rock. 

Mrs. Holyoak, &c. are obliged by your 
remembrance; but had rather fee jk^/^ than your 
written compliments. 



l-ETTER 
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LETTER CVIII. 

DEAR SIR> Barrelk, March i6tb, i7Sf» 

KO*B O D Y is lb unfit as I to anfwer your 
agreeable letters ; for were I ever fo 
capable of it, my fingers would not obey : the 
froil having made them almoft as ufelefs as 
when I ^ept to Bath, an4 ni^ore |>^inful ^^ and 
my 1^^ ha$ fcfeen ilupified €;ight weeks with 
9 Col4 \\\^ h n9% only obftin^te, but has t^kcn 
^s many, different Ihapc? as Proteus, to torment 
ine in various ways.-^I am forry for my friend 
Torn, who has, I fijppbfe, fufFered as weU as 
I, by th^ inclemency of th? weather. 

I have no Xkcyf bqql^s, alas ! to amufe myfelf 
lir you i fq c^ only rplurn yours of Hoga^th^s 
with thank*. It furprized me ^recably i for I 
had conceive^ the performance to be ^ fet of 
prints only, whereas I fou^d a book which I 
did not imagine Hogarth ca.pable of writing y 
for in his pencil I always ^pnfidcd, but never 
imagined his pen would hav^ afforded m^ fo 
much pleafure. As to his not fixing thf precife 
degree of cMifuity, which conftitutes beauty, I 
forgive him, becaufe I ^hink the tafk too har^ 

9 tq 
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t6 be perfornied literally •, but yet he conveys 
an idea between his pencil and his pen, which 
taakes 6ne conceive his meaning pretty well. 

When I write to the Duchefs of Somerfct, I 
will do it in the manner you define, a^ to yout 
Poem; and will alfo name Mrs. Rock's 
Daughteir again ; but fear the t)uchefs (like 
ihyfclf) fees fo few of the inhabitants of this 
terreftrial globe, that flie will hot readily find a 
ptoper perfon to recommend her to as a Lady's 
woman, though I make nb doubt but (:he young 
woman deferves it. I ftiould think Lady 
Elizabeth might with much propriety defire 
her Mamma to recommend her to fome Lady j 
nor do I think Lady Northumberland would 
lake it at all amifs that Mifs Rock alked the 
child that favour.— The inclofed will be 
teazing to you, as it is to me ; for it vexes me 
not to be able to ferve the diftrefled, who 
ftddrefs themfelves to me. You would how- 
ever be Icind to me, and charitable to the poor 
tnan, if you could contrive a way how Lord 
Dudley might ferve him; and his Lordlhip 
would add to the favours he has .always fhcwn 
CO me Upon all occafions. 

I will not pofitively fay one word in behalf 
bf indoUncCy flnce it keeps you by your fire- 

frdc. 
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fide, though by promife you ought to be by 
mine. 

Had I not been extremely out of order, I 
would have feen Mr. Cotterell; but hope at 
lead that my fervants have been civil to him. 
.When he has finiihed your Eolian harp, I be- 
lieve I Ihall defire you to befpeak one of him 
for me. Sure I am, that inftrument will -fare 
well at Barrells, fince the Winds are its food. 

Mr. Holyoak's family would, I am cer- 
tain, fend compliments to you ; but they arc 
ihivfering at Oldbarrow, as I am here. — Mr. 
Bradley is freezing near Stowe in the Wold, 
with a fick uncle ; and his wife is tormenting 
herfelf with fears for her four eldeft children, 
who are to be inoculated on Monday next.— 
Such anxieties we mortals are doomed to : yet 
who would be void of feeling ? 

Mrs. Davies fends you fome more Poems, 
tranfcribed by her in hafte out of the Green 
Book with a bad pen, and in a great hurry ; 
fo defires you will excufe her defeftsj and 
promifes to fend the remainder of the book 
foon. If Ihe does, I defire fhe will write 
better, or make her excufcs herfelf: but fhe 
pleads that you owe her a letter. 

Lord Ar — fays Mifs Banks's fortune is 
10,000 /. which wants one cypher of the ac- 
count 
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count you had of it ; but her merit and charma 
will I dare fay fill up that chafm. 

Mrs. Barttet is here, and prefoits her com- 
pliments. We all three wifh you happincfs 
and fuccefs in all your undertakings. 
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BantUsy April zjih, 1754^ 
DEAR SIR» Satnrday. 

WHEN your fervant brought me your 
letter, I was ill in bed with a fever fit, 
which made it impoffible for me to fit up, or 
to put my hands out of bed to write. It 
went ofi^ next day; but then I receisred the 
news of the death of an own Aunt (and of her 
Hufbandi who furvived her but fix days) at 
Geneva* Lord Luxborough fent me word of 
it, bccaufe my furviving relations there did 
not well know where to diredt to me: but I 
was equally obliged to. write to them upon the 
occafion, and deferred writing to you merely 
upon that account; and at the fame time re* 
folved doing it by my fervant Jofeph, as to- 
morrow; but this day Mrs. Holyoak of Hen- 

ley 
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ley fcts font to me to defife my chaife hiay 
fetch her to ftay at Barrclk fome days; fo 
that my cpiftle camiot reach the Leafowes be- 
fore Monday. This will, i hope, be a fufB* 
cient excufc for not anfwering yours fooherj 
which I ought to have done, upon account of 
the Gentlewoman you recommend to me as an 
houfekeeper. Her charaftcr I would take from 
you. Sir, as foon as from any friend or ac-* 
quaintance living i but muft coftfefs I havtf 
had fuch ill fuccefs with fervants in that pofti 
th«i: I intend to do without one*, and have 
given the fame anfwer to a friend of mine^ wlio 
fccocmncnded one of Birminj^am alib» 

I never' w«s more furprised nor concerned 
than at the death of Mifs Dolman» I ever 
cfteemed her^ aind wifiied her wdfare^ I coiu 
dole with her Brother^ as I do with you fin^ 
ccrely^ 

. I rejoice that Fortune vifits the Gfange^ and 
hope ihe will call at the Leafowes next* Poof 
Mr. Belchier is frowned upon by heri and 
thcmgh he is much obliged to Lord Dudle/ 
ftnd you and myfelf, for our endeavours to 
ferve him, he thinks Lord Dudley's Jawyer a 
Mttle coo fcrupulous in his objedions: fot 
my part^ I am no judge of that ; but he fays 
m few months would have been fufficient t^ 

extricate 
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extricate him i and that the fame favour is 
granted to other clergymen t and Sir Peter 
Soamc writes him word he muft not let it be 
known where he is ; for people are ready 
enough to enquire and to threaten to get writs 
out againft him, which his friend Sir Peter 
Soame has hitherto prevented. In the mean 
time, the poor man is tormented with the ague> 
which Kent has given him, added to the vex- 
ation of his mind. If he dares get out, he will 
come with Sir Peter here, and thank me for my 
endeavours to. ferve him.— -You will I hope find 
out that he thinks there are many precedents for 
Gentlemen in orders receiving, the favour he 
a(ks.-~Sorry I am to be troublefome to my 
friends j but more fo, that I fee the drftrefs of 
others, without being capable of removing it, 
when they implore my affiftance. 

Talk to me no more, I defire, of your winttrhf 
ftate of health ; for Boreas has at length given 
place to the Zephyrs, who will fhortly blow 
out the buds in my Shrubbery; which will 
take it amifs if you Ihould not be here to re- 
ceive its vernal offerings. 

Mr. Hylton is very obliging in remembering 
me. I beg you will make him my compli- 
ments, and affurc him I would have anfwered 
C c his 
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his laft, but imagined he would have quitted 
London for the Leafowes long before now- 
His cabinets and boxes I efteem as his har- 
bingers -, and as for his wine, I hope at leaft 
that you drank his health in it. 

I am not forry you have done nothing new 
of late at the Leafowes : it wants nothing to 
make its beauties more admired; and your 
finances will be the better for your indolence in 
that point ; as would mine, if I had been al- 
ways as indolent as I am^ at prefent. 

Sir William Meredith is chofe Member of 
Parliament for Wigan. One of his Sifters 
is under inoculation. Sir Peter Soame waits 
the event of his friend Mr. Gardner's Eleftion 
for Hertfordfhire, to come to Barrells. 

I 'have not left myfelf room to fay a truth, 
which is that I am 

Your faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

One in the Morning. 

You write me fourfides of paper — ^True : but 
pray count the lines and fj^Uables of my letter, 
and then let us reckon who is debtor : but I de- 
fire the contents may be left out of the account. 
Should the difference of our letters be men- 
tioned 
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tioned that way, I ftiould be call in a mometit,. 
and my refource then would be no better than 
a Lord Lainlborough, who having maintained, 
fome years ago at St. James's Coffee-houfc, that 
England was bigger than {France, had no way 
to prove it, but to cut each kingdom out of 
two maps, of different fcales, and to weigh 
them. If this be my cafe, I mull: make my 
packet as thick as I can : fo you will excufe 
the awkwardqefs of it. 

My refpeds to Lord Dudley when you 
write 5 and compliments to Mr. Hylton. 



I 
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Barrells, Sunday, May 12th, 1754, 

CAN with great truth aflure you, dear 
Sir, that I am in the higheft degree fen- 
fible of your kindhefs iix exerting yourfelf in 
favour of aperfon recommended bymeV whofe 
diftreflcs are his chief recommendations to me : 
and I am highly obliged to my Lord Dudley 
for his rcadinefs to confider of a proper method 
of complying with the requeft I took the liberty 
C c 2 to 
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to make in behalf of the diftrcffed perfon, to 
whom I (hall without fail fend his Lofdihip's 
kind protection by to-morrow*s poll •, defiring him 
to acquaint me whether he finds by people be* 
longing to thofe offices where hejs to be entered, 
whether any forms are wanting in the inftru- 
mcnt his Lordftiip has fent ? not doubting but 
if that Ihould be the cafe, my Lord will extend 
his goodnefs by fupplying in a frefh form 
what may prove wanting in this. 

The inclofed I received from the fame Mr. 
(John) Belchier whom we are endeavouring to 
ferve ; with a fermon he preached upon the 
Eledion of Mr. Charles Frederick, &c. for 
Queenborough. 

My refpefts and beft thanks attend Lord 
Dudley ; and I defire my complimcnCs to Mifs 
Lea, and all your good neighbours. 

My fcrvice, pray, to Mrs. Rock, from 

Yours fmcerely, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

I find with pleafure, that Mr. Hylton is 
with you ; and hope he will not forfake you 
when you come to Barrells. Mr. Outing, my 
faithful Boftangy, affures me the Shrubbery 
:wiU be ready to receive you in its fpring- 

clothing 
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clothing before next week h out: by which 
time (if not already) I hope you will have 
forgot you ever had any diforder in ypur health, 
which will he rather eftablifhed than impaired 
by riding a fliort day*s journey, 

I have been out in my poft-chaife half a 
dozen times lately, and walked my ufual round 
of Gardens and Coppice, &c. on Friday laft ; 
and have fliredded my avenue, I hope, to fome 
advantage to the eye, as it is undoubtedly to 
the grounds it fhaded. I would have fent you 
fome cucumbers ; of which I have cut feveral ; 
but it feems all that were fit to fend are de- 
voured alrejidy ; and a nofegay of the fineft 
double hyacinths I ever faw, and which J meant 
to prefent to you, are too mature to bear the 
fliaking of the horfe without fhedding. They 
would have gone fefe laft week -, but I am no^y 
reduced to the cafe of Bonniface in the Beaux 
Stratagem^ who had had a fine loin of veal on 
the Wednefday before it was wanted. 

Poor Mifs Carrington^s death grieves this 
neighbourhood. Would fhe and Mifs Dolman 
had b^en inoculated, as it has fucteeded mi- 
raculoufly hereabouts !— Mr. Outing defires 
his compliments to you and Mr. Hylton; to 
whom I defire mine very fincerely, though I 
did HQt write them, as I ftiould have done, in 
C c 3 . return 
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return of his laft letter •, but really then thought 
him on the road to the Leafowes.-HMy neigh- 
bours are much your friends, or fhould not be 
mine ; I being fo with unalterable friendfhip 
and gratitude. 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

I obfervc you have a new Seal, with a pretty 
device. 



LETTER CXL 

Barrells, Augufl the lafl> or September the firfi, 1754* 
DEAR SIR, 

YOUR letter of the 17th of July is before 
me; but the date makes me blulh ; fo 
I fet it afide, not to be reproached: my con- 
fcience, however, clears me, and I hope you 
will do the fame, when you are apprized that I 
have been too ill to write a line, much lefs to 
undertake a journey of pleafure ; for fadnefs 
would have accompanied me, and I fhould 
have fcattered it about your pleafing dwelling. 
You are then obliged to me for my abfence 
more, I fear, than you will be for my prefence j 

which 
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which (unlefs you forbid it) I propofe to tor- 
ment you with next week. Say if I fljall^ 
without regard to compliment. I pay nobody, 
not even Lady Plymouth, the common com- 
pliment of a vifit, though I refpeft her greatly ; 
but really the conjunftion of bad roads, bad 
health, and bad fpirits, make me like an owl 
in the defart. 

What attraftions muft the Leafowes have, 
which draws the lame, the fplenetic, the indo- 
lent, from every point of the compafs to that 
one, in order to admire the mixed beauties of 
nature and art, and to give their tribute of 
applaufe to the mafter of the place, who in- 
vents and completes more for the plcafure 
of his friends or his vifitants of tafte, than for 
his own ! 

As I propofe feeing you fo foon, I wave any 
anfwer to the articles of your letter which do 
not relate to the prefent purpofe, though I 
could echo your founds, and lament the poor 
Duchefs of Somerfet for ever. As to Sir Peter 
Soame, he has been here a week, and I fhewed 
him the paragraph in yours about July. He 
fixed upon a day to go with me -, but behold, 
it rained to a degree, that no comparifon ca» 
reach. More or lefs it continued during his ftay. 
Adieu. 

C c 4 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Davies fays flic wuft fend her compile 
ments to you, as Ihc intends feeing you fo 
foon ; ihe being to go in the chaife with me. 
I will alk Parfon Holyoak ; but fear church- 
duty will interfere, as it will be late in the 
weck.-'^I would have you expert me on Friday 
evening,— -not before : your fupper will be our 
regale. But above all, let Jofeph, my coach* 
man, be inftrufted to return with your anfwer 
by the new and good turnpike you tell me i$ 
made by your houfe j for fears and terrors 
might be too ftrong for my weak limbs and 
nerves. Such is the decrepit company you 
afk for, and fuch you fliall have, if the jour^ 
fiey can be performed by 

Your faithful humble fcrvant, 

H. LUXBOROUCH, 

Mrs. Davies*s beft compliments. 

Sanday Nigkl. 
Finding an opportunity of fending this 
to Birmingham to-morrow morning by Mr, 
Jackfon, I do not fend Jofeph, as I intended j 
having employment for him concerning fifli- 
ing, &c, fo hope, dear Sir, you will cxcqfc my 
not fparing him to go to the Leafowes this 
time ; and that you will remember to come to 
Barrells foon. Adieu, H. L, 
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LETTER CXU. 

DEAR 8 1 ft» Barwlls, SegUmhti zgA, 1754^ 

YOUR thanking me for /my Vifit at the 
Leafowes, brfore I had fent my thanks to 
you for your very kind and agreeable reception 
6f me there, is very obliging •, but being fo, it 
comes the fevercft reproach you could have 
made me; by making me fenfible of the rudt- 
nefs I have been guilty of, in not fending tm 
you fmce I left you. The truth is, that I had 
nobody to fend, having parted with the idle 
boy I had with me at your houfe j and every 
day Jofepti has been employed in driving me 
out : fo great a gadder has the fine weather 
made me, and fo much better health and fpirits 
has my journey to the Leafowes given me. Ten 
phyficians, with an equal number of furgeons 
and apothecaries, could not have effeded fuch 
an amendment 5 I believe I might fay cure ; for 
I have never been fick once. I imagine your 
air is good ; and I fee that your improvements 
in your Walks z^d Cafcades make your place 
^ Paradifein miniature : yet, though I am its 
profcffed admirer, it muft permit me jto fay 

that 



394 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

that the converfation of the matter and contri- 
ver of the beauties I faw there, was to me pre- 
ferable far to them; fo that I regretted lefs 
than I fhould otherwife have done the weaknefs 
of my limbs, which prevented my trampmzing 
fo much as I ufed. 

I have been to fee every neighbour I have, 
but the one I moft wifli to fee. Lady Ply- 
mouth.— A crofs tenant of Mr. Sheldon's has; 
cut off all connexion between Hewell and 
Barrells ; yet I perfevere in trying for a road, 
^ eagerly as thofe who bore for a mine. If 
my endeavours are not fruitlefs, I propofe going 
on Wednefday. Would I could meet you 
there! Since I am wilhing, I wilh alfo that 
your new artift was to make a Buflo of you for 
my Library, to accompany Poj[)e and Shake- 
ipear.»I fend you a frame for the Fruit-piece 
you mention. It is the leafb fize I have, but 
muft be cut lefs. I took it from Queen Caro- 
line (for robbing crowned heads is no more 
than a fair reprifal). My other frames of that 
fize wer^ not gilt, but lacquered, which I 
thought not good enough, though Mr. Thomas 
would have taken one, as it Was out -of ufe ; 
but I judged it to be lefs genteel than that 
which I fend, and I remembered this fuited 
to the frame ov^r your parlour-chimney, whiclj 
10 might 
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might be an advantage if they ihould ever 
happen to hang in the fame room. 

I am obliged to the ingenious Mr. Balker- 
villc for wiihing my time had allowed me to 
call there.— I do not know any Mr. Bingley, 
nor a Mr, Dingley, except a jeweller at Lon- 
don, who has fome place at Court. 

Mrs. Davies receives your compliment with 
the utmoft fenfibility and gratitude. If in re- 
turn of your politcnefs to her, you Ihould alk 
her a favour, Jbe can hut deny you^ you know: 
but I think flie camot. Pray then let it be 
that fhe Ihould not leave me to myfelf, which 
is the worft company, and to my thoughts, 
which are as little pleafmg as the found of the 
weft wind that haunts my little habitation, 
and which mity be foon expeftcd to take up 
its winter refidence here. Oh woeful thought ! 
Oh woeful found ! None but the friendly 
Robin Red-breaft fooths my ear after thofc 
rough founds : but in the melancholy month of 
November^ in which the Englijh hang themfelves^ 
I expeft more pleafure than from the Robin ; 
fince you and Mr. Hylton will join in his 
harmony, and favour me with jrour company : 
then (and not now) genius, tafte, &c. will re- 
fide in my Hermitage.— Adieu then for the 

prefcnt. 
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prefent; and let November draw netf, as it 
will bring you nearer to 

Tour faithful fervant, 

H* LUXBOHOUGH. 

I will deliver your kind and polite compli- 
ments to Mr. Holyoak and his Wife, who 
enquired much after you. Mine, pray, to Mrs. 
Mary and Mrs. Davies. We gave her more 
trouble than we can give her thanks.-^Mrs, 
Maynard's refpefts to you. 



LETTER CXIIL 

DEAR SIR, Barrells, November 1 8th, 1 754. 

IT is an age fince I heard from you, and two 
ages fmce I had the pleafure of your com- 
pany.--Sir William Meredith has been here, 
and wifhed you had come then. The fhortncfs 
of the days, the downfall of the leaves, the 
badnefs of the roads, and every other mark 
'of decay in the progr^fs of the year, fhould 
drive you from home ; as the charms of your 

place 

7 
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place will be loft for a time, even to yourfclf • 
and as coal is to fupply the place of fun, you 
may as veil warm jrourfclf at my fire. 

I reluftantly fend the inclofed, which I re- 
ceived laft night by the bearer. I am pcr- 
fecuted by his Matter, whole letter I fend 
you ; before which I had one to fay he was at 
his duty on board the Norwich ; but was ar- 
retted at PcMlfmouth, and was fearful left the 
man of war Ihould fail without him; and 
deiired I would write to Lord, or Mn Bar- 
rington. Admiral Smith, &c« I put that off 
by letter; but now is come this meflenger: 
and as he fends a letter direAed to Lord 
Dudley, do not think myfelf entitled to keep 
it. I thetefbire forward it, though it is giving 
you trouble; but you will forgive what you 
know proceeds from mere compaffion to any 
perfon in diftrcfs,*— Mr. Outing is your fervant, 
as I am Lord Dudley's, and ever 

Yoyrs moft fincerely, 

. H. LUXB0R0UGH# 



LETTER 
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LETTER CXm 

DEAR SIR, Barrells, December 4th* 1754. 

THOUGH the fterility of fubjefts to 
write upon from this place, might be a 
fufficicnt cxcufc for my not troubling you 
with a letter at this time ; yet my not feeing 
you here according to promifc, in the month 
of November, urges me to remind you that 
that month is paflfed ; and, to alk you when I 
may expeft you ? as alfoj what prevents my 
Having the pleafure of hearing from you as 
ufual ? a pleafure I can ill fpare in my fituation, 
which affords fo little joy j and which I fhould 
prefer to moft others, even in a land abounding 
in gaiety, Befides, Sir, be it known to you, 
(if it is not already) that I wrote to you above 
a fortnight ago, by a meflenger who was dif- 
patched to me from Portfmouth, by the little 
unfortunate and troublefome Parfon you was 
fo kind to intereft yourfclf for, with Lord 
Dudley, at my requeft; fince which, I have 
never feen or heard of the faid meflenger; 
neither has Mr. Outing, who fent a letter by 
him to Mrs. Rock. Pray unravel this myflery 

to 
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to mc if you can 5 but let it be in perfon rather 
than by letter, 

I think I informed you that Sir William 
Meredith had been here in his way to Parlia- 
ment, and alked after you 5 adding, that he 
had a little prefent for you of Kennel-Coal, and 
wilhing to have met you here. He is fo kind 
as to write me what paffes in the Houfe of 
Commons in general -, and in particular, men- 
tions a fpeech of old Horace Walpole's, as 
humourous as good-natured, in anfwer to one 
of young Beckford's, who fpoke much of the 
flourifhing ftate of all our colonies, except that 
which he belonged to. Horace anfwered, 
** That was in the moft flourifhing condition 
** of all ; for there was a new growth there, 
**• and a ffelh importation from thence : an 
** importation of political geniufes, which bid 
*' fair to fill both the City and the Parlia- 
" ment." * 

Mr; John Reynalds and his Wife are gone 
to Bath with Sir Robert Cocks.— Bradley of 
Edfton is dead rich, from having been poor j 
and was growing richer ftill; but it is the 
common rude practice of death to interrupt 
fortune in her career,— I have been obliged 
to take a diftrefs upon a tenant, and to employ 
a lawyer. Should you have known mc in that 

occupation? 
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<K:cupation ?— Is Lord Dudley at the Grange^' 
or at the Houfc of Peers ? and is Mr. Hyltoa 
with you? My compliments attend them 
and your other neighbours ; to whom^ as well 
as to you» Mi;. Outing joins his : and I aun, 
iin ^ite of your lazinefs in regard to me) 
Dear Sir, 

Your faithful humble fenrant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 



LETTER CXV^ 

DEAR S I R» Deoeoibcr stli, i7S4«^ 

IT is late; your fervant is but juft come; 
my fingers are not fo akrt as in warm weal 
ther ; my imagination is as contraded as they 
are : judge then how unfit I am to give an 
anfwer to your letter^ and far lefs fo to give 
my judgment of the beautiful pieces of poetry 
it incloied. I fhall therefore take the liberty 
to keep them till you fend again, which you 
iay will be before the i:lofe of. this week ; and 
^n the mean time will read them with plea>- 
fur^ amd Impartiality^ and will write you my 

opinion. 
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b^inlon, fince you do me the unmerited honour 
of defiring it -, but am fenfible of my un- 
worthinefs to be employed as a Critic. I have 
had only time to read the Ode to Memory ; 
which I had not feen, and which pleafes me' 
much. As to the two trifling Songs, which 
dropt from my pen fome time paft, and which 
you propofe to let Dodfley havej I give you 
free liberty fo to do, if you really think them 
deferving of a place in his Mifcellanies \ being 
aflu'red that* if you thought otherwife^ you 
would not expofe your Friend, nor difgracc 
Dodfley's CoUcftion. 

Your promife of letting me fee you foon at 
Barrellsj I build upon » as that foundation 
will fupport me in a fcafon when high winds, 
bad roads, and folitude, deprefs me fo, as to 
make me fometimes ready to fink under their 
weight.-^As to your paft mifdemeanours, (fuch 
as long filenCe in particular) I withdraw my 
charge, and will implicitly believe you could 
not help it j for if I was inclinable to do 
otherwife, what fhould I gain by tormenting 
myfelf with the apprehenfion of having loft a 
friend, who may be as fincere as he profeffes 
himfelf, and as I am perfuaded you are ? and 
if he Ihould not.be fo,*is not an objcft wor- 
thy regrettmg the lofs of : fo, in Ihort, . write 
D d when 
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when ^ou can, without rcftraint to yourfelf, 
and I will do the fame; but my indulgence 
does not extend to allowing you to be abfent 
from hence fo very long, and to ftay here fb 
very fhort a time when you do come. 

I will tranfmit to Sir William Meredith the 
kind things you fay of him ; and think it pof- 
fible, and even probable, you may fee him 
here, when the Parliament breaks up for the 
holidays. 

Gladly I ttW you, that you miftake the Mr. 
Bradley that is living and well, at Wooton, 
for the Mr. Bradley who died at Edfton. 

I hope Lord Dudley's new equipage will 
convey him fafe to the Grange 5 though I fup- 
pole he muft qu^t that again after Chriftmas 
for the Parliament. 

I cannot excufe my friend Mr. Hylton for 
letting his panics deprive his friends of his 
pleafmg company. Tell him I cm by no 
means accufe it.— I fay nothing of Mr. Outing ; 
he writes for himfelf, and of his own accord ; 
but adds by my defire a paragraph about the 
unlucky affair I embarked in when I troubled 
you and Lord Dudley about the Parfon, who 
proves himfelf to have been fo undeferving of 
the regard we have (hewn him. 

Mr. Outing interrupts me to drink yout 

health 
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health— *»Hcre it is done, with a wi(h of long 
li& and happinefs ; and I fign my nanfie to 
it, as k is the diftate of my heart. 

H. Li;xBORoucH« 

P. S* Obfefve that I write with a crow- quill,. 
:which behaves tolerably at firftj intolerably 
at laft ; and will make you think me incapable 
of the ufe of my fingers. I promife you, how- 
ever, never to write with it again* 



«i-^ 



LETTER CXVI. 

Barrellst Thurfdayy December izth, ij^^ 
DBAR SIR, 

AS foon as my friend Tom had left Bar- 
rells on Monday laft, my intention was 
to have fat down to the arduous tafk you had 
let me ^ but I was feized with a diforder which 
confined me to my bed on Tuefday, and to 
my chamber yefterday ^ and though it was 
a diforder which may prove rather conducive 
than prejudicial to my health, it totally incar 
pacitated me from performing what' I pro- 
D d 2 mifed 
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miied you, and even from confuking with 
Mr. Outing, who was in a diftant apartrhent^ 
Finding myfelf better to-day, I only waited 
the abfence of company, who dined with me, 
to begin; and had gone through but two or 
three ftanzas, when Tom came with your 
laft packet. The poor creature was almoft 
drowned laft time; and what chance he will 
ftand to-morrow is uncertain ; but the prefent 
moment is fliockingly ftormy, and muft re- 
tard every prbjeft, though Mr. Dodfley's re- 
quefting difpatch is reafonable ; fo that I fend 
you the refult of our evening proceedings, and 
write this whilft Mr. Outing writes our defircd 
criticifms. 

When you fliewed rty little Pieces to Mr. 
Dodfley, you did me more honour than I 
fhould have done myfelf; becaufe I fhould 
have feared to have difgraced his Mifcellany. 
I forgot in my laft to mention what Mr. 
Dodfley I find does mention to you, viz. in the 
Title of the two trifles of mine, to fay, TFrote 
by a L^^-— which is, I think, unexceptionable. 

You was altogether right in aflTuring Mr." 
Crawley I would acquiefce in his conduft for 
Lord Dudley towards Mr. Belchler, whofc 
impofitions upon me were reafons fufficicnt 
to deprive him of my patronage, and leave 

mc 
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me much alhamed of having implored Lord 
Dudley's proteftion for fuch an unworthy 
perfon, as . time and circumftances (hew him 
now to be. 

I wait with impatience the day of your 
arrival with Mr. Hylton at Barrells ; and am 
ever 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

• H. LUXBOROUGK.' 

Whatsis become of your Autumn ? I hope 
IDodfley has it, as the poor Duchefs defired. 

Mr. Outing is your humble fervant j ^nd I 
am ever, dear Sir, as I profefs myfelf, 
Your fincere friend 

^d faithful fervant, 

H. Ll^XBOROUGH.' 

P. S. If Tom cannot^ come, I think you 
might venture to inclofe Mr. Belchier*s letter 
m Pne to me, to Mr, Williams M Birmingham. 
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LETTER CXVIL 

DEAR SIR, Barrells, December i8th, 1754. 

THIS goes upon a different errand than 
my laft. It is to tell you, that hearing 
Mr, and Mrs, Holyoake fpeak of a mare of 
Mifs Molly's, which flie intended to part 
with, bccaufe Ihc had a little Welch one be- ^ 
fides, which would ferve her, I thought erf 
Mr. Hylton immediately y ' efpecially upon 
finding by all accounts that flic is pcrfeftly 
found, gentle, and free from vices, and comes 
but four years old ; has been rode by Mn 
Holyoake's younger fons a good while, and is 
tall enough and ftrong enough for Mr. 
Hylton*s weight, and does not want fafhion ^ 
came of fome very good horfc at Worceftcr, 
and a mare that had been given Mifs Molly. 
Now in cafe Mr. Hylton is not already pro* 
vided, why ihould he not come in the Bir- 
mingham coach to Henley ? when here, he 
may fee this mare, and may hear of others ; 
and if he Ihould not purchafe, the coach 
will be a certain vehicle at his return. This 
propoial puts a ilop to your future delays 

upon 
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upon his account, and fhows my emprejfement 
to fee you both. 

I have no time to write more; for Mrs, 
Ma^dew n>uft have ttiy letter to-night, and 
will carry it fafe to-morrow, early to the poft* 

Mr. Outing is at Oldbarrow: I am alone 
and ftupid ; fo adieu.— Believe me unalterably 
Yours, &c. 

H. LUXBOROVGH. 

The coach fets out from Henley, I think, 
Mondays and Thurfdays, and is at Henley 
by breakfaft (eight or nine). Mr. Hylton 
might lie over night at Birmingham. 

This letter is fhorter than ordinary, and 
perhaps you will complain ; I will therefore 
fubjoin a trifling impromptu I once wrote in a 
hurry, and which I am doubtful if I ever 
(hewed you ; but think I never Ihewed any 
body. It will ferve to read, and then kindle 
your candle, or /often your ftute^ if you ufe 
paper, as ufual, on that occafion. 

Mr. Outing is much your fervant, though 
abfcnt : I am Mr. Hylton's. 
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LETTER CXVIIL 

DEAR S I Rf BarrelU, Jaaoary 7th, 175 j. 

1"^ H I S goes not only to make you the 
I compliments of the feafon, (which I do 
very fincerely, and not merely becaufe it is 
cuftomary) but it alfo goes to afk how yoq 
4o, and what cap occafion your filence ? It is 
an age fince I wrote to you aboyt a horfc 
Mjfs; MpUy Holyoake has to fell, which I 
thought might fuit Mr. Hylton ; and propofed, 
that if he was not already provided with one, 
he might come to Barrells in the Birmingham 
coach when you fhould come here : and in that 
ktter I inclofed a few bad Lines of my own, 
wrote fome years agp : fince all which, I received 
the inclofed from our troublefome little Parfon, 
who isi thank God, failing towards America. 
I fend it, becaufe Lord Dudley's proteftiop 
is in it ; which I defire you will take out 
and deliver to his Lordlhip frqpi me, with 
many thanks and many excufes for having 
troubled him about this affair. — I inclofe, b^- 
fides the other, a letter I received from Sir 
William Meredith, as you are mentioned in it.-^ 
Mr. Outing is gone to fup at Henley, and does, 
not know of my writing, or you would have 
compliments from him. 

I have 
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I have not feen the new Tragedy Barharoffa : 
perhaps you can lend it me.— Mr. Outing has 
talked fcveral times of making a vifit at the 
Grange ; but does not know whether Lord 
Dudley is there, or at the Parliament, 

Pray thaw your ink and your fingers, and 
write glibly away till you come. Remember 
that* Twelfth-Day is over, and do not forget 
your promife :— Remember likewife that I am 
very truly and unalterably 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Compliments tq Mr. Jlyjtoo. 



LETTER CXIX. 

DEAR S I R> Barrells, Valentine's Day, 1 75 ;. 

YOUR filence excites me to break mine •, 
for upon- the prefcnt footing one of us 
might be murdered (like the Dey of Algiers), 
and the other die of an apoplexy, and the 
longeft liver of the two know nothing of the 
fate of the other; Did you not fay in your 
laft, that you would come foon to Barrells ? 
Upon thofc hopes we have lived: but hopes 
arc meagre food : in puniihment for which» 

if 
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if I could command, you ihould be oblig^ to 
do penance here this Lent. It is thie I did 
not anfwer your lad ; but Mr. Outing wrote 
you the reafon, which oi^ght to have been 
ejccufe fufficient i for I was really ill, and in- 
capable of guiding a pen. I am much better : 
but as the Warwickfhire roads do not invite 
one abroad at this feafon, one doubly wiihes 
for the company of one's friends round our 
deferred hearths. 

Mr. Outing fends compliments : mine, pray, 
to Mr. Hylton, and believe me 

Yours, &c. 

H- L. 



LETTER CXX^ 

« 

Bf^rellSf Sunday, ^pril 27 th, i755« 
DEAR SIR, 

I CANNOT well condcfcend to thank 
you for your letter of the 17th, confidering 
that it was fcarcely the Ihadow of what I long 
expeftcd, which was your company and Mr, 
Hykon's in my Shrubbery, my. Hermitage, 
my Library, and, in the evenings, at my fire- 
fide. No lefs than three weeks arc pafl: fince 
the laft promife came, the others having been 

buried 
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buried in oblivion : but of this laft I held riiy- 
felf fo fure, that, being obliged to go on 
Wednefday laft to Warwick, I left my butler 
at home with orders to fetch Mrs, Holyoake 
to entertain you till my return; but behold! 
you do not fo much as make mention of your 
having had thoughts, much lefs of having 
given promifes to vifit this place and me! 
The elms are green in vain : in vain the cu- 
cumbers are large, and as vainly the Shrubbery 
{hoots out,, and the Coppice has a ca.rpet of 
primrofes, cowflips, &c. Let them reproach 
'you J and let your Governefs, Mrs. Holyoake, 
corredt you : and may (he boaft 

«< ■ Unruly Brats with Birdh to tame.** 

The prettieft thing I ever faw of the kind, 

is the Ibell-room at Guy^s Clift : Mr. Greet- 

head and Lady Mary have executed it all 

with their own hands : bed-bi^ngs^ ibining- 

hoards J piSures over the doors, &c. If you was 

not lazy, you would fee it. I came from i% 

' through Warwick, Snitterfield, Buflies, Bearly, 

and Wpoton ; but on horfeback you would 

. not have had that trouble. 

I Mr* Nugent vifjt3 nie agaim. Mr. Soame i$ 

under iiioculatiofi, very full, aad in good 

fpirits,— I go to-moTrow to Kinwarton to dine 

with a clergyman, who feei^s to have iotm 

tafte. 



4t2 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

tafte.— -Mr. Outing is immerfed in cares about 
letting his houfe, and I do not know what; 
but goes to .a Friend's in Eflex this week from 
London.— If we are to have no war, I have 
done with politics.— I wilh Mr. Arne may 
acquiefce in your requeft,— I Ihould greatly 
like the four Roman Ruins you mention, pro- 
vided I could get them coloured.- 

I am forry the weather permits the beauties 
of the Leafowes to be exhibited ; for then no 
hopes remain for your humble friends in War- 
wickftiire, who have nothing to exhibit but 
hearts and friendlhips fincere ; fuch arc pof-, 
fcffedby 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 



LETTER CXXL 

Barrells, Wednefday, May zSth, ij^^. 
DEAR SIR, 

I WAS mod agreeably furprized ycfterday^' 
and at the fame time as difagreeably difap- 
pointed. You will eafily guefs that I mean 
Mr, and. Mrs. Greaves's vifit; without you, 
whom I had fo long cxpedted. They left Bar- 
rells this morning, and gave me the fatisfaftion 
to hear they left you well yefterday. May yoU 
continue fo, is my wifh \ do not tbcrefopc tor^ 
9 wept 
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ment yourfelf more than is neceflary about 
the enpibroilments of worldly afFaifs -, but avoid 
if poflible, the devouring monfter called Law > 
it often fwallows Juftice itfelf. I remember 
once to have heard Lord Chancellor Cowper 
lay, " If every body knew as much of the law 
*' as I do, they would, were their caufe ever 
** fb good, give up half, rather than embark 
*' in our courts." This I take to be a good 
caution. Thofe lawyers, who are not arrived 
to the fummit of their wifhes, and who tafte 
the fweet of large fees, will not fpeak fo fin- 
cerely. I hope very very foon to hear you 
and Mr. Dolman difengage yourfelves from 
them, though both may be obliged to yield a 
little. 

I return Mr. Dodfley's Letters -, thaft which, 
none can be more, polite. Pray keep me in his 
good favour. 

J fhould like to fee Hagley chancel- window : 
fure it muft be bigger than the whole chancel 
Ifaw! 

My beft compliments wait upon Lord Dudley 
and Mifs Lea, and thanks for his Lord(hip*s 
fending here. I am alfo Mr. Hylton's moll 
humble fervant ; as Mrs. Davies is yours, and 
I am ever 

Your faithful and affedljonate fervant, 

H. LuxborouchJ 



41+ LADt LUXBOROUGH's 
LETTER CXXII. 

Barrellsy Wtdnefday Ni£hC» June iSth, 17554 

LADY Luxborou^ feads her complitnenti 
to Mr, Shcnfione^ and if it i$ agreeable to 
ium in all refpefts, (he would go on Saturday 
morning to the Leafowes^ to lie one night 
only.— Sir Peter Soame and his. Son are at Bar- 
rellS) and are very defirous of waiting on Mn 
Shenftone. Mr. Outing and Mrs« Davies are 
alfo at Barrells» and would accompany her, if 
not troublefome. Mr. Outing is perfuaded he 
has intereft enough to get a bed at Lord Dud- 
ley's for hiflifelf and Mr. Soame, to avoid 
crowding Mr. Shenflone too much. Lady J^ux- 
borough propofes carrying no woman-fervant 
with her; and hopes that Mr. Shenftone will let 
her know if this projeft be in any fort incon* 
yenient to liim, and that without compliment. 



LETTER frm Mr. Holyoake rt 
William Shenstone, Efi. 

DBAR SIR, Oldbamne, Maich S9, I7$& 

1HAVE the favour of yours by your fervant^ 
and as you lay you have had intelligence, the 
moment you wrote, of the melancholy news from 
7 Barrel Is, 
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Barrells^ pVt me leave to aflure yoli I expefted 
Mrs. Davies or Mr. Outing would hare ac-» 
quttihted you with it as (bon as the pool- Lady*i 
breath was gone, as they did the fame to Sit 
Peter Soame^ Sir William Meredith, and fome 
others of my Lady*s relations. I depended u|K>fi 
this, as my Wife mentioned it to them before 
me-, which if I had imagined they had ne- 
g^ed, I would certainly have wrote to you 
myfelf.— We hfave been, and indeed ftill are, 
m hurry and c^nfufion, though lat the iamc 
time it gives nae great fatisfaftion to fay truly, 
that nothing hath been wanting, either to pro* 
long her life, or to prepare her for the other 
world, as far as opportunities and intervals 
would give leave. The beginning of her illnefi 
was occafioned by a cold and hoarfencfs, about 
a month fince, in letting out for Wootton about 
five o'clock on Friday: the Sunday following 
fhe fent for my Wife and Daughter to drink 
tea, and a meffage to me, that fhe expefted I 
would call as I returned from UUenhall Chapel ; 
which accordingly I did, and obferved the 
above-mentioned fymptoms upon her, and told 
her, that as I had the care of UUenhall, fhe 
would give me leave to fay to her, as I thought 
it incumbent to do, that as fhe had not attend- 
ed Church nor the Sacrament very lately, I 
would advifc her to receive the Sacrament. She 

anfwercd. 
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anfwercd, I was very good, and that fhe Would 
fend to me very foon ; arid accordingly received 
it with great devotion. The night before fhe 
died I read the Recommendatory Prayer to her ; 
and I hope (he is perfeftly happy, though flie 
had fo great troubles and afBiftions in this life^ 
—My Wife would gladly have wrote to you ; 
but the truth of it is, fhe returned from Barrelb 
but yeftcrday, and is very ill •, -and for this rea- 
fon, fhe hopes you will not take it unkind.— 
Mrs. Davies and Outing have been with Lady 
Luxborough all her illnefs, which I am very 
glad of.— Lord Luxborough is expefted at 
Barrells to-morrow, to give orders about the 
funeral.-— I have nothing more material to add, 
but my Wife and Daughter's beft compliments, 
and to afk your pardon for this incoherent 
letter from, Dear Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervanf^ 

W. HOLYOAKg, 



. I 
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